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This study aims to explore the effects of pri-
vateering and piracy upon the revolutionary movement in
Nova Scotia during the war years 1775-1783. Specifically,
it purports to show how Yankee raiders first precluded the
possibility of rebellion in the colony during the critical
years 1775 and 1776, and then transformed the initial pro-
revolutionary sentiment of many Nova Scotians into antip-
athy toward the rebel cause.
In 177 5 the population of Nova Scotia numbered
approximately 20,000 persons, three-quarters of whom had
migrated from New England at the conclusion of the Seven
Years' War. These settlers remained bound to the Yankee
colonies by ties of friendship, tradition and trade. As
tensions grew between Great Britain and her colonies, they
showed their approval of the latter by joining the demon-
strations against royal authority. By the outbreak of
hostilities in the spring of 1775 Halifax officials pre-
dicted that the province would soon be engulfed by revolu-
tion. Nova Scotian dissidents either set up Committees of
Safety or trekked to Machias, a small lumbering outpost in
easternmost Massachusetts (Maine) , in the hope of raising
a revolutionary army.
While Nova Scotian radicals looked forward to a
full-scale American invasion of their colony, the Royal
Navy swept Yankee merchantmen from the seas. With their
lucrative global trade interrupted, frustrated New Eng-
landers turned to privateering and piracy. Their atten-
tion focused upon Nova Scotia, which, because of its
proximity to New England, offered them a splendid chance
to recoup their losses. Soon a tidal wave of Yankee
raiders surged along the Nova Scotian coast. The intrud-
ers seized vessels, invaded shore towns and spread con-
sternation throughout the colony.
If Nova Scotians had been alerted to the presence
of revolutionary sentiment throughout their province as
well as Yankee intentions, they might well have chosen to
cast their lot with the rebels. But the sudden impact of
the New Englanders, while not strong enough to chase
British men-of-war from the Halifax station, proved
sufficiently powerful to drive Nova Scotian vessels from
the seas. Thus the raiders kept the potentially rebel-
lious Nova Scotians isolated from each other and the out-
side world by smashing their only means of communication.
Consequently, when Nova Scotians and New Englanders from
Machias attempted an invasion of the colony in the autumn
of 1776, their foray ended in disaster.
Even after the Yankee failure to seize their prov-
ince many Nova Scotians clung stubbornly to their repub-
lican principles. But privateersmen and pirates, greedy
for the spoils of war and certain that Nova Scotia's
attempt at neutrality in reality reflected Tory senti-
ments, began to transform sympathy into antipathy. They
wreaked economic havoc upon the colony and terrorized the
populace with their brutal and lawless acts. As the Yan-
kee depredations increased, the pendulum of Nova Scotian
opinion swung slowly at first, but with increasing momen-
tum, against the American cause. The vast majority of
Nova Scotians, who had hoped to adopt an outwardly neutral
stance during the war, now looked to the crown for mili-
tary and economic assistance. By 17 83 only a few diehard
dissidents remained in a province which in 1775 had seemed
to Tories and republicans alike ready to raise the banner
of rebellion.
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CHAPTER I
THE SETTING
If one opens an atlas to a map of North America
and locates Nova Scotia, he will immediately perceive its
geographical isolation. A narrow isthmus only eight miles
wide connects that province to the southeastern part of
the continent, while the Atlantic Ocean surrounds it on ail
other sides. Stretches of the coast appear rocky and dan-
gerous to passing vessels: "that damned little peninsula"
complained one unenthusias tic foreign observer during the
American Revolution.^
By the beginning of the struggle between Great
Britain and her North American colonies nature had divided
Nova Scotia into six areas. Western Nova Scotia embraced
the present province of New Brunswick, part of Gaspe and
part of the present state of Maine. The Northumberland
Ijohann Gottfried Seume, Mein Leben (Boston: Ginn
6c Company, 1899), p. 34. The author was a Hessian soldier
stationed in Nova Scotia during the war years. See Win-
throp Bell, "A Hessian Conscript's Account of Life in Gar-
rison at Halifax at the Time of the American Revolution,"
Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society , XXVII
(1947), pp. 125-146.
1
2Coast extended from Sackville on the New Brunswick border
to the island of Cape Breton. From Halifax to Yarmouth
the South Shore ran down the Atlantic seaboard, while the
Annapolis Valley extended from near Halifax down the Bay
of Fundy to Yarmouth. Between Halifax and Canso the
Eastern Shore went up the Atlantic coast, while Cape Breton
remained separated from the rest of the province by the
Strait of Canso.
This remote, uninviting province supplied raw
materials such as lumber and coal to the mother country and
received finished goods in return. It had scant potential
for manufacturing and little accumulated capital. "Money
is indeed very scarce in this part of the world," noted two
Yorkshire visitors to the colony, "so that trade is chiefly
carried on by the bartering of goods. . . ."2 Edmund Burke
remarked on the province T s weak economy:
Good God! What sums the nursing of that ill-thriven,
hard-visaged , and ill-favoured brat, had cost to this
wittol [sic] nation! Sir, this colony had stood us
in a sum of not less than seven thousand pounds. To
this day it has made no repayment- -It does not even
^John Robinson and Thomas Rispin, A Journey
through Nova-Scotia (York, England: C. Etherington, 1774),
pp. 30-31. Hereafter cited as Robinson and Rispin,
Journey
, pp. 30-31.
3support those offices of expence, which are mis-
called its government; the whole of that job still
lies upon the patient, callous shoulders of the
people of England.
3
In 1775 the population of Nova Scotia numbered
approximately 20,000 persons, three-quarters of whom had
migrated from New England at the conclusion of the Seven
Years' War,^ lured by the hope of acquiring Acadian land.
These settlers, mostly fishermen and farmers, carried from
New England a religious revivalism that was sweeping other
English colonies in North America. They also brought with
them a keen interest in literacy and education. And they
introduced to the colony a disease of democratic tradition:
they insisted upon the rights of Englishmen and refused to
accept the governor's will. Nova Scotia became, as the
historian John Brebner noted, an outpost for New England.^
-^Edmund Burke, "Speech of the 11th of February,
1780," The Works of the Right Honourable Edmund Burke:
A New Edition , V. 3 (London: F. C. & J. Rivington, 1808),
p. 328.
^Arthur Wentworth Eaton, The History of King's
Councy, Nova Scotia (Salem, Mass.: Salem Press Co.,
1910), p. 188. Hereafter cited as Eaton, King's County
,
p. 188.
-\john Bartlet Brebner, New England's Outpost (New
York: Columbia University Press, 1927).
The province remained bound to the colonies to the
south by more than ties of tradition and friendship. Nova
Scotians relied much upon trade with Boston and Hartford;
in return for their lumber, fish and coal, they received
essential supplies from the neighboring colonies. "Most of
their provisions of every sort," noted one contemporary,
"comes from New England. . . . "^ Farmers near the Bay of
Fundy raised large crops of grain which went to Boston for
marketing, for it was easier to sell produce to New England
skippers than to ship to Halifax. This dependence upon
Yankee stcreships resulted from poor land transportation
and a lack of local shipping. One observer commented that
"the number of navigable rivers that run" through the prov-
ince "renders land carriage unnecessary."''
The New England carriers became an important source
of communication by which Nova Scotians learned of activ-
ities in the other colonies. Events deemed significant were
reported in a Halifax newspaper, The Nova Scotia Gazette
and Weekly Chronicle . Printed by New England-born Anthony
^The Present State of the British Empire in Europe ,
America, Africa and Asia (London: printed for W. Griffin,
J. Johnson, W. Nicoll and Richardson & Urquhart, 1768),
p. 338.
7Robinson and Rispin, Journey , p. 34.
5Henry, this journal vigorously defended colonial rights
when they seemed increasingly threatened by Britain.
°
As tensions grew between mother country and
colonies, New Englanders in Nova Scotia joined the demon-
strations against royal authority. By the time of the
Stamp Act crisis even Halifax, the provincial capital and
a bastion for Tory merchants, showed symptoms of dissent.
In October 1765 New England settlers in that town, imitat-
ing the militants of Boston, hung an effigy of the local
stamp collector on the gallows near Citadel Hill. They
boasted of their daring in advertisements printed in the
leading New England newspapers. After the Stamp Act went
into effect, inhabitants of Liverpool, a small fishing com-
munity on the South Shore, rioted. ° After Parliament had
repealed the measure, Nova Scotians joined their colonial
brethren in celebration. Connecticut-born Simeon Perkins,
who had settled in Liverpool and become a prominent mer-
chant, recorded in his diary for June 3, 1766: "Day of
rejoicing over the repeal of the Stamp Act. . . . People
%ee, e.g., its January 10, 1775 issue.
9See Wilfred B. Kerr, "The Stamp Act in Nova
Scotia," New England Quarterly , VI (September, 1933),
pp. 558-559.
6made a bon-fire out of the old house of Capt. Mayhew, a
settler here, and continued all night, and part of the
next, carousing . " 10
During the decade between the Stamp Act crisis and
the shots fired at Concord colonial radicals persisted in
challenging the royal prerogative. Nova Scotians showed
their approval of the militants by writing firm letters of
support to New England journals. Fifty armed men in
Liverpool threatened the life of an unfortunate sheriff who
pursued a schooner for evading the Townshend Duties. In
the autumn of 1774 Halifax had its own version of the Bos-
ton Tea Party: an irate crowd gathered at the docks to
protest the landing of the East India Company's tea. In
many rural communities, also, angry backwoodsmen spoke
out against the presence of this commodity.
H
As raging protest turned to armed rebellion,
Francis Legge, Governor of Nova Scotia, worried over the
lOsimeon Perkins, The Diary of Simeon Perkins,
1766-1780
, ed. by Harold A. Innis (Toronto: The Champlain
Society, 1948), p. 3. Hereafter cited as Innis, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
,
p. 3.
l-*-For a survey of Nova Scotia's response to the
crucial decade 1765-1775, see Emily P. Weaver, "Nova
Scotia and New England during the American Revolution, 11
American Historical Review, X (October, 1904), pp. 52-71.
7vulnerability of his province. Shortly after the engage-
ment at Bunker Hill, Legge wrote his patron, the Earl of
Dartmouth, about the critical situation that confronted
him. Rumors of an invasion from New England had reached
his ear, and he questioned the loyalties of the inhabit-
ants of his province. Settlers of Passamaquoddy and the
Saint John River region, in Western Nova Scotia, came
chiefly from New England, as did many others in the eastern
country. Governor Legge stated: "That by reason of their
connections with the people of New England little or no
dependence can be plac'd on the Militia there, to make any
Resistance against them." He concluded that an invasion
from the rebellious Yankee colonies would probably mean an
end to British rule in Nova Scotia: "That should such an
Attempt be made I shoud dread the Consequence. . . ."12
Many historians have accepted B'rancis Legge ' s
assessment of the perils his colony faced at the beginning
of the Revolution. One of them, Thomas H. Raddall , notes
that in 177 5 a defenseless Nova Scotia would have made an
^Legge to Dartmouth, July 31, 177 5: Public
Record Office, Colonial Office Series 217, V. 51. Here-
after cited as Legge to Dartmouth, July 31, 1775: P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/51.
8"easy prize" for the rebels. Had this remote outpost
become a fourteenth American state, Raddall argues, the
revolutionaries would have commanded the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence and the idea of an independent Canadian nation
would have been untenable .
^
3
If most historians have agreed with Governor
Legge's appraisal of the dangers confronting Nova Scotia
at the opening of the Revolution, they have disputed his
contention that many Nova Scotians were disposed to cast
their lot with the rebellious New Englanders. Indeed,
during the latter part of the nineteenth century, Cana-
dians, perhaps reflecting a deep, patriotic pride in their
newly-created nation, attempted to explain Nova Scotia's
refusal to join the Revolution by arguing that its settlers
remained loyal to royal principles during the fratricidal
conflict. The argument put forward by the Nova Scotian
historian, Beamish Murdoch, typified this point of view.
Writing at the time of Canadian Confederation, Murdoch
declared that the Yankee settlers of Nova Scotia rejected
the idea of rebellion in 1775 because of their devotion to
13See Thomas H. Raddall, The Path of Destiny
(Garden City: Doubleday and Company, 1957), Chapters
X, XI.
9the British government. The fact that the crown had only
recently given them lands previously farmed by the Aca-
dians, Murdoch added, strengthened the bonds of loyalty.
^
Many historians have accepted Murdoch's interpretation.
As late as 1910, Arthur Wentworth Eaton, the historian of
King's County, argued for the essential correctness of
J cMurdoch's assessment of Nova Scotia's attitude in 1775. J
The twentieth century brought more sophisticated
attempts to explain Nova Scotia's position during the
Revolution. One point of view, put forward by Professor
Viola Barnes, stressed that powerful Halifax merchants kept
the province within the British Empire. These merchants
saw in the American Revolution "a golden opportunity to
escape from their economic bondage to New England. . . ."
eamish Murdoch, A History of Nova Scotia, or
Acadie, V. 2 (Halifax: J. Barnes, 1866), p. 570. Here-
after cited as Murdoch, History
,
V. 2, p. 570.
1
5
Eaton, King's County
, p. 431. At least one
nineteenth-century historian questioned the validity of
Murdoch's thesis. "From the facts that have come to our
knowledge," the Rev. George Patterson argued, "we can
assert most positively that they C the settlers of Col-
chester and PictouJ generally sympathized with the Ameri-
cans. . . ." See Rev. George Patterson, A History of the
County of Pictou, Nova Scotia (Montreal: Dawson Brothers,
1877), p. 99. Hereafter cited as Patterson, Pictou
, p. 99.
10
Intent upon appropriating the rich West Indian trade from
the New England colonies, they recognized the benefits of
empire and forced the other inhabitants of Nova Scotia to
accept British authority. Writing at a time when the
Progressive school of history held sway in North America,
the author put great emphasis upon economic issues and
class divisions.
Professor Wilfred Brenton Kerr soon disputed the
Barnes thesis and advanced another interpretation. He
argued that the Halifax merchants showed few signs of
jealousy toward their New England counterparts. Even if
they had felt hostility and desired to succeed New England
in the West Indian trade, they could not impose their will
upon the other colonists of Nova Scotia. Kerr himself sur-
mised that Nova Scotians did not join the rebellion because
they lacked a feeling of nationalism, a "common sympathy"
with the revolutionaries. However, he did not explain how
he gauged national sentiment, and he appears to have under-
estimated the widespread sympathy in Nova Scotia for the
16See Viola F. Barnes, "Francis Legge, Governor
of Loyalist Nova Scotia, 1773-1776," New England Quarter-
lX, IV (July, 1931), pp. 420-447.
11
rebels at the beginning of the conflict.
^
Professor John Bartlet Brebner, in his excellent
study, The Neutral Yankees of Nova Scotia , advanced yet
another argument. With meticulous documentation, he
showed that most Nova Scotians either felt indifference
for the crown or sympathized with the New England dissi-
dents. He believed, therefore, that the province remained
within the British sphere of influence because of its geo-
graphical isolation, extreme poverty and the lack of a
powerful American navy to counter the presence of British
men-of-war on the Halifax station. 18
Professor Brebner provides the most satisfactory
explanation for Nova Scotia's loyalty, but there are, as
l'7Wilfred B. Kerr, "The Merchants of Nova Scotia
and the American Revolution," Canadian Historical Review
,
XIII (March, 1932), pp. 20-36. Also see Wilfred B. Kerr,
The Maritime Provinces of British North America and the
American P.cvolution (Sackville, N.B.: Busy East, Ltd.,
n.d. [1941J), passim . Hereafter cited as Kerr, Maritime
Provinces
,
passim.
l^john Bartlet Brebner, The Neutral Yankees of
Nova Scotia (New York: Columbia University Press, 1937),
Chapter X. Hereafter cited as Brebner, Neutral Yankee s
,
Chapter X. Prof. George A. Rawlyk has ably summarized the
views of most historians about Nova Scotian sentiments
during the Revolution. See his Revolution Rejected, 177 5-
1776 (Scarborough, Ont.: Prentice-Hall of Canada, 1968),
pp. 18-54. Hereafter cited as Rawlyk, Revolution
Rejected, pp. 18-54. I am deeply indebted to Prof. Rawlyk
for his numerous suggestions and help.
12
Professor George A. Rawlyk has pointed out, 19 some impor-
tant gaps in his thesis. This study concerns itself with
one of those gaps: the role of New England privateers in
Nova Scotia during the war years.
Between the first revolutionary skirmishes and the
signing of the Treaty of Paris New Englanders fitted out
armed vessels to prey upon British and loyalist shipping
in Nova Scotian waters. Most of these sea marauders came
from Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Many had doubtful
legal authority to act as privateers, and some had none at
all. They seized Nova Scotian trading vessels bound to or
from the West Indies; captured, at the entrance to Halifax
Harbor, storeships coming from the British Isles; lurked
in many uninhabited coves along the thousand-mile
coastline of Nova Scotia in order to harass the inshore
trade; and plundered many of the homes of the same New
England settlers who offered them shelter. u
l^Rawlyk, Revolution Rejected
, p. 53.
^Throughout this study the present writer speaks
of the seizure of "Nova Scotian vessels." By this expres-
sion he means vessels taken while bound to or from Nova
Scotia as well as those owned by Nova Scotians. Yankee
privateers pursuing Nova Scotian vessels by no means
limited their activities to Nova Scotian waters. In some
13
Warships of the Royal Navy, busy convoying sup-
plies to the British Army in New York, could ill -afford
the time and effort necessary to hunt down these raiders.
Moreover, as one unhappy administrator complained to Lord
George Germain: "The Kings Ships draw too much water,
near the Shore, to pursue these small Vessels, and are
easily eluded in Creeks or amongst Shoals. . . ."21
For eight years Nova Scotians faced the raiders
and the hardships that accompanied them. How did they
react to these perils? How great were their losses? How
did the privateers affect the revolutionary movement in
the fourteenth colony? Did they influence military strat-
egy in Nova Scotia?
This study seeks to answer such questions. It
investigates the role of the privateersmen within the
broader context of the struggle for Nova Scotia. Since
cases, they even chased them into British waters. See.
for example, the extract of a letter from Greenock,
August 17, 1781: Lloyd's Evening Post
,
August 22-24, 1781.
But this study concerns itself, for the most part, with
Yankee seizures made off the Nova Scotian and New England
coasts
.
21-Lt.-Gov. Richard Hughes to Lord George Germain,
No. 7, September 30, 1778: P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 120-121.
14
the present writer believes that a potentially strong
revolutionary movement existed in the province during the
crucial months of 1775-1776, emphasis is given to the
activities of the New Englanders at this critical period.
This writer contends that they kept the rebellious settle-
ments of Nova Scotia isolated from one another during the
decisive period of the war. Had these communities remained
in touch with their compatriots in New England, and had
they been aware of the intense revolutionary sympathies
elsewhere in the province, Nova Scotia might have chosen
the banner of rebellion, not the union jack.
The Yankees caused royal authority much anxiety
throughout the war. Sweeping across the foggy Nova Sco-
tian waters, these raiders hit every major coastal settle-
ment with the single exception of Halifax. From
Tatamagouche on the Northumberland Coast to tiny Fort
Frederick near the mouth of the Saint John River, settle-
ments faced daily the prospect of a raid. Their tormentors
descended from all parts of New England, but few proved so
aggressive and avaricious as those who hailed from that
frontier wilderness that divided Nova Scotia from Massa-
chusetts .
CHAPTER II
THE FRONTIER FIREBRANDS
Machias is a small lumbering and fishing settle-
ment situated in the present state of Maine, some twenty
miles west of the Saint Croix River. Founded in 1763 by
sixteen Yankee migrants who applied twice to Nova Scotia
for a township grant, Machias finally secured a condi-
tional permit from Massachusetts in 1770. 1 The population
of the outpost at the beginning of the American Revolution
exceeded 100 families. Most settlers here supported them-
selves mainly through the exportation of timber, firewood
and fish to Boston.
In 177 5 this small community faced severe economic
hardships, partly due to the Intolerable Acts, which fol-
lowed the Boston Tea Party. One of these British
Massachusetts Resolve, April 4, 1770: Massachu-
setts Archives, V. 118, 446. Hereafter cited as Massa-
chusetts Resolve, April 4, 1770: Mass. Archives, V. 118,
446. Also see Massachusetts Resolve, June 9, 1768: Mass.
Archives, V. 118, 321.
?
Journals of Each Provincial Congress in Massa-
chusetts in 1774 and 1775
,
ed. by William Lincoln (Boston:
Dutton and Wentworth, 1838), p. 304n. Hereafter cited as
Journals of Congress in Massachusetts
, p. 304n.
15
16
regulations, the Boston Port Act, virtually blockaded the
Massachusetts capital until it chose to pay for the lost
tea. This ordinance, combined with a harsh winter, upset
the delicate economy of Machias and other frontier settle-
ments situated between the Kennebec and Saint Croix
3 &a
rivers. A petition for relief from Machias to the Pro-
vincial Congress of Massachusetts declared: "Some of our
mills stand still; almost all our vessels have forsaken
us ; our lumber lies by us in heaps ; and to complete our
misfortunes, all our ports are to be shut up on the first
of July next; . . .
Perhaps this sharp depression helped account for
the militant stance adopted by many of the lusty lumbermen
of Machias, who often disregarded imperial edicts reserv-
ing preferred timber for the Royal Navy. These pioneers
frequently expounded upon revolutionary grievances. To the
Provincial Congress they proclaimed: "we have done our
•^Other communities included Pownalborough, French-
man's Bay, East Passamaquoddy and Gouldsborough . Pownal-
borough reflected its revolutionary enthusiasm by naming
itself after Thomas Pownall, a British statesman and
soldier who staunchly defended colonial rights. See
Fannie S. Chase, Wiscasset in Pownalborough (Wiscasset,
Me.: The Southworth-Anthoensen Press, 1941), pp. 60-62.
^Journals of Congress in Massachusetts , p. 304n.
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utmost to encourage and strengthen the hands of all the
advocates for America with whom we have been connected."^
The Reverend James Lyon, a bellicose Presbyterian
minister, further inflamed the men of Machias with violent
speeches denouncing British rule. Born and educated in
New Jersey, this clergyman journeyed to Nova Scotia in
176 5 to minister to the inhabitants of the Cobequid region.
Finding it difficult to support himself there, he went to
Boston in 1771 to seek a better parish. A member of a
committee searching for a preacher for the newly-found
town of Machias spoke warmly of the virtues of that hamlet,
and in the spring of 1772 Lyon found himself instructing
the settlers there. A vigorous defender of colonial rights,
he became the first Chairman of the Committee of Safety
for Machias with the outbreak of hostilities.^
The spring of 177 5 offered the backwoodsmen of
Machias a unique opportunity to demonstrate their zeal for
American principles. Ichabod Jones, a prominent merchant
associated with Machias and thought by many to have Tory
^Journals of Congress in Massachusetts
, p. 304n.
^Frederick W. Coburn, "James Lyon," Dictionary of
American Biography
, V. 6 (New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1933), p. 530.
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sympathies, arrived with two sloops, the Unity and the
Polly
. Sent to obtain provisions for the British troops
garrisoned in Boston, he was accompanied by an armed
escort, the schooner Margaretta
, commanded by James Moore.
Captain Moore bristled at the presence of a liberty pole
in Machias, which the citizens had erected upon hearing
of Lexington and Concord, and demanded its removal. The
public assembly rejected the British officer's ultimatum
but did agree to allow Jones to proceed with his business,
for they realized their dependence upon water transporta-
tion, and many wanted the merchant to bring them supplies
from Boston.
But militants, anticipating trouble over the lib-
erty pole, secretly sent word to the Pleasant River settle-
ment, twenty miles distant, requesting armed reinforce-
ments. When these auxiliaries arrived, Captain Moore, who
had been attending a religious service in Machias, fled to
his schooner, anchored in the town harbor. The patriots,
who by now had determined to seize the three vessels,
easily captured the Unity and the Polly . When they
demanded the surrender of the armed schooner, however,
19
they received a terse reply: "fire and be damn'd."
Jeremiah O'Brien, a member of the Machias Commit-
tee of Safety and a local mill-owner, resolved to snare
the Margaretta
.
Together with forty men, he chased the
schooner, by now underway and fleeing, in the Unity
(which had been appropriately renamed the Machias Liberty .)
Accompanied by twenty men on the Polly, the Machias Lib-
erty finally overtook the British schooner and again
demanded its surrender. A sharp battle then ensued which
lasted an hour. Loss of life occurred on both sides, but
the Americans finally seized the Margaretta and took her
back to Machias. Among the casualties was Captain Moore,
"the first English naval officer who fell in the American
Revolution.
"
8
'Rev. James Lyon, Account of the Capture of the
King's Cutter at Machias. June 14, 1775: Documentary
History of the State of Maine ( Collections of the Maine
Historical Society
,
Second Series), ed. by James Phinney
Baxter (20 vols.; Portland, Me.: Lefavor-Tower Company,
1910-1914), V. 14, p. 281. Hereafter cited as Rev.
James Lyon, Account of the Capture of the King's Cutter
at Machias, June 14, 1775: Documentary History , V. 14,
p. 281.
o
John O'Brien, "Exertions of the O'Brien Family,
of Machias, Maine, in the American Revolution": Col-
lections of the Maine Historical Society , First Series,
V. 2 (Portland, Me.: published for the Society, 1847),
p. 245.
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This engagement near Machias Harbor, the first
naval contest of the American Revolution, occurred on
June 1?, 177 5. Only the Lexington and Concord battles
had preceded it in the great war. The Battle of Bunker
Hill would be fought four days after Machias.
When intelligence of the capture of the Marga -
retta reached Halifax, two armed vessels, the schooner
Diligent and the cutter Tatmagush
,
promptly fitted out to
retake her. Hearing of their approach, Jeremiah O'Brien
sailed from Machias with the Liberty and another vessel
to intercept them. The opposing vessels met on July 12,
1775 in the Bay of Fundy. By attacking the British craft
Q
separately the rebels captured both.
ther the seizure of the Margaretta nor the
taking of the Diligent and her armed cutter were legal.
Maritime law at this time decreed that an enemy's vessels
could be arrested only by privateers and vessels carrying
letters of marque. Privateers were private armed vessels
carrying no cargo and devoted entirely to warlike use.
9The Notice of Libels for these captured vessels
did not appear in the New England newspapers unti L over
a year after the battles. See, e.g., Boston Gazette ,
August 19, 1776.
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Letters of marque, so called because of the letters or
commissions they carried, were private armed vessels
authorized to carry freight and take prizes.-^ Since
the Machias Liberty and the Polly did not fit into either
category, the captures were illegal.
But such distinctions were lost upon the downeast
frontiersmen. These insurgents continued to overwhelm
loyalist vessels in the Bay of Fundy. They soon added
other sea marauders to the Machias Liberty and the Polly .
"We are informed that along the Eastern Coast several
small Vessels are fitting out," the Governor of Nova Scotia
fretted, "so that Navigation between Boston & this province
will become uncertain . "^^ Although some captured vessels
such as the Machias Liberty and the Diligent eventually
1 2
received rebel state commissions, the New Englanders
were notoriously lax about proper procedure. One of the
^Gardner Weld Allen, Massachusetts Privateers of
the Revolution (Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society,
1927), p. 14. Hereafter cited as Allen, Massachusetts
Privateers
, p. 14.
1:LLegge to Dartmouth, August 16, 1775: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/51, 320-321.
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boldest, Agreen Crabtree of Frenchman's Bay, seized sev-
eral loyalist vessels in his small schooner, the Hannah
and Molly
,
before applying for legal authority. In his
petition to the Massachusetts Council, he frankly admitted
that he had
taken two Sloops Employ T d in carrying Provisions
to the Enemy, both which Sloops are now Libelled
at the Court appointed to Try the Captures of such
Vessels, and as your Petitioner has never Received
any Commission, he now desires that your Honours
would take his case into your Consideration and
Grant him a Captain f s Commission. . . .13
While New England vessels began to roam the misty
waters of the Bay of Fundy in search of easy prey, ardent
downeast revolutionaries cast hungry eyes upon the land of
Nova Scotia itself. To such patriots as Stephen Smith and
Benjamin Foster, Machias, situated near the interprovin-
cial border , seemed an ideal advance base for an expedition
into the fourteenth colony. They therefore sent to General
George Washington in Cambridge a scheme for the seizure of
the province, known as the Thompson Plan. This project
required "One thousand men, including officers; four armed
Vessels and eight Transports" to rendezvous at Machias,
13petition of Agreen Crabtree, July 30, 1776:
Mass. Archives, V. 165, 477.
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where they would cross Fundy Bay and disembark at Windsor,
near the Minas Basin. From here the invaders could incite
and arm the New England settlers of the Annapolis Valley
and the Northumberland Coast. They would then march to
Halifax, brush aside its few loyalist defenders and "des-
troy the King's Dock-yard and Town, if thought proper."
The adherents of this design estimated its cost at
£10, 000. 14
Rumors of the proposed invasion reached the Hali-
fax government through passengers on those vessels still
carrying supplies between New England and Nova Scotia.
One voyager, Phineas Lovet of Annapolis, cautioned the
Halifax Council that Stephen Smith, the Machias truckmas-
ter, had spoken to him of a thrust into the colony by way
1 5
of either Western Nova Scotia or the Annapolis Valley.
Another, William Shey, informed worried authorities that
Colonel Thompson's Proposal for destroying Nova-
Scotia, n.d. : American Archives
,
Fourth Series, ed. by
Peter Force (6 vols.; Washington, D.C: United States
Government Printing Office, 1837-1853), V. 3, p. 90.
Hereafter cited as Colonel Thompson's Proposal for des-
troying Nova Scotia, n.d.: American Archives
, Fourth
Series, V. 3, p. 90.
15The Deposition of Phineas Lovet, July 15, 1775:
P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/51, 288.
24
"the people at Machias declar'd that they only waited
until the Hay & Corn in Nova Scotia were cut down & col-
lected, & then they would come & carry it off. . . . "^6
An expedition into the province in 177 5 would come
at a time when royal authority was visibly weak. Most of
the British troops garrisoned there had been dispatched to
Boston in 1768 to support General Gage. That hard-pressed
commander called upon Governor Legge to send him more
1 7
reinforcements in the spring of 177 5. x/ By July Legge had
only thirty-six regulars to defend Halifax. ^° The militia,
composed primarily of New Englanders, could not be depended
upon. Moreover, Legge learned that Halifax lacked ade-
quate defenses: "we lay open to the Country on every side,
the Batteries are dismantled, the Carriages of the Guns ail
decayed & they [are] lying on the Ground.
16Council Minutes, August 16 , 1775: P.R.O., CO.
217/51.
17Gen. Thomas Gage to Francis Legge, April 25,
177 5: Dartmouth Collection, No. 1114. Available at the
Stafford Record Office, England. Hereafter cited as Gen.
Thomas Gage to Francis Legge, April 25, 1775: Dart. Coll.,
No. 1114.
18Legge to Dartmouth, No. 43, July 31, 177 5:
P.R.O., CO. 217/51, 274-276.
19Same to Same, August 19, 1775: P.R.O., CO.
217/51, 305-307.
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General Washington received the Thompson Plan at
about the same time another bold scheme was being advanced,
this one by Benedict Arnold. It called for an overland
blow at C^ada (Quebec) by two armies. The American com-
mander-in-chief favored the Arnold Plan and intended to
devote his attention to its success. To the disappointed
adherents of the Thompson Plan, he explained the reasons
for his decision:
I apprehend such an enterprise to be inconsist-
ent with the general principle upon which the
Colonies have proceeded. That Province [Nova Scotia]
has not acceded, it is true, to the measures of Con-
gress, but it has not commenced hostilities against
them, nor are any to be apprehended. To attack it,
therefore, is a measure of conquest rather than
defence, and may be apprehended with very dangerous
consequences. It might perhaps be easy, with the
force proposed, to make an incursion into the Prov-
ince, and overawe those of the inhabitants who are
inimical to our cause, and for a short time prevent
them from supplying the enemy with provisions; but
to produce any lasting effects the same force must
continue
.
As to the furnishing vessels of force, you,
gentleren, will anticipate me in pointing out our
weakness and the enemy's strength at sea. There
would be great danger that, with the best prepara-
tions we could make, they would fall an easy prey,
either to the men-of-war on that station [Halifax]
,
or to some which would be detached from Boston. 20
^Gen. Washington to a Committee of the General
Court of the Massachusetts-Bay, August 11, 1775: American
Archives
,
Fourth Series, V. 4, p. 90.
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Although Washington's assessment of the situation
seemed logical, the downeast radicals realized that, if an
expedition were to be mounted against Nova Scotia, it
would have to come while the province remained militarily
unprepared. They decided to act alone. Under the leader-
ship of Stephen Smith, forty men in an armed sloop des-
cended upon Fort Frederick, situated on the Saint John
River, captured the garrison of four soldiers, and seized
the brig Loyal Briton , laden with livestock for the troops
in Boston. zx This foray so frightened Governor Legge that
22he issued a proclamation preparing the militia tor war.
While the Machias republicans saw benefits in
raids, they pegged their main hopes upon a rebellion by
the restive New Englanders of Nova Scotia. Some of the
most restive were inhabitants of Cumberland County. Here,
on the Chignecto Isthmus, Acadians, Yorkshiremen and New
Englanders, who lived side by side, quarrelled. The Aca-
dians, numbering thirty families, worked the lands of the
21Legge to Dartmouth, No. 48, October 17, 1775:
P.R.O., CO. 217/52, 3-6; Lloyd's Evening Post , November
13-15, 1775.
See Nova Scotia Gazette, September 5, 1775.
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English-speaking farmers and dreamed of an end to British
domination. The Yorkshiremen and the New Englanders num-
bered 220 families, the latter being the larger group.
These two peoples frequently opposed each other. The
Yorkshiremen--of the Methodist persuasion—remained closely
tied to royal authority, while the New Englanders--Congre-
gationalists - -squabbled with the Halifax government on
political issues and considered the newcomers from the
north of England squatters who had stolen land rightfully
tneirs .
*
J
One of the leaders of these Chignecto Yankees was
a native-born Scotsman, John Allan. Born in Edinburgh
Castle in 1746, John was one of eight children of Major
William Allan. His family migrated to Nova Scotia when he
was still a child, and he completed his education in Massa-
chusetts. His sojourn in New England apparently led him
to sympathize with the colonial cause. Returning to Cum-
berland County, he married Mary Patton in 1767, and turned
to the mercantile and agricultural businesses. A promi-
nent figure in Chignecto politics, he occupied such public
23See George A. Rawlyk, "The American Revolution
and Nova Scotia Reconsidered," Dalhousie Review , XLIII
(Autumn, 1963), pp. 381-382. Hereafter cited as Rawlyk,
"Nova Scotia Reconsidered," pp. 381-382.
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positions as justice of the peace, clerk of sessions and
clerk of the supreme court. Elected to the Nova Scotian
House of Assembly in 1770, he and Jonathan Eddy, a fellow
representative from Cumberland County, and their allies
caused the government much discomfort with their defense
9 /.
of colonial rights. When tidings came of an American
victory at Bunker Hill, their zealous supporters procured
TT a chaise and six horses, postillion and a flag of lib-
erty, and drove about the isthmus, proclaiming the news
and blessings of liberty."^
Allan and Eddy were given an excellent opportunity
to embarrass the crown in the autumn of 177 5. At that
time the Assembly, controlled by Halifax merchants who
maintained strong economic ties with Britain, passed two
bills, the first calling out one-fifth of the militia, the
second imposing a tax to pay for this action. The Chig-
necto settlers, including many Yorkshiremen
,
protested the
tax and the possibility of battling ,T friends and relations"
24-Robert E. Moody, 7,John Allan, "Dictionary of
American Biography , V. 1 (New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1928), p. 183.
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in a petition to the Assembly signed by 250 of their num-
ber. 26 Governor Legge, who had already alienated many by
pursuing policies unpopular with both the Halifax mer-
chants and the New England settlers, prudently decided to
27
suspend the two measures.
Not all Nova Scotians desired to join John Allan
and his friends in challenging the government through the
Assembly. Many were willing to adopt a neutral position,
waiting to see whether Tory or rebel would emerge victori
ous . Residents from Yarmouth, on the South Shore,
entreated
:
We were almost all of us born in New England, we
have Fathers, Brothers & Sisters in that Country,
divided betwixt natural affection to our nearest
relations, and good Faith and Friendship to our King
and Country, we want to know, if we may be per-
mitted at this time to live in a peaceable
State. . . .28
Petition of the Chignecto Inhabitants, December
23, 1775: Public Archives of Nova Scotia, V. 364. Here-
after cited as Petition of the Chignecto Inhabitants,
December 23, 1775: P.A.N.S., V. 364.
27Council Minutes, December 28, 1775: P.R.O.,
CO. 220/13.
28Enclosure in Legge to Dartmouth, No. 54, Decem-
ber 20, 1775: P.R.O., CO. 217/52, 36-37.
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The chief representative of the crown failed to
distinguish between the fence-sitters and the protestors.
His Majesty's Governor at Halifax believed that his Yan-
kees "were rebels to the man."29
Legge had sufficient grounds to mistrust his sub-
jects, especially those who served in the House of
Assembly and had long opposed many of his measures.
Although a few members of the Assembly answered a call from
the Governor by proclaiming their loyalty to the crown, 30
the majority of Assemblymen angrily protested that the
declaration represented the sentiments of only a thou-
sandth of the populace and pronounced themselves "Friends
to the Cause in which the whole Continent of America are
O -1
engaged .
"
J
x
Even the inhabitants of loyalist Halifax reflected
the spirit of rebellion. Some of them did not stop at
radical speeches but dared to commit seditious acts. The
anxious Governor reported to his superiors the burning of
29Legge to Dartmouth, August 19, 1775: P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/51, 305-307.
3QLloyd r s Evening Post , September 1-4, 1775.
31 Ibid. , October 30-November 1, 1775.
31
hay intended for the troops in Boston-3 " and a case of
o o
arson in the Navy Yard. J Rewards were offered for evi-
dence concerning these crimes, 3 ^" but the perpetrators
escaped detection.
The apprehensive Legge could take scant satisfac-
tion in the decision of the hard-pressed General Gage to
send him token reinforcements from Boston. 3 ^ j n spite of
these auxiliaries, the Halifax garrison could muster only
390 soldiers in November 177 5, of whom only 126 proved fit
for duty. 36
While representatives of Cumberland County debated
in the Assembly and radicals in Halifax performed daring
deeds, frontiersmen in Western Nova Scotia determined to
join the American cause. The inhabitants of Passamaquoddy,
32Legge to Gage, August 18, 1775: P.R.O., CO.
217/51, 324-325.
33 Ibid .
34See Council Minutes, June 16, 1775: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/51, 247-248; Nova Scotia Gazette , June 27 , 1775.
3 S
->
-'D. C. Harvey, "Machias and the Invasion of Nova
Scotia," Report
, Canadian Historical Association (1932),
p. 18. Hereafter cited as Harvey, "Machias and the Inva-
sion," p. 18.
36 Ibid.
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a small fishing community situated near the Massachusetts
border, chose a Committee of Safety just as their com-
patriots in Machias had done. Their proximity to New
England undoubtedly encouraged them to take such a defiant
step. The Passamaquoddy Committee applied to the Contin-
ental Congress for admittance into the "association of the
North Americans, for the preservation of their rights and
liberties," and Congress appointed a committee to examine
the petition. 37 The advocates of the Thompson Plan saw
new hope.
The committee appointed by Congress decided to
investigate the situation and sent two agents to Nova
Scotia to determine the following: the disposition of the
inhabitants toward the American cause; the condition of
fortifications in the province; the quantity of artillery
and warlike stores; and the number of soldiers, sailors
and men-of-war in Halifax. They also resolved that, if
General Washington should judge it expedient, they would
Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789 ,
ed. by W. C. Ford (34 vols.; Washington, D.C.: United
States Government Printing Office, 1904-1937), V. 3,
p. 316. Hereafter cited as Journals of the Continental
Congress
,
V. 3, P. 316.
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send a sufficient force to seize or destroy the military
and naval installations . 38
The two spies made a report of their findings In
early 1776. They declared: "From our own knowledge, and
the best information of others about eight parts out of
ten of the inhabitants of Nova Scotia would engage in the
common cause of America, could they be protected." They
further reported that the province lacked adequate forti-
fications; that the government had 150 pieces of cannon;
Lhat in Halifax there was one ship of war and 200 soldiers
and that another warship was stationed at Annapolis. 39
Some months after the Passamaquoddy pioneers had
declared for the Americans, another hamlet in Western
Nova Scotia made a similar pronouncement. Maugerville,
situated on the Saint John River, chose a Committee of
Safety and declared its willingness to submit to the Massa
chusetts government: "we are Ready with our Lives and
3
^
Journals of the Continental Congress , V . 3
,
p. 316.
-^Report of Messrs. Willard and Child, n.d.
:
American Archives
, Fourth Series, V. 4, p. 1149. George
Washington dismissed the value of this report when he
learned that the two spies had based their intelligence
upon hearsay alone. See Gen. Washington to President of
Congress [John Hancock], February 14, 1776: ibid., p. 1148.
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fortunes to Share with them the Event of the present
Struggle for Liberty, however God in his Province may
order it."40 The Maugerville settlers, 125 of whom had
declared their independence from the crown, dispatched
two agents to the Massachusetts General Court to dis-
close their bold decision. 4^
While different settlements throughout the prov-
ince edged closer to open rebellion, the Halifax Govern-
ment watched helplessly, unable to disting\iish between
hearsay and reality. Wild rumors swept the capital. Word
spread that the Continental Congress had raised 13,000
soldiers to invade the colony and that only fear of a
smallpox epidemic in Halifax had detained them. 42 Gossip-
ers reported that some Chignecto inhabitants had gone to
New England to invite an American expedition to liberate
^"uResoives of the Inhabitants of Sunbury County,
May 14, 1776: Mass. Archives, V. 144, 154.
41 Ibid. , 157.
42Council Minutes, December 15, 1775: P.R.O.,
CO. 220/13, 437; New Hampshire Gazette , September 7,
1776.
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Nova Scotia from British tyranny. J Whisperers told of a
Congressional plan to seize the island of Cape Breton. ^4
Distressed Halifax officials received a reprieve in
the spring of 1776: William Howe evacuated Boston and
brought his battered army to Halifax. As long as such a
large force remained in the province, little danger existed
of Nova Scotia becoming another Massachusetts. Rebels,
recognizing this grim fact, determined to bide their time.
Fate proved generous to the eager republicans in
the summer of 1776 when Howe and his reorganized army
departed from the Nova Scotian capital to do battle with
Washington at Brooklyn Heights. Although the British gen-
eral left a few reinforcements in Nova Scotia, that colony
still lay exposed to attack. Lamented one unhappy Tory to
a friend in England: "We have little to write from hence
now the troops have left us; we appear as dead as London
in autumn; the change with us was as great as from January
43Legge to Dartmouth, No. 60, February 15, 1776:
P.R.O., CO. 217/52, 107-108.
^So widespread was this last rumor that even the
British press reported it. See, e.g., LI oyd j s Eveni ng
Post
, March 20-22, 1776.
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to July is with the Londoners
.
The Machias expansionists seized upon this new
opportunity. Reverend James Lyon wrote to the Massachu-
setts General Court: "I ask for a small army to subdue
Nova Scotia, or at least that some person or persons be
given leave to raise men to go against that province at
their own risk."^
Radicals in Nova Scotia also saw the opening.
Some, such as Jonathan Eddy, had been trying for months
to promote an invasion. Eddy and Isaiah Beaudreau, an
^Extract of a letter from Halifax, June 23, 1776:
Lloyd's Evening Post
,
July 29-31, 1776. That Nova Scotia
lacked adequate troops to repel an American invasion can
be seen frcm a report drawn up in August 1776. This pub-
lication, collected from the best authorities in the
province, listed the following military units in Nova
Scotia: in Halifax, two battalions of marines, numbering
900 rank and file, with nearly 100 invalids, twelve
artillerymen, one company of the 14th Regiment, numbering
forty-seven rank and file, and one company of Royal High-
land Emigrants, numbering thirty-nine rank and file; in
King's County, part of the Royal Highland Emigrants, num-
bering 237 rank and file; in Cumberland County, a regiment
of Royal Fencible Americans, numbering 272 rank and file
(many of whom were prone to desert). See The Remembrancer ,
or Impartial Repository of Public Events , 1776, Part III
(London: printed for J. Almon, 1777), pp. 265-266. Here-
after cited as Remembrancer , 1776, Part III, pp. 265-266.
^^Lyon to Massachusetts General Court, September
10, 1776: Mass. Archives, V. 195, 219.
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Acadian from the Chignecto Isthmus, had journeyed to the
rebellious colonies in March to seek assistance from
either Washington in Cambridge or the Continental Con-
gress in Philadelphia. But the American commander-in-
chief was devoting all his resources to more urgent prob-
lems,^ and Congress appeared uninterested.^
At the suggestion of some members of the Congress
Eddy took his plan to the Massachusetts General Court.
His hopes could not have been very high. Reverend James
Lyon perhaps echoed his sentiments:
Some members of the Court [Lyon wrote] consider the
eastern country as a moth (costs more than it is
worth and would be wise to let it suffer and Sink).
Should your honors believe the east to be a moth,
dispose of it, and give us the right of dominion.
We shall then become an independent state ourselves
and we shall think of Nova Scotia as worth annexing
to our dominion. ^9
Eddy took to the court a list of settlers in the
Chignecto Isthmus who pledged to join an invading force.
^Washington to President of Congress, March 27,
1776: The Writings of George Washington, 1745-1799
, ed.
by J. C. Fitzpatrick (39 vols.; Washington, D.C.: United
States Government Printing Office, 1931-1944), V. 4,
pp. 437-438. Hereafter cited as Washington to President
of Congress, March 27, 1776: Writings of George Washing-
ton
,
V. 4, pp. 437-438.
AO
°See Kerr, Maritime Provinces
,
p. 73.
^Lyon to Massachusetts General Court, September
10, 1776: Mass. Archives, V. 195, 219.
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He argued his case with great vigor, but the court,
although interested, felt that an army could not be spared
at that time for such a perilous undertaking. It did
offer supplies and ammunition for whatever troops the Cum-
berland Yankee could muster himself. Eddy accepted these
contributions and departed for Machias
.
^
Here he met John Allan, who had spent the summer
inciting the Indians cf Nova Scotia to attack the crown.
Allan inquired as to the strength of Eddy's expeditionary
force and learned that his fellow conspirator planned to
51disembark with twenty-eight men and an armed schooner. x
When Eddy left Machias in mid-August to begin his
invasion, he went without the approval of John Allan, who
felt that his compatriot had far too little for such an
ambitious scheme. But Eddy trusted that the frontiersmen
of Western Nova Scotia and Cumberland County would prove
50Petition of Jonathan Eddy, August 28, 1776:
American Archives , Fifth Series, ed. by Peter Force
(3 vols.; Washington, D.C.: United States Government
Printing Office, 1851-1853), V. 2, p. 733; Resolve on the
Petition of Jonathan Eddy, September 2, 1776: ibid.,
p. 735.
51
Military Operations in Eastern Maine and Nova
Scotia during the Revolution
,
comp. by Frederic Kidder
(Albany, N.Y.: Joel Munsell, 1867), p. 12. Hereafter
cited as Military Operations , p. 12.
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as militant as those of Machias. He believed that, once
the spark of revolution had been struck, all of Nova Scotia
would rally behind his tiny army. Reverend James Lyon
offered the departing pioneer a blessing when he wrote:
"I highly approve of the noble spirit and resolution of
Captain Eddy and heartily wish him success and all the
CO
honour of reducing Nova Scotia."
One month after Eddy's guerilla force had departed,
the captors of the armed schooner Margaretta appeared in a
Massachusetts prize court and listened as a judge con-
53
demned the vessel. Between the seizure of the Margar -
etta and the departure of Jonathan Eddy, captains from
many New England ports had fitted out vessels to join their
companions in preying upon Nova Scotian shipping. As the
months passed, their activities increased. They struck
with sudden force, and they influenced Eddy's undertaking
in a way that the bold and determined rebel had not fore-
seen.
Lyon to Massachusetts General Court, September
10, 1776: Mass. Archives, V. 195, 219.
5T^ JSee Notice of Libels, Boston Gazette
,
August 19,
1776. Trial date was fixed for September 19, 1776.
CHAPTER III
THE STORM BREAKS
In the autumn of 177 5 the Continental Congress
heard of two brigs on their way from the British Isles to
Canada (Quebec) with cargoes of arms and ammunition. 1
George Washington sent two armed schooners from Beverly,
the Hancock
,
commanded by Captain Nicholas Broughton, 2 and
the Franklin
,
commanded by Captain John Selman, to inter-
cept them. The American commander-in-chief instructed
the privateersmen that under no circumstances were they to
molest any vessel, "the Property of the Inhabitants of
-•-President of Congress to Gen. Washington, Octo-
ber 5, 1775: American Archives , Fourth Series, V. 3,
p. 950.
2Many historians have mistakenly stated that
Nicholas Broughton commanded the schooner Lynch on this
cruise. Among those in error are John R. Spears in his
History of Our Navy, 1775-1897 (4 vols.; New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1897), V. 1, p. 201, and Wilfred
B. Kerr in his Maritime Provinces
,
p. 106. But the Lynch
was not commissioned until early 1776. That Broughton
commanded the Hancock at this time can be seen in a bill
for outfitting four schooners, reprinted in Naval Docu-
ments of the American Revolution , V. 1-4 ed. by William
Bell Clark; V. 5 ed. by William James Morgan (5 vols.;
Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing
Office, 1964-1971), V. 2, pp. 1379-1385. Hereafter cited
as Naval Documents , V. 2, pp. 1379-1385.
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Canada, not employed in any Respect in the Service of the
ministerial army. . . .
The two schooners missed the ammunition brigs and
lingered in the Strait of Canso for several weeks, seizing
a number of local vessels loaded with fish. Already they
had violated Washington's orders. Next they called at
Pictou, located on the Northumberland Coast, where the two
captains learned from sympathetic New Englanders about the
likelihood of loot on Saint John's Island (now Prince
Edward Island). Now the Yankees turned from privateering
to piracy. They arrived in the harbor of Charlottetown,
defenseless capital of the island colony, on November 17,
passing in unnoticed by the rusting guns of Fort Amherst
at the entrance to the bay, and sent a raiding party
ashore. They further threatened to set fire to the town.
Attorney -General Phillips Callbeck, chief administrator of
the island in the absence of the governor, met the intru-
ders at the town wharf in the hope, of dissuading them from
burning the capital. "Not having heard that the rebel-
eorge Washington to Capt. Nicholas Broughton,
October 16, 1775: Writings of George Washington
,
V.4,
pp. 33-34.
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lious Colony had fitted out Privateers," he later
recounted, ?T I judged them to be Pirates; by their Con-
duct, they were Actually such."^
Captain Selman ordered Callbeck on board the
Franklin
, not permitting him to return to his home for
petty luggage. As the unfortunate official boarded the
schooner, a sailor struck him. Selman demanded the keys
to Callbeck' s house and the Charlottetown stores. But
some of the more eager Yankees had already broken into
three buildings and seized the contents, mainly rations
for new settlers. They next visited Callbeck 1 s residence,
smashed the doors of several rooms and carried off car-
pets, mirrors, bedding, curtains, plate, furniture, liquor,
food and Mrs. Callbeck' s jewelry. This last forfeiture
especially distressed the Attorney-General, who could not
bear the thought of his wife's bracelets and rings adorn-
ing the female "connections of these villains.' 7 ^ Callbeck
estimated his total loss at £2,000.
'Phillips Callbeck to Lord Dartmouth, January 5,
1776: P.R.O., CO. 226/6, 78.
5Ibid.
,
p. 79.
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According to the Attorney-General, the rebels then
"blood- thirstily sought Mrs. Callbeck for the purpose (to
use their own Words) of cuting her throat." She was the
daughter of a well-known Boston Tory who had apparently
incurred the wrath of some of the visitors. Failing to
find her, they settled for loot in the governor's mansion,
which they proceeded to ransack. Finally, they arrested
Thomas Wright, the surveyor for the colony. After a stay
of two days at Charlottetown they departed with Callbeck
and Wright as hostages.
The Hancock and the Franklin returned to the
Strait of Canso, where they captured several more fishing
vessels.'7 Meanwhile, Callbeck and Wright argued with Sel-
man and Broughton about the legality of their actions,
pointing out that the Americans had no right to seize them
or their property. The captors examined their orders,
which did caution them about the taking of private property
6Callbeck to Dartmouth, January 5, 1776: P.R.O.,
CO. 226/6
,
79.
^They seized seven vessels on this cruise. Since
all these captures were illegal, they were eventually
returned to their lawful owners. See William Bell Clark,
George Washington's Navy (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1960), Chapters V and VII.
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and did not mention Saint John's Island. But they were
adamant in their refusal to release the two officials, who
pleaded that their internment in New England would mean a
lengthy delay before their return to the island. Callbeck
later confessed his anguish for his pregnant wife:
These brutal violators of domestic felicity [he
wrote], have left her without a Single Glass of
wine, without a Candle to burn, or a Sufficiency of
Provisions of the bread-kind; most of the furniture
of her house taken away, & for what I know all of
her CI oaths. 8
bCallbeck to Dartmouth, January 5, 1776: P.R.O.,
CO. 226/6, 79. The Yankee pirates carried their two
prisoners into Winter Harbor, situated over 100 miles
northeast of Boston. From here the hapless officials
journeyed overland to rebel headquarters at Cambridge.
When George Washington learned of the outrageous treatment
meted out to the pair, he released them with apologies and
dismissed Broughton and Seiman from their posts. For Sel-
man's account of the dismissal, see his letter to Elridge
Gerry, dated March 18, 1813 and reprinted in the S al em
Gazette
,
July 22, 1856. The American commander-in-chief
had already encountered difficulties with Broughton. That
fervent marauder, while commanding the schooner Hannah
,
had seized a vessel owned by John Langdon, a delegate to
the Continental Congress, on the pretext that its master
was loitering near Boston Harbor in the hope of being
captured by the British. See Washington to Langdon,
September 22, 1775: Naval Documents , V. 2, p. 169. Wash-
ington does not appear to have had much regard for many of
his Yankee privateers. "Our rascally privateersmen go on
at the old rate," he wrote to his secretary, Joseph Reed,
"mutinying if they cannot do as they please." Letter of
November 20, 177 5: Writings of George Washington , V. 4,
p. 106. But he also realized their value. In 1775 he
found his nondescript army lacking in arms and powder, and
he determined to supply it from those transports that were
45
Such actions as this harsh raid were typical of
what was soon to follow. In abandoning privateering for
piracy the Yankees negated American principles and often
fell upon defenseless settlers who, at the beginning of
the conflict between Britain and America, would have been
willing to risk royal fury by joining those Yankees who
came to their shores. Indeed, throughout the decisive
years 1775 and 1776 many Nova Scotians showed signs of a
deep restiveness, a seditious spirit and a strong sym-
pathy for their New England brethren. William Hazen, the
Tory trader of the Saint John River, admitted that his
neighbors were indisputably attached to the American
9
cause. Twenty Liverpool fishermen demonstrated the truth
of Hazen' s impression when they left Nova Scotia to join
continually bringing war munitions from the British Isles
to the redcoats in North America. Daring patriots like
Jeremiah O'Brien, captor of the Margaretta , had already
demonstrated the weakness of the enemy supply line. Thus
Washington gave the sea marauders his blessing. So
alarmed was the Governor of Nova Scotia by erroneous
reports of the activities of Selman and Broughton off his
shores that he felt obliged to declare martial law. See
Proclamation of Francis Legge , December 5, 177 5: American
Archives
,
Fourth Series, V. 4, p. 195.
^Petition of William Hazen, August 20, 1776:
Mass. Archives, V. 165, 131.
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the New England rebels. J- u Settlers in Onslow, a pro-
American hamlet near the Minas Basin, asked Massachusetts
authorities either to assist them in combatting the Hali-
fax government or to send vessels to take them away
because of their distressed conditions .H They further
showed their independence of British authority by aiding
some shipwrecked American privateersmen in making their
1 2
escape. Residents of Barrington, on the South Shore,
charged that the British had attempted to incite the
Indians to attack them and declared their willingness to
1 3fight for the American cause. One British general
reported that many Barrington settlers showed a strong
ournal and Votes of the House of Assembly,
November 18, 1775: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 801-802.
^Committee of the Massachusetts Council to Con-
tinental Congress, August 2, 1776: Mass. Archives, V.
195, 165.
12Lt.-Gov. Mariot Arbuthnot to Rev. David Smith,
November 19, 1776: P.A.N.S., V. 136. When Onslow sent
representatives to Halifax in 1777, the Assembly refused
to seat them because of the town's political sympathies.
Minute from the Journal of the House of Assembly to
Arbuthnot, June 11, 1777: P.R.O., CO. 217/53, 103.
13Petition to the Massachusetts General Court,
October 19, 1776: Mass. Archives, V. 211, 122.
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inclination to assist New Englanders
.
14 Even citizens of
Halifax, loyalist capital of a simmering province, did
not esc-r.pe from the defiant temper of the times. In the
summer of 1776, a radical paper entitled "Extracts from
the Boston & New Hampshire News Papers" suddenly appeared
in the metropolis . Indeed, revolutionary sentiments
seemed widespread enough to lend credence to an exagger-
ated report from an inhabitant of the Chignecto Isthmus,
sent to George Washington in February 1776:
The generality of the Province [the report rani . . •
sympathize with the Colonies. The least encourage-
ment or opportunity would have excited the people to
join in the defence of the liberty of America, always
rejoicing when they heard any flying report that an
invasion was intended. 16
Why, if republican sympathies so embraced Nova
Scotia, did the seditious settlers of the fourteenth
colony fail to support the Revolution during the decisive
months of 177 5-1776? The activities of Yankee mariners
provide an answer to this perplexing question. Because
14Mai .-Gen. Eyre Massey to Arbuthnot, October 6,
1776: P.R.O., CO. 217/52, 230.
15Council Minutes, July 12, 1776: P.R.O., CO.
220/1, 319-321.
1 (>American Archives
, Fourth Series, V. 5, p. 936.
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New England produced few commodities which could be sold
in the mother country, colonists had to market their
surplus fish, beef and lumber wherever they could. Dur-
ing the years preceding the Revolution they had built up
a vast fleet which traded throughout the world. From the
West Indies to Europe, even to Africa, Yankee vessels had
regularly appeared in ports of trade. The colonial need
for vessels had grown rapidly, and by 177 5 shipbuilding
had become the most important Yankee industry.
But with the commencement of hostilities the Royal
Navy suddenly halted much of the lucrative New England
trade. Frustrated merchants and mariners now dared not
venture far from their home ports in search of markets.
As they turned to privateering or piracy, their attention
focused upon Nova Scotia. Because of its proximity to New
England, the colony offered the seamen a chance to recoup
their losses. During the critical months of 1775 and 1776
they began to sweep the thousand -mile coast of the prov-
ince. From Portland Point near the mouth of the Saint
John River to Pictou on the Northumberland Coast, every
shore town--regardless of its geographical remotencss--
received unwelcomed visitors. As the months passed, they
swamped the coastal waters of the colony, dodging in and
49
out of coves, creeks and rivers to escape British patrols.
"The Coasts hereabouts swarm with little privateers from
New England," fumed one outraged Halifax native, "which
getting into creeks and shoal water where the men of war
cannot follow them, do a great deal of mischief."-' Many
of these intruders devoted special attention to the Gulf
of Saint Lawrence and the Bay of Fundy. Edgar Stanton
Maclay, in his history of American privateers, wrote that
during the first two years of the Revolution, so many of
them collected off Halifax Harbor and in the Saint Lawrence
Gulf that they often interfered with one another. 18
Many individuals concerned with these privateers
shared the loot. The usual terms of an article of agree-
ment between the owners and the company of a vessel
granted to the captain and the officers all belongings of
officers of a corresponding grade on prizes taken, exclud-
ing gold, silver and personal property. Usually the
owners received one-half of the net proceeds of all
1
'Extract of a letter from Halifax, October 30,
1776: Lloyd's Evening Post
,
December 20-23, 1776.
-^Edgar Stanton Maclay, A History of American
Privateers (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1899),
p. 70. Hereafter cited as Maclay, Privateers
, p. 70.
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seizures; the other half was divided between the officers
and the crew. Special rewards went to the mariner who
spied a valuable prize and to the first man who boarded
an enemy. Additional shares went to those heroes who
suffered the loss of a limb. Shares belonging to those
killed in an engagement went to their legal representa-
tives. Both owners and crew divided the shares of desert-
19ers
.
x y
Two distinct classes of vessels preyed upon Nova
Scotian craft throughout the Revolution. The first,
larger craft of private ownership with commissions or
letters of marque authorizing them to make war on a hos-
tile power, usually adhered to the rules of maritime war-
fare. But the second class, consisting of smaller craft
that usually fitted out in Eastern Massachusetts, often
lacked legal authority and indulged in wanton plunder. ^0
l^For an example of an early article of agreement,
made between the captain and crew of the privateer brigan-
tine Mars , and signed June 23, 1762, see John Franklin
Jameson, Privateering and Piracy in the Colonial Period
(New York: The Macmil lan Company, 1923), pp. 581-585.
Hereafter cited as Jameson, Privateering and Piracy , pp.
581-585.
20See Edwin Crowell, A History of Barrington Town-
ship and Vicinity (Yarmouth, N.S.: no publisher given,
n.d. [1923], p. 187.
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Much confusion has arisen over the question of
whether. the men who made up the crews of Yankee vessels
were "privateersmen." Although they often had letters of
authority, these cornmissioxis were of dubious legal value.
Moreover, the rebels constantly violated their instruc-
tions by committing illegal acts in Nova Scotian waters.
They therefore should be considered pirates, not priva-
teersmen .
Often a single cruise could enrich the lucky.
Early in the war Captain Agreen Crabtree, whose fondness
for loot appears as great as his name was vivid, seized
five vessels in Liverpool Harbor: a ship mounting four
guns and eight swivels, one brig, two schooners and a
9
1
sloop. x This expedition, noted one historian, was a
9 9
"very successful cruise for that day.'
Before the Yankees could divide their spoils
legally, a captured vessel and its cargo had to be con-
demned in a maritime court in one of the four New England
states. Connecticut had five prize courts, which held
^Boston Gazette
,
November 4, 1776; New Hampshire
Gazette , November 26, 1776.
Maclay, Privateers
, p. 71.
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sessions in Hartford, Fairfield, Litchfield, New London
and New Haven. The admiralty court for Rhode Island sat
in Providence, while the one for New Hampshire met at
Portsmouth. Massachusetts was divided into three admi-
ralty districts, the two most active being situated in
Boston (Middle District) and Plymouth (Southern District).
Eastern Massachusetts, also called Maine, was constituted
a separate admiralty district. Its court usually held
sessions in Pownalborough (now Wiscasset) . 23 Judicial
impartiality scarcely dominated any of the court proceed-
ings. For example, the judge of the New Hampshire court,
Joshua Brackett, had invested his own money in a priva-
teer. 2 ^"
The Notice of Libels for a vessel ran much like
the one for the Royal George , a richly-laden brigantine
seized while bound from Ireland to Halifax, and advertised
by Judge Timothy Langdon:
23From this time Eastern Massachusetts was often
called "The District of Maine" until its organization as
a state in 1820. See William Willis, A History of the
Law, the Courts and the Lawyers of Maine (Portland, Me.:
Bailey & Noyes, 1863), p. 98.
24-See William G. Saltonstall, Ports of Piscataqua
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1941), p. 106,
p. 111.
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A Libel is filed before me in behalf of the
owners and commanders of, and marines and mariners
on board the private armed schooner Hannah and Molly
,
and in behalf of the owners and commanders of, and
the marines and mariners on board the private armed
schooner Dolphin
,
against the Brigantine Royal
George
,
burthen about 100 tons, and commanded by
Dennis Doyle, and brought into . . . [the] Eastern
District, and said to be the property of some of
the subjects of the king of Great Britain, armed,
infesting the sea coast, and in the service of the
enemies of the United States of America. And a Mari-
time Court for said District and for the tryal of
the justice of said capture, will be held at the
meeting house in the East District of Pownalborough
,
on Tuesday the 15th day of October, 1776, at the
hour of ten in the forenoon. . . .25
Usually but not always when a maritime court con-
demned a vessel, an advertisement would appear in the
local newspapers stating the time and place of the prize's
sale. For exampla, the Boston Independent Chronicle
printed a notice declaring that the Royal George would be
sold in Salem on November 27, 1776.^6
Angry Nova Scotians sometimes appealed the ver-
dicts that went against them in these courts. Although
they occasionally recovered their property through supreme
ZDSee Notice of Libels, Boston Gazette
,
September
30, 1776. For a list of Nova Scotian vessels seized and
libelled in the New England prize courts, see Appendix C.
^Issue of November 21, 1776.
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court decisions, many months passed between the condemna-
tion by the lower court and the reversal of its decision
by a superior court. For example, when Isaac Smith and
A_mos Hilton of Nova Scotia appealed a maritime court
decision concerning their schooner Britannia
, the new ver-
dict was returned in their favor. But the vjssel, captured
in the summer of 1776, was not restored to its original
owners until nearly one year later. 27
The New England prize courts did not begin to
function until the early months of 1776. By that time a
number of seizures had been made, and eager freebooters,
most of whom had gone to sea in pursuit of spoils rather
than wages, did not bother with such troublesome formali-
ties. As they persisted in attacking the far-flung Nova
Scotian communities in ever-growing numbers, Governor
Legge warned that they were "continually on our Coast,"
intercepting vessels and preventing the shipping of sup-
plies to and from the colony. ^8
27i S aac Smith and Amos Hilton vs. Agreen Crabtree,
June 20, 177 7: File Papers of the Supreme Judicial Court
of Suffolk County, V. 867, Case No. 137542. Available at
the Government Center, Boston.
28Legge to Dartmouth, No. 59, January 12, 1776:
P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/52, 83.
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In their frantic search for booty, the Yankees
seized Nova Scotian vessels making three different types
of voyages. First of these cruises concerned craft
engaged in lengthy journeys , such as those travelling
between Nova Scotia and the West Indies or Nova Scotia
and the British Isles. Vessels captured while making such
trips were usually storeships carrying a large quantity of
provisions. Often the seizure of only one such craft
would insure a high profit. For example, two privateers,
the Montgomery and the Eagle
,
were out on a cruise only
one day when they happened upon the schooner Property
,
bound from Haiti to Halifax. She proved a valuable prize,
yielding 9,000 gallons of rum, 6,000 weight of sugar and
supplies of cotton, wool, flour and coffee. ^9 Vessels
coming from the British Isles could prove as valuable as
those from the West Indies. Such a craft was a brigan-
tine taken by Yankee privateers while bound from Waterford
to Halifax. An inventory found her to be carrying: "200
tierces of pork, 231 barrels of beef, 270 firkins of but-
ter, 169 barrels of oatmeal, 11 tierces of beef, 1 crock
z ^Boston Gazette
, October 28, 1776; Providence
Gazette, November 2, 1776.
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of butter, 25 sacks split peas, 25 boxes candles, 30 boxes
of soap, 20 barrels pork. "30
Vessels engaged in a second kind of cruise also
proved important captures. These were large transports
travelling between Nova Scotia and Tory bastions in the
rebellious colonies, such as Boston or New York City.
Many of these craft were carrying supplies to the redcoats
in the beleagured cities. An example would be the sloop
Success
,
whose master, John Hitch, "the Tory Major Sheriff
of Boston," was returning from the fourteenth colony with
"refreshments for the Garrison at Boston" when his vessel
was seized off Boston Lighthouse and carried into Salem. 31
Vessels making a third type of voyage also proved
of value to the men who seized them. These were small
craft that sailed from one port in Nova Scotia to another
—
or to New England towns. Their owners were often humble
fishermen or farmers taking their meager provisions to
3QBoston Gazette
,
September 30, 1776.
31-An Instrument of Protest against the Seizure of
the Sloop Success, 30 Nov. 1775, by American rebels on
return from Nova Scotia, dated December 27, 1775. Avail-
able at the Boston Public Library. Many loyalists
boarded craft in this category, determined to flee from
the growing holocaust engulfing the Thirteen Colonies to
the relative calm of Nova Scotia. For an example of such
a Tory-laden vessel, see Boston Gazette , April 8, 1776.
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market. Many of them hailed from those tiny settlements
which surrounded the Bay of Fundy. Sometimes the vessels
yielded a lucrative cargo, as an article in the New Hamp-
shire Gazette noted in the summer of 1776: "Wednesday
was brought into Falmouth by Capt. Crabtree a sloop from
Annapolis bound to Halifax, taken off the Grand Passage,
laden with lumber, hand pikes, butter, cheese, pota-
toes &c." 32
The danger to vessels in these three categories
caused Francis Legge many anxious hours. The harried
executive's dispatches bulged with dire warnings about
Yankee activities. He informed General Gage "that it will
become extreme [ly] necessary to station [in the Bay of
FundyJ at least a Sloop of War with one or two arm'd
Schooners for the Protection of the provision Vessels." 33
In reply to Legge T s many urgent pleas for aid in combat-
ting such a treacherous foe, the Earl of Suffolk sent a
32 Issue of July 13, 1776.
33Legge to Gage, July 26, 1775: P.R.O., C.O.
217/51, 456-458. Also see Samuel Graves to Capt. William
Duddingston, September 10, 1775: The Conduct of Vice-
Admiral Graves in North America in 1774, 1775 and January
1776, Ms. 14038. Available at the British Museum, London.
Hereafter cited as Samuel Graves to Capt. William Dud-
dingston, September 10, 1775: Conduct of Graves.
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regiment to Halifax,-^ while Vice-Admiral Samuel Graves
ordered two schooners, the Hope and the St. Lawrence
, to
the fog-bound waters of Nova Scotia n to sink, burn and
destroy these Pyrates , or any aiding or assisting, wher-
ever they can be found.
"
J
But such measures failed to protect the many miles
of Nova Scotian coast from increasing harassment. The
Halifax government simply lacked the necessary troops and
vessels to counter the ever-swelling number of raiders.
Moreover, when British warships did arrive in the colony's
waters to combat the enemy, their stay was often tempor-
ary. An officer on board the English frigate Cerebus
wrote to London: "We are going to Halifax to winter and
refit, and then to cruize for the American privateers,
which are very numerous, and they take a great many of the
transports . "^6 At the time this letter was penned the
34Suffolk to Legge, October 16, 1775: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/51, 326-330.
35Graves to Philip Stephens, July 24, 1775: Con-
duct of Graves.
-^Extract 0 f a letter from on board His Majesty's
Ship [sic] Cerebus
,
February 8, 1776: Lloyd's Evening
Post , March 18-20, 1776.
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Cerebus alone defended the Nova Scotian capital, and
shortly thereafter she went elsewhere.
With no adequate defenses to halt them, myriads
of Yankees descended upon the shore towns of Nova Scotia.
Canso on the Eastern Shore, Maugerville on the Saint John
River, Liverpool on the South Shore --numerous settlements
received nocturnal visits from the heartless New England-
ers. They entered harbors, rivers and coves, committing
various depredations on land, burning vessels in port and
at sea seizing valuable prizes. To the helpless Nova
Scotians, they appeared to be everywhere at once. One day
they might be cruising in the Bay of Fundy
,
seeking out
large vessels bound for Halifax. The next day they might
be sweeping the tiny communities on the South Shore. Few
settlers escaped their attention. Some were hit hard.
For example, Simeon Perkins reported after one raid that
New Englanders had seized his brother as well as taking
"near 20 sail about the Head of the Cape. "38
J
'Legge to Dartmouth, No. 59, January 12, 1776:
P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/52, 83.
38Entry of September 13, 1776: Innis, ed. , Per-
kins Diary
, p. 129.
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Although the seamen struck all along the thousand-
mile coastline of the fourteenth colony, they hit espe-
cially hard at the settlements in Western Nova Scotia. "I
Cannot help feeling for the Inhabitants of the Western
parts of Nova Scotia," wrote Richard Derby of Salem, "who
have in General been made miserable by the Depredations of
our Small Privateers on that Coast." 39 Residents of these
western lands angrily petitioned the Massachusetts General
Court for losses sustained by the privateersmen
. John
Anderson, a merchant residing on the River Saint John,
reported that he and his critically-ill wife were cap-
tured on board their vessel as they were making their way
to Boston, where Mrs. Anderson planned to consult sur-
geons. William Hazen, the Tory trader of Portland Point,
wrote that a small vessel of his was overwhelmed and
•^Richard Derby to the Massachusetts General Court,
November 16, 1778: Mass. Archives, V. 169. 321. Reprinted
in Annals of Yarmouth and Barring ton in the Revolutionary
War
,
comp. by Edmund Duval Poole (Yarmouth, ".S.: Laws on
Brothers, 1899), p. 52. Hereafter cited as Poole, Annals ,
p. 52. Although Derby, himself the owner of a number of
Yankee privateers, penned these lines in 1778, Western
Nova Scotia was already suffering from the blows of the
New Englanders during the critical years 177 5 and 1776.
^Petition of John Anderson, May 19, 1780: Mass.
Archives, V. 176, 413-415. Although written in 1780 by
William Anderson on behalf of his father, this plea refers
to events in 177 5.
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carried into Newburyport. Ebenezar Farnam claimed that
buccaneers seized his boat at Passamaquoddy and later lost
it at sea. He concluded: "your Petitioner verily believes
had she arrived safe that she would not have been Con-
demned.
As the bold New Englanders stepped up their acti-
vities along the shores of both Western Nova Scotia and
the eastern country, hearsay exaggerated their deeds and
strength. For example, when Sir William Howe and his army
fled Boston in the spring of 1776, the battered Britons
duelled with their enemies in the chilly waters off Nova
Scotia. Wild rumors spread that the encounter had ended
in disaster for the King's forces. One account insisted
that the rebels had driven the crowded transports into the
Bay of Fundy, feared by both British and American naval
commanders because of its treacherous tides and fogs.
Here the English faced a large number of provincials who
had seized the Saint John River and erected floating bat-
teries to snare them. Concluded this report: "it is not
doubted but that General Howe with the whole fleet have
^lPetition of William Hazen, August 20, 1776:
Mass. Archives, V. 165, 131.
^•^petition of Ebenezar Farnam, November 18, 1776:
Mass. Archives, V. 166, 46.
62
shared much of the same fate which befel Lord Dunmore."^ J
Another rumor had it that Arnold and Montgomery had taken
Quebec, which dizzied Governor Legge with fear. He fore-
saw an invincible coalition of Yankee raiders and captured
British warships sweeping down on his province as soon as
the spring sun melted the ice-bound Saint Lawrence River. 4 '
Although Francis Legge did all in his power to
protect his subjects, he did not remain at his post long
enough to see the headaches inflicted on them removed.
The Governor was recalled in the spring of 1776. During
his stay he had demonstrated his zeal and resourcefulness.
He had sought permission to station vessels in the Bay of
Fundy to protect provision ships; had ordered repairs made
to the Halifax dockyard; and had initiated a campaign to
induce negligent settlers to take the oath of allegiance.
43Lloyd's Evening Post
,
May 24-27, 1776. At the
end of 177 5 Lord Dunmcre
,
Royal Governor of Virginia,
found himself forced to evacuate Norfolk. For some months
he and his followers were confined to their vessels off
the Virginia coast. Cooped up, badly fed and crowded,
they were continually harassed by the rebels. See Allen
French, The First Year of the American Revolution (Boston
and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1934), pp. 578-
580.
44Legge to Dartmouth, No. 60, February 15, 1776:
P.R.O., CO. 217/52, 107-108.
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But Legge had alienated many New Englanders in Nova Scotia
by his attempt to raise a militia force to fight their
brethren. Influential Halifax merchants also turned on
him when he pursued policies detrimental to their inter-
ests.^
Legge handed over power to Mariot Arbuthnot, a
doughty naval officer who took the title of lieutenant-
governor. Nova Scotia had no governor-in-residence from
1776 to 1782. Arbuthnot quickly came to hold the same low
opinion of his subjects as had his predecessor. He was
soon complaining to Lord George Germain that both "the
New England people and Acadians . . . are bitter bad sub-
jects."46
Arbuthnot faced the same difficulties that had so
troubled Legge. Shortly after his arrival in Halifax he
informed Whitehall that the "paltry privateers" were enter-
ing Nova Scotian harbors "to very near this port," seizing
4
-'The charges against Legge are given in Germain
to George III, July 26, 1776: P.R.O., CO. 217/52,
176-182.
46Arbuthnot to Germain, December 31, 1776:
P.A.N.S. , V. 45.
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numerous floating craft and doing "much mischief." 4 '7 To
check them, Arbuthnot sent an officer and fifty armed men
to Cape Sable and thirty armed men to Liverpool. 48 Real-
izing that the small Yankee privateers could easily escape
from the clumsy warships of the Royal Navy, he purchased
TT a small Armed Vessel of 4 Carriage and 10 Swiyvel Cuns
,
Maned with forty people" to pursue the cunning foe, a
step that cost ,02,000. He confidently predicted that the
acquisition of this vessel "will be the only expence
attending this business . "^
But the Lieutenant-Governor's efforts proved of no
avail. During the summer and autumn of 1776 the rapacious
New Englanders increased their activities along the great
stretches of rugged Nova Scotian coast. Their seizures
steadily mounted- -as can be seen from the numerous reports
in the New England journals. Typical of the many little
articles in the Yankee newspapers at this time was one that
47Arbuthnot to Germain, October 6, 1776: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/52, 228-229.
48Ibid .
49Arbuthnot to Germain, November 4, 1776: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/52, 236-240.
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simply announced: "Yesterday sennight was sent into Bos-
ton Harbour by the Lee
,
Capt. Waters, a sloop from the
Eastward, bound for Halifax, laden with cord wood."^
Often only one or two sea marauders could inflict
tremendous damage by seizing numerous vessels in Nova
Scotian waters as the adventures of the man-of-war Alfred
,
commanded by John Paul Jones, and the sloop Providence
,
commanded by Hays ted Hacker, revealed. These two vessels
sailed from Rhode Island on November 2, 1776 in the hope
of freeing some American prisoners on Cape Breton. On the
12th they seized a brig bound from Liverpool to Halifax,
laden with a valuable cargo. On the following day they
captured the transport Melli sh off Louisbourg, carrying
clothing to the troops in Canada. On the 16th they took
near Cape North a snow with a cargo of fish. On the 18th
Captain Hacker, complaining that his vessel was leaking
badly after the foul weather she had endured, determined
to return to Rhode Island. The Alfred, continuing to
cruise alone, on the 22nd burned a transport that had run
->uBoston Gazette
,
September 16, 1776. At no other
time during the war did the New England press devote so
many articles to Nova Scotian captures as they did during
the critical years 1775 and 1776.
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aground near the Strait of Canso. On the next day she
took three transports bound from Spanish River (on Cape
Breton) to New York City. On the 26th the Alfred seized
a merchant ship of ten guns, bound from Liverpool to Hali-
fax. Although a British patrol later recaptured some of
these vessels, the Alfred returned safely to Mew England
with most of her prizes. *1 One distinguished naval his-
torian has noted that the capture of the Mellish alone
made this cruise a great success. ^2
The voyage of the Alfred and the Providence typ-
ified the devastation that New England raiders brought
during the trying years 1775 and 1776. From the beginning
of the conflict between Briton and colonist they struck
hard at the settlements of Nova Scotia. As the months
passed, their number swelled until they flooded the shores
of the province. Such geographically remote communities
as Maugerville and Passamaquoddy received visits from
^Boston Gazette , December 23, 1776. John Paul
Jones brought back so. many prisoners from this cruise that
Yankee officials, fearing that they could not lodge them
all, urged an exchange. See Memorandum of the Council
Chamber, December 18, 1776: Mass. Archives, V. 166, 124.
^Samuel Eliot Morison, John Paul Jones: A
Sailor's Biography (Boston: Little, Brown and Company,
1959), p. 85.
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them. Their activities affected Nova Scotians in many
walks of life and had far-reaching consequences that
neither British nor American leaders had foreseen.
Economic Effects
The effects of least importance during the initial
stages of the war were economic. Nevertheless, losses
sustained by Nova Scotians during this critical period
were substantial. The depredations fell heavily upon a
people who depended on the seas for their livelihood.
Moreover, colonists in 1776 faced growing demands for pro-
visions by both the British military and the steady influx
of loyalists. Worried settlers found food prices exorbi-
tant and supplies scarce. A Halifax resident lamented to
a friend in England: "Provisions . . . are very dear;
twenty years ago we bought here all the same articles for
one fourth of the present prices; even the common soap is
sold at Is. a pound. Tt ^3 Similar complaints were echoed by
a soldier garrisoned in Halifax, who concluded: "mutton
and beef are Is. 4d. per pound; fish is the chief article
^Extract of a letter from Halifax, May 19, 1776:
Lloyd's Evening Post , June 21-24, 1776.
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that people live on here." 5Z|" Indeed, shortages of food
soon became so great that Nova Scotians took to bringing
in livestock from the British Isles. ^5 Many of them,
lacking currency, carried on their trade through the bar-
tering of goods. The Americans' attacks hurt these people
deeply. One of them, Richard Valpey, was sailing from
Yarmouth to Western Nova Scotia to exchange a cargo of
rum, pork, molasses and linen for staves when he was
seized by Yankees near the mouth of the Saint John River.^
Although some rebel supporters persisted in engag-
ing in an illegal trade with the New Englanders , ' as
-^Extract of a letter from Halifax, July 3, 1776:
Lloyd's Evening Post
,
August 30-September 2, 1776.
^Such imports sometimes disappointed the set-
tlers. For example, some American prisoners-of -war who
escaped from Halifax reported that 300 head of cattle
had been shipped from England to Nova Scotia during the
summer of 1776. Of these "but 93 ... . lived through the
passage, and those miserably.
'
T See Providence Gazette
,
September 14, 1776.
Thomas Mason of the Committee of Safety for
Salem to Massachusetts Council, June 30, 1777: Mass.
Archives, V. 183, 53. Valpey pointed out that he had just
assisted American prisoners in escaping from Halifax and
that the residents of Yarmouth were all friendly to the
rebel s
.
Lord George Germain, for example, warned Hali-
fax authorities that a vessel owned by Malachi Salter and
cleared out for Halifax had another destination:
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critical months passed, and the Yankee activities
increased, many of them ceased bartering with their nomi-
nal enemies. Since most raiders failed to distinguish
between friend and foe when the question of booty was
involved, one can easily understand why the troubled
traders took such a step.
As the Yankees stepped up their attacks, many Nova
Scotians took their economic grievances to New England
authorities. Some, petitioning the Massachusetts General
Court, pointed out that they were sympathetic to American
principles and should not be subjected to interference.
Two of them, stressing that they had been born in Massa-
chusetts, reported that they had been overwhelmed while
bound to Halifax to purchase only those "Supplies and Pro-
visions for there Families. . . ."58 Sometimes these
"The greatest part of her Cargo [he wrote] is supposed
to be privately sent ... to Boston, or some neigh-
bouring port in that Province; Proper Orders are
given for a strict examination of her Papers before
she sails from hence; but as it is possible that they
may have taken their measures so as to elude detec-
tion here, we must rely upon your vigilance. ..."
See Germain to Arbuthnot, July 20, 1776: P.R.O. , CO.
217/52, 160-162.
CO
Petition of Joel Webber and Josiah Harris, Octo-
ber 27, 1777: Mass. Archives, V. 167, 372.
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petitioners complained that their mall vessels were taken
on short cruises in Nova Scotian waters. Such a solicitor
was Abraham Knowlton, who wrote that the Massachusetts pri-
vateer General Gates had seized his schooner Dragon while
she was on a fishing voyage near Liverpool
.
^ Another
complainant was Azariah Uzuld, who had long commanded ves-
sels sailing between the British Isles and Nova Scotia.
After an American sloop had seized his ship, he wrote that
because of this capture he had "lost an Employment which
gave him a good Support. TT^
Were these petitioners zealous followers of the
American cause? Or were they dutiful subjects of the
King? Most of them were simply frightened fence-sitters,
anxious to see which way the tide was running before com-
mitting themselves and increasingly worried over their
precarious economic situation. Their protestations of
dedication to republican principles must therefore be
examined with a suspicious eye. Nevertheless, there was
^Petition of Abraham Knowlton, November 13, 1776:
Mass. Archives, V. 166, 27. Also see entry of October 11,
1776: Innis, ed., Perkins Diary , p. 133.
^Petition of Azariah Uzuld, December 24, 1776:
Mass. Archives, V. 181, 400.
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much truth in their vehement accusations that the severe
losses inflicted upon them were unfair. Although these
forfeitures had not yet risen to the point where the Nova
Scotians were considering turning their backs on their
New England friends, they had already reached the point
where some settlers were growing cool to revolutionary
rhetoric. Connecticut-born Simeon Perkins probably spoke
for many bewildered Nova Scotians when he complained
after Yankees had cut his schooner Betsey out of Liverpool
Harbor
:
This is the fourth loss I have met with by my
countrymen, and are altogether so heavy upon me I
do not know how to go on with much more business,
especially as every kind of property is so uncer-
tain, and no protection afforded as yet, from
Government . 61
01Entry of October 16, 1776: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, p. 134. The cargo on board the Betsey was valued
at £110. One week after this entry the unhappy diarist
recorded "the fifth loss I have met by the privateers."
Ibid
. ,
p. 135. Many New Englanders seemed unaware that
the activities of the privateers were hurting their cause.
Indeed, some fiery insurgents wanted to see their strength
increased. At the same time that Simeon Perkins was com-
plaining of his losses, Rev. James Lyon of Machias was
writing: "I earnestly request you to send one of your
Frigates or two or three of your ablest privateers." See
Rev. James Lyon to Massachusetts General Court, September
10, 1776: Mass. Archives, V. 195, 219.
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Inhumane and Illegal Actions
Of greater importance in alienating Nova Scotians
than losses were the brutal and illegal methods of the
raiders. The conduct of the crews of the Hancock and the
Franklin on Saint John's Island set a pattern that many
others followed throughout the remainder of the war. 62
What motivated such men? Burning patriotism obviously
swayed some of them. War suspends both reason and
restraint. Civil conflict kindles a special ferocity.
For example, when a Boston loyalist complained of the loss
of all his worldly property and the deadly perils he faced
because of his attachment to government, the revolutionary
rejoinder was immediate: "May this be the good Fortune of
the rest of his Brother Tories. "63 Captain Selman's
learning from French Canadian sailors, on an intercepted
vessel, that recruiting was underway on Saint John's
^From the beginning of the conflict between
Britain and her colonies, Francis Legge perceived the dan-
gers that his province faced from New England and its
privateers. In mid-1775 he warned: "It seems the Supply
of Provision for the Army from Nova Scotia has enraged the
Americans throughout & they have marked us out as objects
of their resentment." See Legge to Dartmouth, August 19,
1775: P.R.O., CO. 217/51, 305-307.
^Boston Gazette, November 4, 1776.
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Island to reinforce the British hold on Quebec, had per-
haps decided him to teach the Tories a bitter lesson. 6^
Likewise, the burning of Falmouth in Eastern Massachusetts
by British forces commanded by Captain Henry Mowat in
October 1775^ incensed many rebels. This wanton act,
carried out to repay downeast dissidents for their sei-
zure of the Margaretta
,
brought vows of revenge from New
Englanders
.
But more important than the desire for vengeance
was the lure of riches. Many enterprising Yankees saw in
this war between brothers a splendid chance for easy money
From Boston Thomas Cushing wrote Robert Paine early in the
struggle
:
Your Bretheren in the Law have fine times of it,
they are making Money as fast almost as they Can
receive it. I suppose there never was a better
chance for Gentlemen of your Profession getting
64see Se lman's letter to Elridge Gerry, dated
March 18, 1813 and reprinted in the Salem Gazette
,
July
22, 1856.
6^The orders to burn Falmouth are given in Capt.
Henry Mowat to the People of Falmouth, October 16, 177 5:
P.R.O., Adm. 1/485, 441-442. At the time of the American
Revolution Falmouth was situated on the site of Portland,
Maine. Portland Harbor was called Falmouth Harbor. The
present town of Falmouth is five miles north of Portland.
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money than the Present. Privateering prevails so
much & such a number of prizes are taken that it
makes a vast deal of Business in your Way. 66
At this same time, Simeon Perkins was writing in Liverpool
that the New Englanders "are much engaged in privateering,
and very successful. . . ."67
66Letter of September 9, 1776: Robert Treat Paine
Papers. Available at the Massachusetts Historical Society,
Boston. In this same letter Cushing scribbled: "The
Spirit of Privateering prevails so amazingly here that
Cannon cannot be procured, if at all, but at a most
extravagent price."
r
-j
Entry of November 29, 1776: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, p. 138. One enterprising privateersman and at
times pirate who neatly combined both patriotism and per-
sonal interest bore the unusual name of Agreen Crabtree.
Born in Attleboro, Massachusetts in 1739, he settled at
Frenchman's Bay at an early age. A poor man, he worked
for a time as a mariner, mill -operator , fisherman and
farmer. Some material concerning his early life is in the
Crabtree Family File, located at the New Brunswick Museum,
Saint John. With the outbreak of war in 1775 he fitted
out a small privateer, the Hannah and Molly . He was a
brave patriot who demonstrated his devotion to American
principles on several occasions. For example, when
Machias was threatened by British invasion in 1777, he
forthrightly offered his services to that settlement. See
Military Operations
,
p. 135. But he was also a pirate who
often disregarded maritime law when pursuing prizes. John
Allan, who was usually most scrupulous in his dealings
with the enemy, on one occasion questioned the legality of
a raid made by Crabtree near the mouth of the Saint John
River. Ibid .
,
p. 242. Another time, after Crabtree
seized a Tory and took him to Frenchman's Bay, Allan
wrote the Massachusetts Council: "If these things are
Tolerated, the Horrors of war will be Endless." Ibid .
,
p. 244. When Allan learned that Crabtree had seized a
Nova Scotian schooner and its cargo but had not libelled
75
In their relentless pursuit of spoils, the raiders
fell upon people in many walks of life. Tories frequently-
felt their fury. Francis Legge noted that the "proceed-
ings" of the freebooters had excited "much terror" among
the loyalists , ^8 while Mariot Arbuthnot reported that the
intruders had spread fear among "the well-af fected peo-
ple. "°9 But settlers carrying the most paltry of freight
on their vessels also received due consideration. For
example, Captain Bartlett Bradford informed Simeon Per-
kins that Yankees had captured his sloop and taken most
of its cargo of hay.^O He also reported that they had
seized timber on a brig loading for England and then
them in a prize court, he recommended compensation for
the vessel's owner. See Allan to Massachusetts General
Court, February 12, 1778: Mass. Archives, V. 217, 464.
Captain Crabtree, who apparently profited considerably
from the Revolution, died in 1808. A brief sketch of his
career to 1777, written by one of his descendants, is
available at the Maine Historical Society, Portland. See
"Will," "A privateer in the war of Revolution."
68Legge to Dartmouth, December 20, 1775: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/52, 33-34.
69Arbuthnot to Germain, October 6, 1776: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/52, 228-229.
70Entry of September 27, 1776: Innis, ed
.
, Per-
kins Diary
, p. 131.
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proceeded to strip the vessel of its sails, guns and
stores . 71
Yankee threats as well as deeds helped keep the
Nova Scotians in a perpetual state of alarm. For example,
when Machias men raided the Saint John River in a captured
vessel and forbade the settlers there (most of whom were
friendly to the American cause) to supply British troops
and vessels with any kind of provisions or face immediate
chastisement, the threat so terrified Nova Scotians that
they dared not even pay provincial duties. ^2
The rebel seamen persisted in ignoring all attempts
to regulate their conduct. In April 1776 the Continental
Congress issued general instructions for them. J Among
these ordinances were directives calling for humane treat-
ment of prisoners, condemnation of captured vessels in
prize courts and seizures of only those craft "on the high
7lEntry of September 27, 1776: Innis, ed. , Per-
kins Diary
,
p. 131.
^Consequently , James Simonds and William Hazen,
the provincial agents for Western Nova Scotia, found them-
selves able to collect only £3.6.0 in duties during the
next four years. See Journal and Votes of the House of
Assembly, June 15, 1779: P.R.O., CO. 200/1, 948.
7^The complete instructions are given in Appendix
A.
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seas or between high and low water mark."' 4 But the
greedy Yankees disregarded these instructions. On many
occasions they would detain Nova Scotian vessels for
several days, releasing them only after removing a part
of their cargo. ^5
By the first months of 1777 many Nova Scotians
probably agreed with one British general's assessment that
7^Many Nova Scotians were most vocal in their com-
plaints that privateers had captured their vessels "above
the high water mark." This term literally refers to high
tide. Admiralty courts had long stipulated that craft
above the high water mark, i.e., in inland waters that
were tidal or below the "first bridge" in rivers, were not
subject to seizure. For an early (1739) set of instruc-
tions prohibiting privateers from taking vessels above the
high water mark, see Jameson, Privateering and Piracy
,
p. 348. The loyalist press naturally seized upon any
stories that dealt with the brutal and illegal actions of
the Yankees. Lloyd's Evening Post
,
e.g., reprinted a
letter from Halifax that told of the death suffered by a
Nova Scotian who had foolishly joined an American raider
in search of easy riches. Tiring of his duties aboard
the vessel, this young man penned a bitter note reflect-
ing upon the dark character of the rebels in general and
his captain in particular. The captain discovered the
damning document, "ordered the boy to be immediately hung
up and he was accordingly executed." See issue of August
15-18, 1777.
/3For example, see entry of October 19, 1776:
Innis, ed. , Perkins Diary
, p. 135.
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the "privateers" were in reality pirates.'76 In carrying
out their raids against the helpless homesteaders, the
New Englanders were sowing the seec1 j of an ugly harvest.
Smashing the Lines of Communication
If the deeds of the marauders brought fear and
economic grievances to many Nova Scotians, they also
influenced the war and its outcome in another way: their
sudden impact sharply reduced the flow of vessels travel-
ling between New England and Nova Scotia and between the
settlements of the colony itself. This startling develop-
ment proved of the utmost consequence during the crucial
months of 1775-1.776.
Before the beginning of hostilities the movement
of vessels between Nova Scotia and New England had been
extensive. Even after Lexington and Concord it continued
freely. As late as May 1775 considerable traffic passed
between Halifax and the Yankee colonies. 77 Other towns
76Massey to Arbuthnot, October 6, 1776: P. R.O.,
CO. 217/52, 230.
77The May 23rd issue of the Nova Scotian Gazette ,
for example, recorded four vessels leaving the Nova
Scotian capital for New England and five entering Halifax
Harbor from different New England ports.
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besides the Nova Scotian capital also saw abundant traffic
bound to and from New England. From Liverpool, for
example, Simeon Perkins and his friends regularly sent
craft to Massachusetts and Connecticut throughout the pre-
war years . Through the crews on these vessels they heard
•jo
of the revolutionary politics in the seething colonies.
Likewise, New Englanders could gauge the political temper
of Nova Scotians through sea travellers. At the outbreak
of the Revolution many colonial newspapers contained num-
erous accounts of wayfarers discussing the political
sentiments of Nova Scotians. ^9 But by the beginning of
'°For example, Perkins learned at the beginning of
1774 of the tea party in Boston from a vessel which
brought the news from the Massachusetts capital. In Sep-
tember Jacob Martin of Salem informed him that "the dis-
turbances in New England increase." In October Nathaniel
Godfrey brought news from Boston about "the Grand American
Congress." See entries of January 21; September 11;
October 30, 1774: Innis, ed., Perkins Diary
, p. 66, p. 81,
pp. 84-85.
7 9As late as the autumn of 1775 the Connecticut
C ourant reported that "a gentleman of undoubted veracity"
had arrived in New Hampshire after a stopover in Nova
Scotia. Settlers in that outpost had informed him
"that they heartily concur with the measures adopted
by the Grand Contenental Congress, and only wait an
opportunity to convince their American brethren of
their sincerity; and should a small detachment of the
[American] army be sent thither, nine tenths of the
inhabitants would join them on their first appearance,
80
1776 accounts in these journals of communications between
Nova Scotians and their compatriots in the rebellious
colonies had suddenly ceased. A most important rupture
had taken place: Americans had driven off the seas most
Nova Scotian vessels that had regularly sailed to Salem,
Marblehead and other Yankee ports. In so doing they were
breaking down that thin line of communication between
rebel sympathizers in Nova Scotia and their fiery neigh-
bors in New England. Committees of Correspondence in
Maugerville and Cumberland no longer knew the intentions
80
of their Massachusetts counterparts.
in carrying into Execution any measures that may be
proposed by the Noble Sons of Freedom."
See issue of October 9, 1775.
^Francis Legge recognized the threat posed to
the British hold on Nova Scotia. On one occasion he
warned that the Yankees were "infesting the Coasts, and
interupting the Communication between this Port and Bos-
ton. ..." But he apparently did not realize that they
were also ending communications between radical Nova
Scotians and their New England allies. A few perceptive
Nova Scotians appear to have realized what was happening.
For example, Richard Valpey of Yarmouth complained to
Massachusetts authorities that he and his family had been
"Bro't to Great Straits & Difficulties, Owing to the Com-
munications between this State & that Province being Cut
off." See Valpey to Massachusetts Council, October 3,
1776: Mass. Archives, V. 165, 320. Reprinted in Poole,
Annals
, p . 9
.
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Not only were communications between New England-
ers in Massachusetts and Nova Scotia collapsing, but con-
tact between settlers within the colony itself was rapidly
coming to a close. Towns in Nova Scotia, scattered along
an irregular coast, were often separated by miles of road-
81less wilderness. Fishing vessels served as the princi-
pal means of communication between settlements. But the
Americans were forcing these craft to remain in their
home ports. From Windsor the Reverend W. I. Ellis wrote
his superiors in London that n a Missionary cannot without
the outmost danger venture to Cape Sable at this time, the
Enemy's Cruisers swept our whole coast lately. . . ."82
By the spring of 1776 the depredations had become so
intense that many governmental functions had to be can-
celled. For example, judges of the Nova Scotia Supreme
^l-Those roads that did exist were often very poor.
One visitor to Nova Scotia noted that the highway to
Annapolis "lies through a disagreeable part of the country
& in some places is scarcely passable." See Rev. Wingate
Weeks to Headquarters, August 2, 1779: Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel Papers, B 25, III, 234. Avail-
able at S.P.G. Headquarters, London. Hereafter cited as
Rev. Wingate Weeks to Headquarters, August 2, 1779:
S.P.G. Papers, B 25, III, 234.
82Rev. W. I. Ellis to Headquarters, April 20, 1776
S.P.G. Papers, B 25, II, 205.
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Court represented that they could no longer hold sessions
in Cumberland, Annapolis and King's counties because of
the "great danger to themselves by being expos T d to
parties landed from Piratical Vessels in the Bay of Fundy
fitted out by the Rebels." A sympathetic Halifax Council
o o
allowed them to cancel their spring term.
If privateers or "Piratical Vessels" had so
extended their activities that men of God feared to leave
their homes and His Majesty f s magistrates dared not hold
court, then they had also increased their depredations to
the point where many Nova Scotians could no longer sail
from their home ports to other outposts in the colony.
Rancorous revolutionaries in Passamaquoddy
,
Maugerville
and Cumberland no longer knew the intentions of their com-
patriots in Barrington, Onslow and Liverpool.
That for most of the year those few muddy roads
that did link the isolated hamlets of Nova Scotia were
buried under a sea of rain, sleet and mud further compli-
cated matters. From October to May the provincial high-
ways virtually ceased to exist. The little sea towns that
83Council Minutes, April 30, 1776: P.R.O., CO.
220/1, 292-293.
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dotted the lonely Nova Scotian coastline were shut off
from each other and the outside world. Reverend Jacob
Bailey, a loyalist missionary who fled to Nova Scotia
during the American Revolution, painted a melancholy
picture of life during these cruel winter months:
the trees remain dissolved of their virtue [Bailey
wrote] --death and destruction covers all the
fields— the mountains are whitened with snow— the
roads nine inches and a half deep in mire, and the
very heavens deeply involved in perpetual gloom
and sadness. . . . 84
In one hastily-scribbled note to a friend in Hali-
fax, Reverend Bailey wrote from Windsor:
The travelling is so impracticable— the weather so
unfavourable . . . that I cannot think of a journey
till the winter begins to expire and send this
[letter] by Mr. Reynolds --we imagine that he departed
for Halifax a fortnight ago, but now understand that
he has been detained by snow. 85
That Windsor was situated only forty-five miles from the
Nova Scotian capital by land reveals the difficulties of
overland travel. With the coming of autumn only the
^Rev. Jacob Bailey to Henry Brown, December 2,
1779: Bailey Papers, V. 13, Letterbooks, 1779-1780,
Letter XVI. Available at the Public Archives of Nova
Scotia, Halifax. Hereafter cited as Rev. Jacob Bailey to
Henry Brown, December 2, 1779: Bailey Papers, V. 13,
Letter XVI.
° 3Bailey to Thomas Brown, January 16, 1780:
Bailey Papers, V. 13, Letter XXVI.
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stormy seas provided a means of communication between set-
tlers, and the Yankees, in their frenzied quest for booty,
had unintentionally smashed this link.
One visitor to Nova Scotia during the American
Revolution who keenly felt the isolation was Reverend
Joseph Bennett, sent to the colony by the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel. Writing to his superiors in
London, this clergyman apologized for not calling on his
parishioners sooner:
I arrived in Halifax on the seventeenth day of August
last [he noted] , and shoud then though late, have
visited the Coast, had it not Been so infested by
privateers, that there was no Venturing ten leagues
from Halifax without being picked up by them, &
there is no travelling by land. 86
Although Bennett came to the Nova Scotian capital
in the middle years of the American Revolution, the con-
ditions described by him already existed in the autumn of
1776. Marauders clustered along the Nova Scotian coast.
Settlers did not have the means to fight them off. The
presence of these picaroons amounted to a virtual blockade.
Nova Scotians were unable to sail from their home ports to
other shore towns to seek out their friends. When some
86Rev. Joseph Bennett to Headquarters, February
19, 1779: S.P.G. Papers, B 25, III, 224.
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enterprising pioneers did manage to slip the American
blockade and arrived in a neighboring port, the intelli-
gence that they brought with them often amounted to little
more than hearsay. For example, Simeon Perkins noted in
April 1776: "Mr. Bradbury brings news that Quebec is
taken by scaling the walls on the 5th of March. That the
Americans lost 700 men."^ This war rumor is the more
striking when one considers that in London, 3,000 miles
from the North American battlefield, accurate accounts of
the crushing American defeat at Quebec were being pub-
lished in early March of 1776. Six weeks before Simeon
87Entry of April 20, 1776: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, pp. 118-119. From the beginning of the war visi-
tors to Liverpool brought faulty information with them.
For example, when Capt. Hall arrived from the Sheep-cot
River in Eastern Massachusetts in June 1775, he informed
Simeon Perkins of a skirmish on Noodle's Island (near
Boston) in which 200 British soldiers were slain. In
reality, only two regulars were killed in this battle.
See entry of June 11, 1775: ibid
.
,
p. 94. Often the
raiders themselves were the principal source of news of
the outside world. But these swaggering Yankees fre-
quently related to the frightened Nova Scotians embel-
lished accounts of the war, always stressing the strength
of the American position. For example, when the Hancock
and the Franklin were returning from their raid on Saint
John's Island, they stopped at several South Shore ports,
where crew members told the settlers that a large Ameri-
can force was preparing to invade Nova Scotia. See
Council Minutes, December 15, 1775: P.R.O., CO. 220/13,
437. In reality, no such army existed. Such lies only
added to the Nova Scotians' disillusionment with the
American cause.
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Perkins scribbled down Mr. Bradbury's erroneous report,
the London Gazette printed an unrefuted account of the
rebel failure to seize Qu/bec, relating in detail the
American retreat, the death of General Montgomery and
other officers, and the number of prisoners taken by the
victorious redcoats. ^8
But Liverpool was not London, and Nova Scotia was
not Great Britain. Separated from the rest of North
America by lengthy stretches of forest, the province
remained in touch with the New England colonies only
through control of the seas. Once American privateers
drove the Nova Scotians from the waters, the colony was
cut off from the rest of the continent. No longer did
American sympathizers in Liverpool and Maugerville know
the intentions of their friends in Boston and Salem. Nor
did they know the aspirations and plans of their brethren
in Onslow and Passamaquoddy . They would, therefore,
despite ""-heir sympathies, be unable to assist their New
England cousins substantially should the Yankees attempt
to invade Nova Scotia by land and wean it away from
Britain. So Jonathan Eddy, who would lead such an inva-
sion, soon discovered.
83i ssue of March 5-9, 1776.
CHAPTER IV
INGLORIOUS INTRUSION: THE YANKEE PUSH
INTO NOVA SCOTIA, 1776-1777
Jonathan Eddy had met with John Allan in Machias
Bay on August 13, 1776. The wiser Allan, shocked by the
tiny size of the "army" that Eddy hoped would free Nova
Scotia from the British yoke, had attempted to dissuade
his compatriot from carrying through with such a rash
plan. But Eddy believed that his force of twenty-eight
men would gather strength as he pushed through the Yankee
outposts of Western Nova Scotia. After he reached the
Isthmus of Chignecto, he would seize Fort Cumberland, a
-i
British island in a sea of discontent.
•'-Fort Cumberland (now Fort Beause jour)
,
strategi-
cally located on the Chignecto Isthmus, was surrounded by
sodden ramparts and bubbling marshes. Built by the French
commandant M. La Come, it was shaped like a star with a
symmetrical system of trenches encompassing its walls.
Besieged in 17 55 by a motley collection of New England
riflemen and British regulars, the stronghold had been
captured at a time when England and France were nominally
at peace. Mariot Arbuthnot correctly referred to it as
"the Key to the whole Province." See Arbuthnot to Sir
George Collier, January 23, 1777: P.R.O. , CO. 217/53,
23.
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Since few highways existed in Western Nova Scotia,
Captain Eddy and his followers travelled by schooner.
They first put in at Passamaquoddy, situated twenty-five
miles east of Machias. Although this community had set up
a Committee of Safety and had applied for admittance into
the North American association, Eddy found only seven
stalwarts here who chose to follow his banner.
From Passamaquoddy the "liberators" proceeded
sixty miles up the Saint John River to Maugerville. Here,
Eddy wrote, settlers were "almost universally . . . hearty
in the Cause." But acclamation of support was one thing;
enlisting in such a nondescript force, another. The men
of Maugerville, most of whom had heard rumors of a large
American expeditionary force preparing to invade Nova Sco-
tia, must have been shaken to see such a pathetic party.
Nevertheless, Eddy succeeded in picking up some followers:
"1 Capt. 1 Lieut. & Twenty five Men, as also 16 Indians."^
2Journal of Lt.-Col, Joseph Gorham, Report of the
Canadian Archives for 1894 (Ottawa: Public Archives of
Canada, 1895), p. 360. Hereafter cited as Gorham f s Jour-
nal, p. 360.
•^Eddy to Massachusetts Council, January 5, 1777:
Military Operations
,
p. 67.
8?
He then led his company, now about eighty men, back to the
mouth of the River Saint John to await the arrival of sup-
plies and munitions from Massachusetts. Here he remained
several weeks, not continuing the drive to the east until
late October.^
While the Americans remained encamped near the
ruins of Fort Frederick, royal authorities in Halifax
heard garbled reports of their activities. In October 1776
word reached the Nova Scotian capital that the rebels had
constructed a road from the Saint John River to Shepody
(near Sackville) and that 800 Indians planned to join them
in destroying both Fort Cumberland and the Navy Yard in
Halifax. British naval commanders received orders to
hasten to the northern coast of the Bay of Fundy to oppose
any attack."7
5Wilfred B. Kerr, "The American Invasion of Nova
Scotia, 1776-7," Canadian Defence Quarterly
,
XIII (July,
1936), p. 435.
^Arbuthnot to Lord William Howe, November 11, 1776:
P.R.O., CO. 217/52, 242-243.
''Michael Francklin to the Commanding Officer of
H. M. Ships at Annapolis, November 15, 1776: P.R.O., CO.
217/52, 246.
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In November the Americans set off for the Isthmus
of Chignecto in whaleboats and canoes, arriving at Shepody
after a journey of several days' time. Here they dis-
covered a British outpost, garrisoned by Captain John
Walker and thirteen men "for the Purpose of getting Intel-
ligence &c. 1T 8 The rebels easily captured their ill -pre-
pared foe and then proceeded to Memrancook. At this
Acadian settlement they conferred with enthusiastic French
supporters, "who Readily joined us, although they saw the
Weakness of our Party.
"
Ihe invaders now tramped a dozen miles through
dank woods to Sackville, which separated Western Nova Sco-
tia from the Northumberland Coast. At this settlement
they met with the local Committee of Safety, which regis-
tered shock at the sight of such a small group who even
lacked proper siege artillery. In order to gain support,
Eddy resorted to false promises, claiming that Colonel
Francis Shaw would soon appear on the scene with troop
£>Eddy to Massachusetts Council, January 5, 1777:
Military Operations
,
p. 67.
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1 n
reinforcements. Such auxiliaries did not exist. The
American commander was grasping at straws.
While Jonathan Eddy debated with the Sackville
settlers, Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Gorham, the British
commandant of Fort Cumberland, went about repairing the
bastion. Gorham and 200 Royal Fencibles, loyalist refu-
gees who had fled from Boston, had been sent to the pre-
viously-abandoned fort in June by the Halifax Council when
that august body had received reports concerning the rebel-
1
1
lious mood of the Cumberland settlers . xx Gorham, dis-
covering the fortress in an advanced state of decay,
began restoring its ramparts and wooden buildings. Un-
aware until the end of October that Eddy was on the march,
he discovered the extent of his danger only when the
rebels reached the Chignecto Isthmus. Gorham then hastily
confiscated livestock from the immediate countryside to
use as provisions, appealed to neighboring colonists for
l^Eddy to Massachusetts Council, January 5, 1777:
Military Operations
,
p. 67.
1:LCouncil Minutes, June 29, 1776: P.R.O., CO.
220/1, 305-306.
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support, and dispatched a lieutenant to Windsor to request
- r 1 9
reinforcements
.
x
Captain Eddy, aware of the possibility that Brit-
ish auxiliaries might arrive to relieve Gorham, believed
that he did not have time for an all-out siege. He there-
fore advised his antagonist to surrender at once or face
an immediate assault. ^ When Gorham refused , the Ameri-
can commander prepared his tiny army of 180 followers for
a surprise attack. But he weakened his position by order-
ing many of his soldiers to man outposts or guard supplies
and prisoners. He had only eighty followers to use in
the assault. Nevertheless, the Americans gave a good
account of themselves. Carrying scaling ladders, they
advanced on Fort Cumberland during the night of November
12-13. "Never [havej Men behaved better than ours," Eddy
later recounted, "during the engagement never flinching,
l^See Gorham' s Journal, pp. 355-360.
^Jonathan Eddy to Joseph Gorham, November 10,
1776: Military Operations
, pp. 72-73.
^Joseph Gorham to Jonathan Eddy, November 10,
1776: Military Operations
, pp. 73-74.
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in the midst of a furious Cannonade from the Enemy.
But the garrison and its defenders proved stronger than
he had anticipated. After an engagement of two hours,
during which time some wooden buildings within the strong-
hold were set ablaze in a futile attempt to ignite the
powder magazine, the rebels withdrew.
The Cumberland settlers were now thoroughly
alarmed. Most of them had compromised their position by
either supporting Eddy or ignoring Gorham T s call for help.
If the Americans should now fail, they would find them-
selves in a most embarrassing situation. Fearing that a
restored royal authority would treat them as traitorous
rebels, they prevailed upon Eddy to dispatch a messenger
to Boston with an urgent plea for men and munitions.16
Shortly after Eddy dispatched his emissary, the
Americans made their second and last attempt to assail
Fort Cumberland. This effort proved as fruitless as the
l^Eddy to Massachusetts Council, January 5, 1777:
Military Operations
, p. 70.
16S ee Cumberland Committee to Massachusetts Gen-
eral Court, November 13, 1776: Military Operations
,
p . 76
.
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first. The rebels now retired to their camp to await the
outcome of their appeal.17
Meanwhile, Gorham' s envoy had reached Fort Edward
in Windsor. A British relieving force, consisting of two
companies of marines and one company of Royal Highlanders,
departed from Windsor and Halifax. Since mere footpaths,
not roads, linked Cumberland County to the Annapolis Val-
ley and Halifax, these reinforcements proceeded to their
destination by vessel. His Majesty's Sloop-of-War Vul ture
sailed across the Bay of Fundy to Chignecto Bay, its crew
not knowing whether they would find the union jack still
fluttering from atop Fort Cumberland or determined revolu-
tionaries entrenched inside the bastion. They undoubtedly
felt relief when a cannon in the fortress boomed three
times, signaling that Gorham still held the stronghold.
The redcoats disembarked with the necessary arms
^See Gorham' s Journal, p. 362. The American
relief force, which consisted of only forty-nine men,
arrived too late to help Eddy. See New Hampshire Gazette
,
January 7, 1777.
18Entry cf November 28, 1776: A Journal of the
Proceedings of His Majesty's Sloop Vul ture
,
July 3, 1776--
July 3, 1777, by Lieut. Josiah Clossen. Available at the
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich. Hereafter cited as
Clossen 's Journal. Also see Gorham 's Journal, p. 362.
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and ammunition to drive Eddy back. Early on the morning
of November 29 they surprised the American encampment. If
an alert Negro sentry had not sounded the alarm, the rebels
would have been butchered in their beds. 19 With incensed
soldiers advancing from all directions, confusion reigned
supreme. The British, Eddy wrote, "furiously Rushed upon
the Barracks where our Men were quartered, who had but just
Time Enough to Escape out of the Houses and run into the
Bushes. . . ."20 The terrified revolutionaries did not
stop running until they reached the safety of the Saint
John River. 21
Some of the effects of Eddy's foray bore a close
resemblance to those of privateering and piracy. Indeed,
many of the invaders seemed determined to trade the role
of patriot for that of pirate. On one occasion, while
Eddy was conferring with settlers in Sackville, a small
detachment of them trooped nearly twelve miles over
l^See Rawlyk, "Nova Scotia Reconsidered," p. 389.
^ Eddy to Massachusetts Council, January 5, 1777:
Military Operations
, p. 70. Many Cumberland settlers who
had aided the invaders joined Eddy in his flight.
2^-For more detailed accounts of Eddy's invasion,
see Harvey, "Machias and the Invasion," pp. 16-24, and
Rawlyk, "Nova Scotia Reconsidered," pp. 383-391.
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terrible roads to the small community of Westcock, where
they discovered a schooner loading in the Aulac River.
They seized the vessel, which carried English goods and
apple cider. Unfortunately for them, she belonged to John
Hall of Annapolis, a good friend of both John Allan and
"the Cause of Liberty," so Eddy ordered her released. ^2
The schooner was eventually returned to Hall but not the
cargo. Hall expressed his anger about the incident in a
letter written in 1778:
i have been a great Sufferer Within this Three Years
by the Americans [he informed his brotherJ --
Especially by the Stilled [ styled] Colel Eddy and his
party at Cumberland- -Who tuke a Schooner of mine with
a Cargue of 300£ & odd pounds this Currency and
imbaseled [embezzled] the Cargue amongst the party
at Cumberland- -Detained the. Vessell and people about
a month which was 500£ more Damage to me, as I had
another Cargue Ready for a nother Voige a parrish-
ing. 23
After seizing this vessel the rapacious revolu-
tionaries determined to continue their search for spoils.
They soon came across a sloop guarded by a British ser-
geant and a dozen men, laden with provisions for Fort
2^Eddy to Massachusetts Council, January 5, 1777:
Military Operations
,
p. 64.
23John Hall to Joseph Hall, December 12, 1778:
Mass. Archives, V. 176, 667. Reprinted in Poole, Annals ,
pp. 94-95.
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Cumberland. Eddy gave a vivid account of what followed:
our men [he wrote] rushed Resolutely towards the
sloop up to their Knees in Mud, which made such a
Noise as to alarm the Centry, who hailed them and
immediately called the Sergt of the Guard. The
Sergt on coming up, Ordered his Men to fire, but was
immediately told . . . that if they fired one Gun,
Every Man of Them should be put to Death; which so
frightened the poor Devils that they surrendered
without firing a Shot, although our People Could not
board her without the Assistance of the Conquered,
who let down Ropes to our Men to get up by. 24
If Jonathan Eddy and his followers repeated some
of the results of New England privateering and piracy by
bringing anxiety and economic difficulties to Nova Scotia,
they fell victim to its most important effect: the break-
ing up of communications. Throughout their foray into the
colony it was the invaders, not the defenders, who found
themselves increasingly isolated. Eddy had planned to
build his army upon the disaffected of Nova Scotia, but--
thanks to the sea marauders --most settlers either did not
know of his presence or heard only garbled reports of the
25invasion.
z<
^Eddy to Massachusetts Council, January 5, 1777:
Military Operations
, p. 68. Another vessel seized by the
Americans later escaped. See entry of November 28, 1776:
Clossen's Journal.
2^How garbled these reports were can be seen from
several entries in Simeon Perkins' diary. On November 15,
1776 the Liverpool merchant recorded: ''Have news from
Halifax, via Medway , that there is some invasion in this
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After their failure to seize Fort Cumberland, the
Americans beat a hasty retreat to Sunbury County. From
here Eddy informed Massachusetts authorities of his defeat
and his plans to hold Western Nova Scotia. ^ But the
audacious revolutionary's invasion of the Chignecto Isthmus
had aroused Halifax authorities to action. In May of 1777
they sent a British mission headed by Councillor Arthur
Goold and accompanied by the armed sloop Gage to Mauger-
ville. At this isolated Yankee outpost Goold warned the
settlers of the crown's displeasure with their conduct and
demanded that they take the oath of allegiance. With the
cold guns of the Gage staring at them, most frontiersmen
pledged their loyalty to the King. '
Province by the New England people, and that Lieut. Gov.
Francklin is taken prisoner." Actually, Michael Francklin
(at the time out of office) was not seized. On November
28, the day British reinforcements reached the Chignecto
Isthmus, Perkins reported that some recent arrivals from
Halifax had told him that the Americans had captured Fort
Cumberland. See Innis, ed. , Perkins Diary
, pp. 137-138.
^Eddy to Massachusetts Council, January 5, 1777:
Military Operations
,
pp. 67-72.
2^See Arthur Goote [Goold] to the Inhabitants of
Maugerville, May 9, 1777: P.R.O., CO. 217/53, 106 ;
Inhabitants of Maugerville to Goote, May 13, 1777: ibid .
,
108; Goote to Arbuthnot, May 28, 1777: ibid., 120-121.
Lt.-Gov. Mariot Arbuthnot was pleased with the results of
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Early in June John Allan- -now a Colonel of the
Infantry and Superintendent of Indian Affairs --arrived on
the Saint John River with a small party from Machias.
Finding the men of Maugerville unwilling to join in another
crusade against royal authority, he turned his attention to
the Saint John Indians. But the Halifax government,
warned of his movements, sent Major Gilfred Studholm with
340 men to the Saint John River. British Superintendent
of Indian Affairs Michael Francklin followed with the
Windsor militia. Both forces followed Allan upstream to
the Indian encampment at Aukpaque. Here they captured
some of his followers, baggage, provisions and arms; but
Allan and the rest of his force escaped to Machias by tak-
ing a difficult inland route. Although Colonel Allan now
began a six-year struggle with Michael Francklin, his
British counterpart, to win the Saint John tribes, Nova
Scotia was never again seriously threatened by the Ameri-
cans . °
Goold's mission because he feared that his weak garrison
could not deal with a full-scale invasion. Goold had
reduced the threat of such an attack. See Arbuthnot to
Germain, June 12, 1777: ibid
.
, 104-105.
28por a lengthy account of Allan's expedition,
see the Journal of John Allan, May 29- -August 2, 1777:
Military Operations
, pp. 91-124.
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Indeed, a desperate attack by some Machias mili-
tants in the summer of 1777 revealed the extent of Nova
Scotian security. Joined by a few discontented settlers
from Nova Scotia, the rebels succeeded in reaching the
Chignecto Isthmus. But they soon discovered that they
could not subdue Fort Cumberland. Instead, a British mili-
tary party, assisted by some loyalist inhabitants of the
region, met them on an open piece of ground about three
miles from the fort. In the ensuing engagement the red-
coats soundly thrashed the invaders, experiencing very
light resistance. The Americans suffered seven killed and
twenty -seven wounded, including one of their leaders. "I
believe that this will be the last attempt they will make
in that quarter/' gloated one Tory, "unless they are mad-
men." 29
If diehard dissenters in Nova Scotia had been
aware of this second incursion into Cumberland County,
some of them might have rallied to the American standard.
But the New Englanders, by their widespread attacks, which
caused economic grievances, and by their callousness,
29See extract of a letter from Halifax, October
20, 1777: Lloyd's Evening Post , December 12-15, 1777.
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which horrified some Nova Scotians, had damped the fires
of rebellion. Most important, however, by smashing the
lines of communication between isolated Nova Scotian set-
tlements and between Nova Scotia and the colonies to the
south, the rebels had made any effective collective move-
ment on the part of the potentially rebellious pioneers
impossible
.
CHAPTER V
INCREASED DEPREDATIONS
Privateering and piracy during the period 1777-
1779 repeated the same pattern set during the initial
stages of the war. But piracy predominated over priva-
teering. Yankees stepped up their seizures of Nova
Scotian vessels, their assaults on defenseless fishermen
and their raids on isolated settlements. While the chief
result of their depredations during the crucial months of
1775-1776 had been to preclude the possibility of revolu-
tion in the fourteenth colony, American privateers now
began to transform the initial pro-revolutionary sentiment
of many Nova Scotians into antipathy toward the rebel
cause
.
British Response
Nova Scotia began to slip beyond the grasp of the
rebels by 1777 for a variety of reasons. The general
military situation in North America, at least until
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Burgoyne 1 s defeat, favored the British. Early in the
year Lord George Germain wrote Mariot Arbuthnot that Gen-
eral Howe's operations would soon reduce the Americans to
such a low state that they would not contemplate another
assault upon Nova Scotia. 2 Secretary Germain proved a
poor prophet, but the Continentals did remain on the
defensive in New York and Pennsylvania for most of the
year. Moreover, the rebels could undertake no invasion so
long as General Burgoyne threatened to divide New England
from its fellow colonies to the south.
Royal authorities also found it increasingly easy
to transfer redcoats from New York City and elsewhere to
Nova Scotia. 3 More important than these troop reinforce-
iThe shattering Yankee defeat at Fort Cumberland
in November 1776 had already resulted in some Nova Sco-
tians drastically altering their republican sympathies.
Legend has it that following Eddy's debacle a number of
Nova Scotians who had called their sons after George Wash-
ington hastily renamed them George William.
2Germain to Arbuthnot, March 6, 1777: P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/53, 31-32.
Indeed, the years 1777-1779 witnessed such an
augmentation in the number of auxiliaries at Halifax that
Lord George Germain confidently remarked on one occasion
that British soldiers were so numerous there as to make
invasion impossible. See Germain to Lt.-Gov. Richard
Hughes, No. 2, October 20, 1778: P.R.O. , CO. 217/54,
114. Reports from American agents in Nova Scotia to Col.
John Allan supported Germain's observation. One spy
informed Allan that as of March 1779 nearly 3,500 soldiers
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merits was the stationing of British warships in the choppy
waters off the colony. In January of 1777 Lieutenant-
Governor Arbuthnot, fearing another American incursion,
asked Sir George Collier to place a number of small ships
of war along the coastal inlets of Nova Scotia.^ Shortly
thereafter, British armed vessels appeared at stragetic
intervals along Nova Scotia's rugged coastline, menacing
any would-be invaders.^
This increase in troops and vessels resulted in a
dramatic shift in the balance of power. In the late summer
(both British regulars and loyalist volunteers) were
guarding Nova Scotia. Although most of these troops were
garrisoned in Halifax, others had been dispatched to such
provincial outposts as Fort Cumberland and the Saint John
River. The spy also reported that Halifax officials had
strengthened Fort Cumberland considerably by sending a
number of cannon there. See John Starr to John Allan, May
18, 1779: Military Operations , pp. 261-262.
4Arbuthnot to Collier, January 23, 1777: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/53, 23; also see Germain to Arbuthnot, March 6,
1777: ibid
.
, 31-32.
^See extract of a letter from Halifax, July 29,
1777: Lloyd's Evening Post
,
September 3-5, 1777. One of
these vessels, the armed sloop Hope , proved very success-
ful in her efforts to guard the mouth of the Saint John
River, capturing many privateers. See entries of November
23, 1777 --February 21, 1778: A Journal of the Proceedings
of H. M. Sloop Hope, May 17, 1777--May 16, 1778, by Lt.
William Kelly. Available at the National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich.
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of 1777 the Royal Council of Halifax received "very
authentic Intelligence" that the Machias militants planned
an invasion "under the Protection of the Pirate Frigate
Alfred & other arm'd vesselr." The Council resolved to
send warships of the Royal Navy to Machias to counter
the threat. Accordingly, Sir George Collier's squadron
assailed Machias in mid-August, destroying magazines col-
lected there as well as large quantities of flour, rice,
tanned leather hides and shoes. ^ Following the bombard-
ment, Collier sailed along the coast of Eastern Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire., He entered enemy harbors,
o
captured rebel vessels and spread consternation.
bCollier to Germain, August 16, 1777: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/53, 183-184.
^ Ibid . Collier concluded: "I may with great
Truth say, that every thing which was possible to do |^at
Machias] with our small Force, has been achieved; & if
we had had but 100 troops more, the Destruction would have
been compleat . " But Collier was at this time engaged in
a feud with Maj.-Gen. Eyre Massey, the commander of all
British regulars in Nova Scotia. Massey refused to allow
his soldiers to accompany Collier to Machias, declaring
that they were needed in the colony to prevent any
incursions. See Germain tc Arbuthnot, No. 4, December 11,
1777: P.R.O., CO. 217/53, 194-195.
See London Gazette , November 15-18, 1777.
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If naval and troop reinforcements sent to Nova
Scotia helped keep it within the British Empire by putting
downeast dissidents on the defensive, they strengthened
crown control in another way: their presence bolstered
the faltering provincial economy. Both Tory merchants and
rural settlers benefited from the influx of sailors and
soldiers, who, begrudgingly , met the high price for pro-
visions. Moreover, since British crews received their
prize money in Halifax, "money was pretty plenty," as one
resident of the metropolis noted, "and trinkets and cloath-
ing sold well, and we seemed alive indeed.
"°
The growing number of Tories fleeing to Nova Sco-
tia diluted revolutionary strength and thus helped main-
tain British rule. Loyalist refugees had begun appearing
10in Halifax from the first days of the Revolution, and by
^Extract of a letter from Halifax, July 29, 1777:
Lloyd T s Evening Post
,
September 3-5, 1777. This same
newspaper reported in its April 11-14, 1777 issue that the
Halifax dockyard "has now almost as much to do as either
Portsmouth or Plymouth."
10See Legge to Dartmouth, No. 40, May 12, 1775:
P.R.O., CO. 217/51, 203-204.
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the middle of 1777 their numbers significantly challenged
those of the resentful New Englanders
.
Residual Unrest
Faced with a loyalism that had been strengthened
by psychological as well as military and economic factors,
the minority of Nova Scotians who had actively supported
the Revolution thought it prudent to join the majority of
settlers in adopting an outwardly neutral stance.
Yet residual unrest persisted in Nova Scotia. A
gentleman from Halifax who arrived in London in March of
1778 undoubtedly exaggerated this unrest when he reported
that rebellion would sweep the colony "before May next,"
but he accurately summed up the attitude of most Nova Sco-
tians when he declared that they "inclined in favour of
During the first months of 1777 a strong reli-
gious revival began to wash the shores of Nova Scotia.
This "Great Awakening" soon engulfed the entire province.
It may also have helped keep the Halifax government in
power by sapping the revolutionary zeal of Nova Scotians.
At least one prominent historian so argues. M. W. Arm-
strong has written that Nova Scotians, faced with a pain-
ful choice of remaining within the British Empire or
openly breaking with the crown, determined to avoid this
dilemma by turning instead to spiritual redemption. See
M. W. Armstrong, The Great Awakening in Nova Scotia, 1776-
1809 (Hartford, Conn.: The American Society of Church
History, 1948).
1the Americans .
"
1Z While most frontier firebrands had
abandoned their plans to drive the redcoats into Halifax
Harbor, they continued to give the Americans their moral
support. uThe number of disaffected people in this Pro-
vince is surprizing," wrote an uncomfortable Tory at the
13beginning of 1777. A missionary who arrived in Nova
Scotia during the autumn of 1777 reported that his Yankee
neighbors showed considerable unrest.^ Indeed, they
lzBoston Independent Chronicle
,
June 18, 1778.
l^Extract of a letter from Halifax, January 5,
1777: Lloyd's Evening Post
,
February 24-26, 1777.
1-^Rev. John Breynton to Headquarters, September
19, 1777: S.P.G. Papers, B 25, III, 218. Other inhabi-
tants of the Maritime Provinces besides the New England
settlers caused royal authorities considerable anxiety:
the Acadians and their Indian allies frequently assisted
Yankee raiders. From Saint John's Island, Phillips Call-
beck reported that his French subjects were "almost to a
man . . . disaffected and have effrontery enough to publi
ckly express their wishes that the Rebels may come." If
these dissidents received arms and ammunition, the
Attorney-General added, he feared that they would "extir-
pate" the loyalists. See Callbeck to Germain, No. 6, May
20, 1776: P.R.O., CO. 226/6, 121-122. The French set-
tlers of Cape Breton proved so troublesome that an out-
raged British commander sent the Acadians of Saint Peter'
Bay back to France and threatened to sack that Cape
Breton community. Some Acadian seamen told a Yankee pri-
vateer about this development. See entry of October 7,
1778: Journal of a Cruise of the American Privateer
Tyrannicide
,
July— December 1778, by John Allen Hallet,
Commander. Available at the Boston Public Library. Here
after cited as Hallet' s Journal. The Indians frequently
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sometimes went so far as to leave the colony to join the
15
rebel army. Often they assisted Yankees in robbing
their Tory neighbors.-^ They frequently ostracized those
1 7loyalists who had fled to Nova Scotia, ' and some of them
1 8persisted in selling provisions to the enemy. They
also aided American prisoners in escaping from Halifax
aided crews of shipwrecked privateers in escaping. Lt.-
Gov. Richard Hughes asked the priest licensed to officiate
to the Indians to help him curb this practice. See
Hughes to Rev. Bourg, August 27, 1778: P.A.N.S., V. 170.
On one occasion the savages even captured a loyalist
vessel, the schooner Sally , commanded by George Halibur-
ton, while she was loading lumber at Passamaquoddy . See
Col. John Allan to Massachusetts Council, August 9, 1778:
Mass. Archives, V. 220, 117; Boston Gazette , October 19,
1778.
-^One such patriot, a Halifax resident who arrived
in Boston in May of 1779, reported that Nova Scotians
remained "in general, for the American cause. . . See
Nova Scotia Gazette
,
June 15, 1779; Remembrancer , 1779,
Part I
, p. 89.
Rev. John Eagleson to Headquarters, July 30,
1779: S.P.G. Papers, B 25, III, 231. On one occasion
Simeon Perkins reported that a sentry posted to guard
vessels in Liverpool Harbor from privateers had deserted
to the foe. See entry of April 9, 1779: Innis, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
, pp. 189-190.
-^Rev. Jacob Bailey was one loyalist who felt his
neighbors' rebuffs keenly. See, e.g., Bailey to Rev. John
Breynton, December 14, 1779: Bailey Papers, V. 13,
Letter XXI.
1 o
For example, see Massey to Germain, March 13,
1778: P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 42.
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1 9authorities. Although radical sentiments remained
strongest in the back parts of the colony, even loyalist
Halifax reflected some of the anger with royal authorities
and enthusiasm for the American cause. The capital saw
several riots against British attempts at recruiting and
impressment . 20 Pro-American sympathizers in the metrop-
olis dared openly to toast political and military leaders
of the rebel cause in their favorite taverns. Most popular
of these war heroes was General Israel Putnam, who fought
at Bunker Hill. "Here r s a health to old Copper Face,"
remained a common pledge among the disaffected in Halifax
during these difficult years. 2 -*- This residual unrest with
the British government, this lingering affection for the
colonial cause, privateers now proceeded to dissipate by
stepping up their attacks.
Increased Depredations
If by 1777 royal authority in Nova Scotia had
acquired sufficient strength to end the possibility of the
19See, e.g., Petition of Stephen Smith, June 27,
1778: Mass. Archives, V. 168, 395.
20See, for example, Nova Scotia Gazette , July 20,
1779.
21Lloyd T s Evening Post , August 15-18, 1777.
province's going over to the rebel cause, it had not
acquired enough force to inhibit continued harassment by
sea. Between the first months of 1777 and the summer of
1779 shrewd New England mariners, encouraged by their past
success in seizing prizes off Nova Scotia, fitted out
22
additional privateers. Yankee shore towns continued to
swell with captures taken while bound to or from their
23
northern neighbor. Most valuable of the seizures were
vessels employed on long voyages, such as the ones sailing
22Many of these anxious patriots hailed from East-
ern Massachusetts. For example, Jeremiah O'Brien, captor
of the Margaret ta
,
petitioned for a commission for the
privateer schooner Resolution while Agreen Crabtree peti-
tioned for a commission for the privateer schooner
Harlequin . See Petition of Jeremiah O'Brien, August 13,
1777: Mass. Archives, V. 167, 157; Petition of Agreen
Crabtree, August 22, 1777: ibid
.
, 171.
2^A British officer, incarcerated in the Boston
Gaol in 1777, gave a colorful picture of one Yankee port
during this period:
"Boston Harbor swarms with privateers and their
prizes [he observed]; this is a great place of ren-
dezvous with them. The privateersmen come on shore
here full of money and enjoy themselves much after
the same manner the English seamen at Portsmouth and
Plymouth did in the late war; and by the best infor-
mation I can get there are no less than fifteen
foreign vessels lately arrived in the harbour with
cargoes of various articles."
See London Chronicle, July 3, 1777.
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between London and Halifax or between the West Indies and
Halifax. These craft were usually large transports filled
with precious provisions. Such a prize was the brigantine
Lusannah (or Lusannar ) , bound from London to Halifax in
the autumn of 1777. At the time of her capture by the New
Hampshire privateer McClary
,
commanded by Joshua Stackpole,
she carried a cargo, valued at £12,000, which included
English goods, thirteen chests of bohea tea, sugar,
cheese, steel, porter, hardware and other provisions . A
large sloop owned by Ebenezer Thayer of Halifax and bound
from there to Guadaloupe proved equally valuable. Her
eager captors found aboard her rum, sugar, molasses and
the distraught Mr. Thayer.
^See New Hampshire Gazette , November 15, 1777;
Providence Gazette , November 15, 1777; B oston Gazette
,
November 17, 1777. The records of the trial of the
Lusarmgih at the Portsmouth, New Hampshire prize court are
available at the Rockingham County Office, Exeter, New
Hampshire
.
^Bo ston Gazette , June 9, 1777. Some Nova Sco-
tian captains, such as Samuel Ingersol, who frequently
sailed to the West Indies proved very unlucky in their
dealings. In 1775 he was master of a brig bound from
Barrington to the West Indies; it was illegally seized by
the Franklin and the Hancock as those two schooners were
returning from their devastating raid on Saint John's
Island. In January 1779 Ingersol commanded a schooner
bound from Halifax to Tobago. He was overwhelmed by the
113
Vessels travelling between Nova Scotia and those
remaining Tory outposts in the rebellious colonies also
contained valuable cargoes. For example, the packet
Rover
,
seized by a Salem vessel while bound from New York
City to Halifax, proved to be laden with rum, sugar and
molasses
.
^
Vessels sailing between Nova Scotian ports or
engaged in an illegal trade with New England furnished yet
a third type of prize. Although often small, they could
yield a rich lading. A schooner seized while bound from
Halifax to Fort Cumberland held a freight of rum and
27
molasses. Another schooner, employed in an illegal
letter of marque General Pickering
,
commanded by Jonathan
Harraden. Although Ingersol claimed that the. schooner
belonged to Richard Derby of Salem, the Yankees seized
both vessel and cargo, and promptly sold them, ignoring
the formality of condemnation. See Memorandum of January
4, 17 79: Journal of the Brig General Pickering
,
kept by
Jonathan Harraden, 1778-1779. Available at the Essex
Institute, Salem, Massachusetts.
^Providence Gazette
,
May 29, 1779. Often pri-
vateers discovered families of soldiers stationed in Nova
Scotia on board vessels sailing between New York and
Halifax. They frequently threw these women and children
in jail. See, e.g., Petition of Elizabeth McQuee and Jane
Haskins, September 10, 1777: Mass. Archives, V. 167, 230.
Boston Gazette
,
April 13, 1778.
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intercourse between Barrington and Boston whan she was
overwhelmed by Yankees, carried fish.-^
In addition to increasing their attacks upon ves-
sels on the open seas , New Englanders turned more and more
to attacking small vessels supposedly safe in the shelter
of rivers, inlets or town harbors. Indeed, they even
assaulted the small towns and their inhabitants, regard-
less of their political affiliations. Every shore, from
t ~ la.y of Fundy clear around the Strait of Canso to the
Northumberland Coast, suffered from the increased depre-
dations .
Many of the Yankees eluded British patrols by
hiding in the dense white fog of the Bay of Fundy. From
this sanctuary they frequently preyed upon vessels and
settlements along the coasts of Western Nova Scotia and
the Annapolis Valley. Otho Robichaux, "an Inhabitant of
East Passage, on the most Westerly part of Nova Scotia,"
complained that his small schooner and cargo had been
seized by a New England privateer and carried into Salem.'1 ''
2SPetition of John Pitts, May 16, 1778: Mass,
Archives, V. 168, 309. Reprinted in Poole, Annals , p. 22.
-^Petition of Otho Rabesho [Robichaux] , March 19,
1778: Mass. Archives, V. 168, 224. Reprinted in Poole,
Annals
,
pp. 39-40.
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Peter Dousett of Weymouth lamented that the Resolution
had overwhelmed his schooner Polly while she was sailing
from the Shepody River in Western Nova Scotia to Annap-
olis.^^ Raiders frequently harassed the many tiny settle-
ments surrounding the Minas Basin. 31
The South Shore and its ports proved as popular
with the rebels as the hamlets of Western Nova Scotia and
the Annapolis Valley. The Yankees hid from British
squadrons in the many craggy, cliffed coves that dotted
this coast and prepared to pounce upon passing vessels.
Craft bound from or to Liverpool Harbor were their most
frequent victims. Sometimes they seized only the cargo
aboard these vessels while allowing the ships themselves
to go free. Thereby they avoided the nuisance of a mari-
time court trial. Simeon Perkins, for example, recorded
that pirates of this sort aboard the Dolphin from Massa-
chusetts had overwhelmed a schooner returning from Bermuda
30Petition of Peter Dousett, July 30, 1778: Mass.
Archives, V. 169, 50. Reprinted in Poole, Annals
,
p. 42.
31See, for example, Nova Scotia Gazette , June 22,
1779.
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and helped themselves liberally to its cargo of rum,
molasses and salt.
As their numbers increased, the Americans dared
sweep into the ports of the South Shore, brushing aside
the few colonists who attempted to defend themselves. On
one occasion Simeon Perkins discovered a rebel vessel
approaching his own wharf: uSeeing a sloop full of men
come into the Harbour it was truly alarming in our de-
fenceless condition. TT^ Other fishing communities besides
Liverpool received unannounced visits from the intruders.
One of them ventured into La Have, a tiny settlement situ-
ated thirty miles northeast of Liverpool, seized a sloop
and put its master ashore with only the clothes on his
back. Another, out of Boston, captured a large brig,
laden with fish, in the harbor of Cape Sambro, a South
Shore port situated within ten miles of the Halifax Light-
house. ^5
32Entry of July 20, 1777: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
,
p. 159.
33Entry of April 9, 1778: Innis, ed., Perkins
Diary
, pp. 189-190.
3
^Entry of February 5, 1778: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
,
p. 180.
35Boston Gazette, November 23, 1778.
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Of all the coastal communities of Nova Scotia,
only Halifax, which separated the South Shore from the
Eastern Shore, avoided the ordeal of a major assault by
the Yankees. But even this well-fortified port did not
escape unscathed. Major-General Eyre Massey wrote Lord
George Germain from Halifax that some adventurers in the
summer of 1777 had seized "several merchantmen in sight of
our Lighthouse; nay had the insolence to come into the
North West Arm. Others hid in the many little inlets
surrounding the capital, preying upon transports sailing
to and from the metropolis.
The lonely lagoons of the Eastern Shore provided
a haven for these unwelcomed visitors. Often they erected
posts near these estuaries to which they fled when pursued
36Massey to Germain, December 10, 1777: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/54, 13-14.
-^Fear of privateers prevented many British ves-
sels from sailing from Halifax on schedule. For example,
a "Navy Ship" carrying important dispatches "was not
suffered to sail" until a month after the appointed time
because of the presence of buccaneers near Halifax. See
Massey to Germain, May 30, 1778: P.R.O., CO. 217/54,
78.
118
by British warships. From these sanctuaries they fre-
quently sallied forth, pillaging the few settlements
scattered along the Eastern Shore. The inlets near the
Strait of Canso were a favorite rendezvous with them: the
many British transports passing coves on their way to Can-
ada made fine prizes.
The bleak island of Cape Breton unwittingly pro-
vided its share of vessels for the rebels. For more than
a century Cape Breton had supplied coal to the North
American colonies. Throughout the American Revolution the
collieries near Spanish River and Louisbourg furnished the
mineral to Halifax and other important British military
3^For example, when some British warships followed
four privateers into the Eastern Shore settlement of Ship
Harbour, the Americans abandoned their craft and fled to
,r a post about two miles in the woods, where they had pre-
viously lodged their provisions, stores, &c." When the
redcoats pursued them, the rebels retreated overland to
a small cove. Here they accidentally met another pri-
vateer, which took some of them aboard. See extract of a
letter from Halifax, July 2, 1778: Lloyd's Evening Post
,
August 14-17, 1778.
-^See, e.g., Lloyd's Evening Post , December 10-12,
1777.
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bases.^ English vessels transporting anthracite from
the island to Tory outposts in the rebellious colonies
as well as shore towns in Nova Scotia soon found them-
selves the targets of Yankee crews , who often overwhelmed
them as they passed through the Strait of Canso.^"-'-
In their quest for loot, the raiders attacked even
those few isolated fishing communities that dotted the
AO
barren Northumberland Coast. By 1779 their depredations
in this remote region had become so intense that Pictou
A •
settlers sent a representative to Halifax to request aid.
As anxious appeals for military assistance poured
into the Nova Scotian capital from distant corners of the
province, concerned officials took steps which they hoped
40prom t |-ie beginning of the conflict British
leaders had perceived the necessity of transporting the
coal to different bases. See Gage to Legge, May 24, 1775:
Dart. Coll., No. 1126; Gage to Dartmouth, June 12, 1775:
P.R.O.
,
CO. 5/92, 184.
41 For example, see Nova Scotia Gazette
,
June 9,
1778. Reprinted in Lloyd's Evening Post
,
July 8-10, 1778.
^2See Patterson, Pictou
, pp. 101-106; Frank H.
Patterson, History of Tatamagouche , Nova Scotia (Halifax,
N.S.: Royal Print and Litho, Ltd., 1917), pp. 31-32.
43Council Minutes, September 28, 1779: P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/55, 18.
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would curb the attacks. They strengthened the batteries
that overlooked Halifax Harbor; sent soldiers to the shore
towns of Lunenburg, Chester and Pictou and ammunition to
Liverpool; and hastily authorized the construction of
fortifications in various outposts.^ The House of Assem-
bly passed an act to repair roads and bridges throughout
the province to assist troops in moving speedily to
threatened towns.^ Government representatives stationed
men-of-war at strategic intervals along the uneven Nova
Scotian coasts and ordered that armed vessels be fitted
out to escort trading craft. Authorities granted letters
of marque and privateers' commissions to Nova Scotian
44s ee Council Minutes, July 11, 1778: P.R.O.,
CO. 220/1, 379; Council Minutes, June 4, 1779: ibid .
,
402-403; Council Minutes, September 28, 1779: CO. 217/55,
18; entry of April 19, 1778: Innis, ed. , Perkins Diary ,
p. 192; Council in General Assembly, June 28, 1779: CO.
220/1, 689; Journal and Votes of the House of Assembly,
June 10, 1779: ibid . , 945.
4
^Resolutions in the House of Assembly, June 24,
1777: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 591.
46Arbuthnot to Germain, December 23, 1777: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/54, 15-16; Journal and Votes of the House of
Assembly, June 16, 1778: CO. 220/1, 903.
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vessels.^ 7 British squadrons incessantly patrolled the
48
coast between Halifax and Yarmouth.
Although these measures resulted in a few specta-
49
cular duels between the opposing sides, they failed to
check the intruders' depredations. Different branches of
the Nova Scotian government soon conceded defeat. Lieu-
tenant-Governor Mariot Arbuthnot regretfully admitted in
the spring of 1778 that Yankees still plagued his province,
daring even to venture into the mouth of Halifax Harbor. ^0
4"
"7Some of these armed craft ended up as prizes to
the New England privateers. For example, the Nova Scotian
armed schooner Revenge , licensed in the autumn of 1777,
was taken by the Yankee privateer Charming Sally in 1779.
See Arbuthnot to Capt. Jones Fawson, September 15, 1777:
P.A.N.S., V. 170; New Hampshire Gazette , June 15, 1779.
^See, e.g., extract of a letter from Halifax,
n.d.: Lloyd's Evening Post
,
April 20-22, 1778.
^One success scored by the British was the cap-
ture of the new American frigate Hancock
,
commanded by
John Manley. Captain Manley, second in rank in the United
States Navy, was taken off the Nova Scotian coast in the
summer of 1777 by Sir George Collier. He surrendered
without firing a gun, mistaking Collier's small flagship
Rainbow for the heavily-armed Raisonable . The loyalist
press loudly applauded this capture. Taken to New York
City, Manley was later released in an exchange of prisoners
and returned to haunt the Nova Scotians. See Collier to
Germain, July 13
,
1777: P.R.O., CO. 217/53, 161-163;
London Gazette
,
August 23, 1777.
5GArbuthnot to Germain, Mo. 17, May 27, 1778:
P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/54, 60-61.
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Richard Hughes, who shortly thereafter succeeded Arbuth-
not as chief administrator of Nova Scotia, also expressed
his concern over the marauders.^ The House of Assembly
acknowledged their inability to deal effectively with the
Americans when they determined to retire the schooner
Loyal Nova Scotian
,
originally fitted out to convoy pro-
vision vessels between Halifax and Lunenburg. They
lamented: "she was not of sufficient Force to withstand
the New England Arm'd Vessels
.
,T
-^Lt.-Gov. Richard Hughes to Lord George Germain,
No. 7, September 30, 1778: P.R.O. , C.O. 217/54, 120-121.
52Council Minutes, March 12, 1779: P.R.O. , C.O.
220/1, 399-400. Col. John Allan, cheerfully shared the
view that armed vessels such as the Loyal Nova Scotian
failed to protect loyalist provision vessels. On one
occasion, after receiving intelligence that trading ves-
sels were bound up the Bay of Fundy , he ordered some
privateers to intercept them "as it appears that no other
but the Gage Sloop or Loyall Nova Scotia Schooner will be
their convoy. I hope to have a good acct of them. . ,
.
s
See Allan to Massachusetts Council, November 18, 1777:
Military Operations
,
p. 243. SeveraJL faq,fcprs combined to
frustrate British endeavors to arrest the privateers.
Senior naval officers frequently called away warships on
the Halifax station. See Hughes to Germain, No. 13, July
8, 1779: P.R.O., C.O. 217/54, 184. Halifax officials
hesitated to spread redcoats throughout the province at
a time when fears still persisted of another American
incursion into Nova Scotia. As late as 1778 a report was
circulating that 14,000 provincials, under the command of
Gen. Benedict Arnold, had marched for the colony. See
Lloyd's Evening Post
,
February 9-11, 1778; Massey to Ger-
main, May 6, 1778: P.R.O., C.O. 217/54, 74. The large
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As royal authorities combatted the ever-increasing
assaults, in the spring of 1778 Halifax officials learned
of Americans sailing to Spanish River on Cape Breton with
the intention of destroying the coal mines and transports
CO
there. Although rebel success would have brought dis-
aster to both British troops and those Nova Scotian com-
munities which depended upon the collieries for fuel, the
government had no auxilliaries to transfer to Louisbourg.^
So General Eyre Massey dispatched instead a company of
loyalist volunteers commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Timothy
numbers of American prisoners-of -war in the Halifax Gaol
also necessitated the presence of troops in the capital.
See Council Minutes, November 26 , 1777: P.R.O. , CO.
220/1, 365; Arbuthnot to Germain, December 23, 1777:
P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/54, 15-16. Moreover, after the entry of
France into the war in early 1778, rumors spread that
Count D'Estaing's fleet planned to seize Halifax. See
Lloyd's Evening Post
,
April 10-13, 1778; Hughes to Germain,
No. 6, September 6, 1778: P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 106. Many
troops and warships stood by in the Nova Scotian capital
while fortifications hastily went up. See Massey to Ger-
main, May 30, 1778: ibid
. ,
78; Council Minutes, July 11,
1778: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 378-380.
53Massey to Germain, April 21, 1778: P.R.O., CO.
217/54, 72.
-^Indeed, troops were so scarce that at one time
Massey felt obliged to request a company of artillery "as
the ground I am to maintain is very extensive." See Mas-
sey to Germain, May 30, 1778: P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 78.
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Hierlihy. Although these men had originally been destined
for Saint John's Island to assist Phillips Callbeck,
Massey explained that the danger presented to the collier-
ies necessitated immediate action. Hierlihy and his
company spent the next several months loading transports
with coal and fighting off the Yankees.
^
The diversion of loyalist volunteers to Louisbourg
from their original destination of Charlottetown, however,
served to underscore the plight of Saint John's Island.
Phillips Callbeck explained that freebooters continued to
plunder his defenseless colony. In August he informed
Lord George Germain that his island had again been invaded
by the crews of two American vessels , who made their land-
ing at Saint Peters "and began their Accustomed Wanton
depredations by Shooting with grape Shott, Oxen and Sheep
55Massey to Germain, April 21, 1778: P.R.O., CO.
217/54, 72.
DHierlihy modestly reported that during his stay
on Cape Breton he beat off many piratical attacks, recap-
tured two vessels and the property of some loyalists,
killed some of the enemy and sent others to Halifax—with-
out losing a single man. See Massey to Germain, June 3,
1778: P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 80-81. C J. MacGillivray
traced the career of the flamboyant Hierlihy in Timothy
Hierlihy and his Times (Antigonish, N.S.: presented to
Saint Francis Xavier University by the author, 1936).
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and taking but very few of them away for use."^ Royal
authorities finally took notice of his anguished pleas
for assistance. From New York, Sir Henry Clinton, the
British commander-in-chief, angrily directed Massey to
dispatch Hierlihy and bis corps to Saint John's Island,
adding: "I could have wished that they had not been
CO
Detained at Spanish River." JO Shortly thereafter, when
the loyalist veterans removed to Charlottetown , the Yan-
kees returned in full force to the shores of Cape Bre-
ton. 59
In carrying out their raids against Saint Peters
and Louisbourg as well as other communities in the Mari-
time Provinces, the privateers and pirates spread terror
among the Friends of Government in a remote part of the
world; tied down both men and warships that the crown
could have put to good use elsewhere; and prevented the
57Callbeck to Germain, August 18, 1778: P.R.O.
,
CO. 226/7, 24.
58Clinton to Massey, September 13, 1778: P.A.N.S.,
V. 170.
CO
One privateer that haunted the frigid waters off
Cape Breton during the summer and autumn of 1778 was the
Tyrannicide
, commanded by John Allen Hallet. Note espe-
cially the entries of September and October in Hallet T s
Journal
.
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shipment of provisions to British troops in New York City.
But they also influenced the outcome of the revolutionary
struggle in a number of negative ways. In the first years
of the war they had, by their action, isolated revolution-
ary sentiment and rendered impossible the union of rebel
sympathizers in Nova Scotia. During the years 1777-1779
they began to turn sympathy for the rebel cause into
antipathy.
Sympathy into Antipathy: The Result of
Inhumanity and Economic Destruction
The harsh, illegal behavior adopted by many of the
New Englanders now began to affect the sympathies of even
the most staunch supporters of the rebellion in Nova Sco-
tia. Trained in the rough school of the whale and cod
fisheries, these raiders exhibited little concern for the
niceties of maritime law. Some of them were New England-
ers or former Nova Scotians whose political sentiments
had already brought their families and friends consider-
able ill-treatment from British administrators and Tory
townsmen. 60 The discomfort of their families in turn
600n June 24, 1777 Col. John Allan informed the
Massachusetts Council that families of his Cumberland
followers were being treated "with unrelenting malice and
fury. The common appellation is to Women Damn'd Rebel
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inflamed the patriotism of the Yankees, who often mistook
pathetic attempts at neutrality by frightened Nova Sco-
tians as signs of loyalist sentiments.
While some buccaneers treated Nova Scotians
harshly from a sense of outraged nationalism, many others
were simply rapacious, undisciplined freebooters who felt
little concern for their victims. Their chosen profession
was one which many prominent Americans viewed with scorn.
One New England official aptly summarized the feelings of
many of his countrymen:
No kind of Business can so effectually introduce
Luxury, Extravagance, and every kind of Dissipation,
that tend to the destruction of the morals of people.
Those who are actually engaged in it soon lose every
Idea of right and wrong, and for want of an opportu-
nity of gratifying their insatiable avarice with the
property of the Enemies of their Country, will with-
out the least compunction seize that of her Friends. 61
Throughout the Revolution many Yankee seamen
showed their comtempt for maritime law by refusing to libel
Bitches & whores, Excuse the rough Expression, & often
kicked when met in the street. My unhappy Wife has been
often accosted in this manner. . . . " See Military
Operations
, p. 196.
61William Whipple to Josiah Bartlett, July 22,
1778. Quoted by Gardner W. Allen, A Naval History of the
American Revolution (2 vols.; Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1913), V. 1, p. 48. Hereafter cited as Allen,
Naval History
, V. 1, p. 48.
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captured vessels and cargoes in admiralty courts. ^2
Agreen Crabtree was not atypical in his disregard for
legal machinery. In October of 1777 a downeaster com-
manded by him overwhelmed the Mayflower
,
a small schooner
sailing from Annapolis to the River Saint John to obtain
supplies for John English of Cornwallis and his destitute
friends. Instead of libelling the vessel in the maritime
court at nearby Pownalborough
,
Captain Crabtree and his
crew eagerly divided its cargo of beans, corn and peas
among themselves. They had, in law, acted as pirates.
After months of impatient waiting, John English, whose
sympathies lay with the rebellious colonies, protested to
Massachusetts authorities that Crabtree had refused to
libel the schooner. Since Colonel John Allan supported
the angry Nova Scotian, Crabtree belatedly decided to take
his prize to court. But the Notice of Libels concerning
the Mayflower did not appear in the Massachusetts news-
papers until more than six months after its capture. 63
62ihe law stated that a privateer must file a
Notice of Libels within twenty days of the capture and
bringing-in of a vessel. See Petition of William Hazen,
July 5, 1776: Mass. Archives, V. 35, 153.
^ 3See Petition of John English, February 25, 1778:
Mass. Archives, V. 217, 46 5; Council Resolve, April 8,
1778: ibid .
,
463; Allan to Massachusetts General Court,
February 12, 1778: ibid . , 464; Notices of Libels, Boston
Gazette
,
May 4; June 8, 1778.
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The Yankees by no means confined their illegal
seizures to the Bay of Fundy. During these years the
men of Liverpool either received word of or personally
felt rebel savagery. Vessels coming from Halifax fre-
quently brought news of their brutality, and some reports
proved especially shocking. For example, Simeon Perkins
grimly recorded the treatment meted out to the crew of the
Nova Scotian schooner Polly when the Massachusetts Sweat
and Greyhound captured that vessel as she was sailing from
Halifax to Liverpool. Yankee crews stripped the hapless
sailors of valuable clothing, kept them on board the Sweat
and Greyhound for some time without food, and insulted
them freely. One Nova Scotian, mistaken for an American
deserter, the Yankees nearly hanged. 6^ Another time they
overwhelmed a vessel owned by Hallet Collins, who was
delivering provisions to Liverpool. when they seized sun-
dry articles of silk, buckles and buttons, Collins begged
for their return, pointing out that they were intended for
Simeon Perkins' wife. But the captain pocketed the
trifles, brusquely replying that Perkins kept troops in
0 They actually put a rope around his neck. See
entry of May 2, 1779: Innis, ed., Perkins Diary
,
p. 237.
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Liverpool and he would have the articles.^ Often the
brigands dared enter Liverpool Harbor and terrorize the
unfortunate inhabitants. On one occasion, when a number
of them landed near the town and broke into several build-
ings, including private homes, they raided Simeon Perkins'
store, emptying it of considerable goods. Although the
angry diarist complained to the Yankees' leader, he
received "no redress, or scarcely an answer. "66 Another
time rebels sailed brazenly into the port, hinted that
they intended to seize some store goods and a schooner
belonging to Joseph Tinkham, and then offered to leave for
a bribe of £200. When the frightened residents refused to
pay this blackmail, the disgruntled intruders boarded a
schooner, demanded and received some rum. Then they
fi 7
skulked away . °
'
Some Nova Scotians attempted to carry on a trade
with New Englanders under fraudulent pretext and with the
6^The trifles were valued at less than £5. Entry
of April 25, 1779: Innis, ed. , Perkins Diary , p. 236.
66Entry of May 19, 1778: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, p. 198.
^Entry of April 9, 1778: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, pp. 189-191.
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collusion of rebel authorities. A few, intent upon
obtaining provisions for their hungry families, sailed to
New England under the pretense that they were American
sympathizers determined to return to their old homes.
Others actually rendered the Americans considerable service
by transporting escaped prisoners-of -war to Boston and
Marblehead in exchange for supplies. The Massachusetts
General Court granted settlers in both these categories
safe-conduct passes.^ iiut the Yankees often disregarded
these passes and heaped abuse upon the people who carried
them. On one occasion the schooner Washington sailed four
miles upstream to seize a vessel owned by Seth Barnes of
Yarmouth. When the No- ra Scotian Droduced papers from the
Massachusetts authorities safeguarding his vessel, Wil-
liam Preston, the Yankee captain, growled: "By God, you
have all got Protections of the Court, and you are all
Concerned together." Refusing to show Barnes his orders,
the incensed Preston declared that he would have the
schooner even if it cost him his life. When Barnes pro-
tested, Preston shouted that he would burn the vessel and
68e. D. Poole in his Annals showed how this ille-
gal trade worked.
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every house in the neighborhood. The dismayed Nova Sco-
tian quickly capitulated before these threats. Shortly
thereafter, the Americans dumped his cargo of hay into the
river and sailed off with the schooner. 6
"
The spiteful and unlawful manner in which Captain
Preston and his men conducted themselves during this foray
69Petition of Seth Barries, July 3, 1778: Mass.
Archives, V. 144, 186-188. Reprinted in Poole, Annals,
pp. 26-27. In fairness to the marauders, it should be
pointed out that they sometimes had good reason to doubt
the protestations of republicanism by many of their
prisoners. The skippers and owners of Nova Scotian ves-
sels sometimes went to great lengths to deceive them. One
such owner was Shear jashub Bourne, a London merchant cap-
tured aboard his brigantine Lusannah (or Lusannar ) while
bound from London to Halifax in the autumn of 1777. At
the time of his capture Bourne claimed that the New Eng-
landers had no right to the Lusannah since he was a
republican sympathizer and the brig was in reality owned
by his father-in-law, Elisha Doane, a prominent Massa-
chusetts merchant and a good friend of both John Hancock
and the American cause. But when the case of the Lusannah
came up in the Portsmouth, New Hampshire prize court,
several witnesses, including some British sympathizers,
revealed that Bourne did indeed own the brigantine and was
no friend of the Revolution. They further stated that,
before the capture of the Lusannah , Bourne had proclaimed
his intention of buying captured American vessels in Hali-
fax. After the Yankees seized the brigantine, Bourne
exclaimed several times that he hoped it would be retaken
by a British man-of-war. The Portsmouth court soon
decided that Bourne was indeed an enemy of the American
cause and condemned his vessel. See Records of the Trial
of the Lusannah , Series A 4064-4066. Available at the
Rockingham County Office, Exeter, New Hampshire.
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typified piracy instead of privateering. u When rebels
seized Joseph Homer in Liverpool Harbor, one of them con-
fiscated the startled settler's hat, explaining that it
fit him better than it did Homer. Another fervent Yankee
attempted to rob him of his shoes, buckles and handker-
chief, and abused him "in too many instances to mention."
When Homer and other imprisoned Nova Scotians showed their
captors safe-conduct passes they had received from New
England authorities, the Americans treated them with the
71greatest contempt. x
/uSimeon Perkins' diary bulges with numerous
examples of the harsh manner and illegal methods employed
by the swaggering intruders. On one occasion Perkins
reported that a sloop at Savel River had been seized and
stripped by the Yankees. Another time Thomas Pierce of
Port Hebert told Perkins that raiders had overwhelmed his
vessel and threatened to burn it, threw his cargo of
staves overboard, and seized his son. Still another time
Perkins reported that three privateers, one manned by
"mostly or all Frenchmen," raided Port Mouton and looted
the. homes of its leading citizens. Entries of December 7,
1777; March 16, 1778; November 3, 1779: Innis, ed. , Per-
kins Diary
, p. 174, p. 185, p. 261. It was a common
practice for New Englanders to recruit foreigners, many of
them prisoners -of -war in the Boston Gaol, for their ves-
sels. One of them out of Boston, commanded by a Rhode
Islander at the time of its capture near Halifax, had a
crew made up mostly of English, Scottish and Irish pris-
oner s -of -war . See extract of a letter from Halifax,
April 2, 1777: Lloyd's Evening Post
,
May 7-9, 1777.
71Petition of Joseph Homer, June 24, 1778: Mass.
Archives, V. 184, 5. Reprinted in Poole, Annals
, pp. 25-
26.
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Perplexed Nova Scotians, many of whom had pre-
viously exhibited strong revolutionary sympathies, reacted
bitterly to these assaults. Seamen from the armed schooner
Congress
,
for example, looted the house of Alexander
McNutt of Port Roseway of such personal belongings as
books, lace, silverware and rings, and beat him and his
brother. Instead of libelling their booty in a prize
court, the ruffians (whom McNutt labelled T'a disgrace to
the name of Soldier") set sail for South Carolina. In an
angry petition to New England authorities, the outraged
victim pointed out that he had been wronged by both loy-
alists and revolutionaries:
How I can be Justly Considered in a Double Capa-
city and treated as both Whig and tory seems a
Parradox to me. I have always spoke my sentiments
Clearly, and would have readily added Correspondent
Actions had I had a Call in Providence so to do,
being well Convinced that the Cause of God will admit
of no Neutrallity, and I Challenge even Emnity it-
self to produce one single Instance in which I have
deviated from the Resolves of Congress Since 1774.
Before I left Nova Scotia I had Sustained a Loss
in my Property of upwards of Forty Thousand Pounds
Str and probably much more since, and Dr. Prince,
with others of like kind applied to Britain for my
Lands (and of Consequence for my Life) representing
me as disaffected, which application was supported
by Govr and Council at Halifax, as your Memorialist
was Informed. The Inference I would make is that
there Cannot be two Contradictory Rights Equally true
at one and the same time; if Dr. Prince with Britain
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Claimed a Right to Rob and plunder McNutt on pre-
tence of his being a Whig, then Certainly the
Privateer Called Congress from this Port [Boston]
had not a Right to Rob me as a tory--yet so it is.--
The truth is, neither had a Right to what Provi-
dence gave me.
McNutt received no satisfaction from the New Englanders.
He waited and waited. Finally, a scathing petition writ-
ten a year later demanded immediate attention. It noted
that the Yankees' conduct "will reflect but very little
Honour upon the Arms of the United States. . . ,"72
Other settlers did not limit their protests to
memorials. Private correspondence from victims of these
privateer attacks reveals the intensity of Nova Scotian
bitterness. John Hall of Annapolis expressed the senti-
ments of many frontiersmen when he informed his brother of
the misfortunes he had suffered:
my Loss This Summer by [ Samuel?] Roggers one of his
party in an Arm T d vessel fitted out from Boston who
had Considerable of my Cargue then: and this Loss
of the one half of the Vessell is vary Cruall Sence
i never Did any of my American Brethren any hurt but
have helped and Gave the American Prisoners so much
in thare Captivity- -but i would hope & pray that all
Virtue and humanity, Equity & Justice heas not left
America Although it Seames it had if we may Judge
72Petitions of Alexander McNutt, August 17, 1778;
July 17, 1779; September 8, 1779: Mass. Archives, V. 170,
385-386. Reprinted in Poole, Annals
,
Chapter XI.
136
by some Scandelus ones that heas bin in this Gov-
ernment a Robbing poor innocent ones --Which has
bin a grate means to Coule [cool] the Affection of
many well wishers to the Just proseedings of Amer-
ica. . . .73
Disenchanted colonists like Alexander McNutt and
John Hall received support for their remonstrances from an
unexpected source. Colonel John Allan, the American Super-
intendent of Indian Affairs, shared with them a growing
disgust over the outrageous conduct of companions -in -arms
and realized that their depredations had increasingly
alienated Nova Scotians formerly sympathetic to the Ameri-
can cause. He wrote:
Their horrid Crimes is too Notorious to pass unno-
ticed. Both the Subjects of the United States as
well as the Brittain [Briton] feels the Effects of
their veracious Dispositions. But the depredations
Committed on the Coast of Nova Scotia is cruel,
Robing the very people who every day are Secreting &
spiriting the unhappy Prisoners subjects of the
States in giting to the Continent, others go with an
Excuse to rob certain T-ories & to take revenge for
Private Injury, by "which Conduct, the poor unhappy
Families there are Exposed to all the Malicious &
Lew'd behaviour of Soldiers, Hawled out of their
Beds in the Night to search for people. It is pos-
sible I may feel more resentment in this than others
when I consider of my wife & children being Draged
from their beds Last Summer, & carryed to the Fort
with a Party, Supposing those that were there went
73John Hall to Joseph Hall, December 12, 1778:
Mass. Archives, V. 176, 667. Reprinted in Poole, Annals ,
pp. 94-95.
137
from me, when at the same Time I never sent a person,
nor Letter to any body whatever, in that part of the
Country During the whole of my residence here, But
what I sent to Public Authority for my family for
fear of these Difficulty's. Herein it may be per-
ceived that the Innocent suffers with the Guilty.
Those persons that go there seem to Defy all
authority, they have generally made some friend or
other to the Westward, some has Licenses, others gets
old commissions Altered, & such Parties rising that
people are afraid saying any thing about them, they
all keep away from this place. 74
Colonel Allan boiled with indignation when he
learned of a foray by Machias men to the Minas Basin.
Although he suspected that his countrymen seized ves-
sels and destroyed property belonging to inoffensive Nova
Scotians, he could prove nothing. The shabby excuses of
Jabez West, the commander of the expedition, further
aroused his apprehensions. When Captain West showed Allan
the commission for his schooner, the astonished Superin-
tendent noted that it had been issued before the Declara-
tion of Independence. But this inconvenience had not
deterred West, who had altered the worn and dirty piece of
paper to suit his own purpose. The conduct of West and
his fellows, fumed Allan, "will occasion more Torys than
'^Allan to Massachusetts Council, August 17, 1778:
Mass. Archives, V. 144, 245-246. Reprinted in Military
Operations
, p. 255.
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100 Such Expeditions will make good.
In spite of the strenuous efforts of honest offi-
cials like John Allan to curb their depredations, New
England pirates and privateers persisted in their activi-
ties along the Nova Scotian coast. They seized vessels in
port, appropriated private property and assaulted defense-
less settlers. Their harsh and unwarranted behavior during
the dark months of 1777-1779 did much to blunt the revolu-
tionary sentiments of Nova Scotians.
As important as Yankee inhumanity and lawlessness
in alienating many Nova Scotians from the American cause
were the economic effects of raiding. The bleak years
1777-1779 saw a significant increase in the forfeitures
sustained by Nova Scotians and a corresponding decline in
radical sentiments throughout the province. In spite of
the attempts of administrators like Mariot Arbuthnot and
Richard Hughes to relieve the suffering, the brigands per-
sisted in their attacks. The resulting plight of the
settlers touched even Lieutenant-Governor Arbuthnot, a
rough, blustering and scarcely compassionate naval
75Allan to Massachusetts Council, August 17, 1778:
Mass. Archives, V. 144, 245-246. Reprinted in Military
Operations
,
p. 255.
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commander.'" While writing Lord Germain of the economic
distress of the discouraged colonists, many of whom
threatened to evacuate the shore towns , and their need for
protection, Arbuthnot felt moved to remark: "In Justice
to these People, I beg leave to Assure your Lordship that
they have exerted themselves as far as I could expect from
their situation & Circumstances." 77
Throughout these trying years the impoverished
province and its helpless inhabitants faced soaring prices
and grave shortages of essential provisions. Simeon Per-
kins peppered his diary with references to the economic
difficulties he and his fellow citizens encountered at
this time. In January of 1778 he scribbled: "No pork to
be had at Halifax. Flower very dear. Rum sels for 6/6,
7 8boards about £5, staves about £4 bbl . hhd. £7." One
year later the situation had grown even worse: Captain
Elisha Hopkins informed the men of Liverpool that he had
7
^For contemporary sketches of Arbuthnot, see
Rivington's Royal Gazette
,
June 26, 1779; London Morning
Chronicle
,
May 18, 1781.
77Arbuthnot to Germain, No. 17, May 27, 1778:
P.R.O.
, CO. 217/54, 60-61.
7
^Entry of January 13, 1778: T.nnis, ed., Perkins
Diary
,
p. 178.
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7 9been unable to purchase flour for them while in Halifax.
By the spring of 1779 even the most common necessities were
lacking: in March Simeon Perkins noted: "Hay is exceed-
ing scarce."^ Other settlers besides the Liverpool
diarist faced severe economic hardships. From Annapolis
Reverend Thomas Wood complained that the price of beef had
risen sixfold in a period of only two years. °^ In Halifax
printer Anthony Henry found himself "under the disagree-
able Necessity" of raising the price of his newspaper to
an unprecedented fifteen shillings per annum because of
"the extraordinary high price of every necessary of Life
as well as Stock and Materials. . . ."82
Among those Nova Scotians who sustained sharp
economic losses were the inhabitants of Yarmouth, a set-
tlement initially known by both rebels and government to
^Entry Q f February 28, 1779: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
,
p. 229.
80Entry of March 16, 1779: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
,
p. 231.
81-Rev. Thomas Wood to Headquarters, June 26 , 1777:
S.P.G. Papers, B 25, III, 216.
8 2Nova Scotia Gazette
,
July 6, 1779. The pre-war
price was ten shillings per annum. See ibid . , February 7,
1775.
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be favorably disposed toward the American cause. During
the winter of 1111 -111 & Yarmouth experienced a severe lack
of provisions. A petitioner to Massachusetts authorities
lamented that "the inhabitants . . . are in a destitute
starving condition for want of Bread-Corn , --that they have
been deprived of it almost all this winter, subsisting
themselves on potatoes. "^3 gu^ distress failed to soften
the blows of the privateers. Another petition from Yar-
mouth, written in February of 1778, noted that the Yankees
were still slipping into the town harbor and seizing
OA
"almost all" the articles aboard the Yarmouth vessels. 0 "''
Often a single privateer or pirate burdened Yova
Scotians with staggering losses. One, John Leach of
Salem, proved as good as his name: during the summer of
1777 he bled the hard-pressed settl ers of Sj 10,000 worth of
85provisions by overwhelming English merchantmen. Others
^Petition of Solomon Rider, January 31, 1778:
Mass. Archives, V. 183, 384. Reprinted in Poole, Annals
,
p . 35
.
°
-'Petition of Sech Barnes and James Kelley,
February 27, 1778: Mass. Archives, V. 217, 266. Reprinted
in Poole, Annals
, p. 23.
85Massey to Germain, December 10, 1777: P.R.O.,
C.O. 217/54, 13-14. The angry Massey concluded: "Were I
not to report this to your Lordship, I should be as great
a Rebel as Leech."
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interfered with the shipment of fuel to Halifax, thereby
distressing both His Majesty's troops and the residents
of the capital. 86 Those Yankees who raided isolated farm-
ing settlements such as Cornwallis even prevented the
frightened homesteaders from gathering their harvest. 87
Although some fortunate settlers escaped the
depredations, all Nova Scotians felt the costly steps
taken by the debt-ridden Halifax government to check the
intruders. Between the spring of 1777 and the summer of
1779 royal authorities enacted a number of defensive meas-
ures which proved most burdensome for the impoverished
province. When fishermen fought back against the brigands,
86Hughes to Germain, No. 7, September 30, 1778:
P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 120-121.
87John Burbidge to Richard Bulkeley, September 12,
1778: P.A.N.S., V. 220. People in all walks of life
suffered economic distress at the hands of the Yankees.
Merchants sustained losses both large and small. Simeon
Perkins reported losing to the intruders a cargo of oars
valued at only &8. Entry of May 2, 1779: Innis, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
, p. 237. But some Halifax merchants lost
a large ship, the Richard Penn , to an American frigate.
This ship carried a large cargo of goods and had long been
expected in Halifax. Entry of February 19, 1778: ibid
.
,
p. 183. Other losses were of an unusual nature. One
missionary, e.g., reported that privateers had seized a
Negro lad valued at £40 and belonging to him. Papers of
Rev. Joseph Bennett, March 11, 1778: S.P.G. Papers,
C/CAN/NS1, 20.
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officials sometimes rewarded them for their services. 58
When residents of coastal communities, discouraged by the
losses inflicted upon them by the Americans, threatened
to leave their homes and seek shelter further inland,
administrators adopted several expensive steps to protect
them.^9 They stationed troops in shore towns. ^0 They
allotted £1,000, which was raised by import and excise
duties, for the building of bridges and repairing of high-
ways throughout Nova Scotia. The House of Assembly
°°When Malcolm Mclntire and other -residents of
Herring Cove captured a shallop carrying seven privateers-
men, the Halifax Council distributed £34 among them. See
Council Minutes, December 28, 1777: P.R.O. , CO. 217/54,
146-147.
0 Q
1 Some voices were raised in protest against these
costly measures: members of the Assembly informed the
Lieutenant-Governor that the provincial treasurer had
already distributed large sums of money without consult-
ing them. See Journal and Votes of the House of Assembly,
June 11
,
1779: P.R.O.
,
CO. 220/1, 945-946.
90Council Minutes, August 21, 1778: P.R.O., CO.
217/54, 142-143.
^-"-This money was distributed in the following man-
ner: to build a bridge over the Annapolis River and
repair the road leading to Annapolis, £250; to build a
bridge over the Stewiacke River and repair the road lead-
ing to the Cobequid region, £250; to construct bridges and
a highway between Halifax and Horton, £500. See Council
in General Assembly, June 13, 1778: P.R.O. , CO. 220/1,
609-613.
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allotted £230 for the construction of barracks at Corn-
wallis'- and £150 for the construction of blockhouses at
Liverpool, Lunenburg and Barrington. J These steps
severely taxed the resources of both the people and treas-
ury of Nova Scotia, the more so because they sometimes
proved more expensive than had been anticipated.^
Q1
^Journal and Votes or the House of Assembly, June
10, 1779: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 945.
93Council in General Assembly, June 28, 1779:
P.R.O.
, CO. 220/1, 689.
^In one speech to the Assembly Mariot Arbuthnot
admitted: "The Expences incurr'd by Marching several
bodies of the Militia to distant parts of the Province,
for the defence of it, have exceeded what I hop'd. . . .
"
See Council in General Assembly, June 6, 1778: P.R.O.,
CO. 220/1, 598-599. Correspondence between royal
authorities reveals how slender were the means which Nova
Scotia commanded to combat their tormentors. In Septem-
ber or 1778 Lt.-Gov. Hughes, who had only recently arrived
in the colony, informed Lord Germain of the necessity for
retaining the armed schooner Loyal Nova Scotian for the
escorting of provision vessels to Halifax, a practice
initiated by Mariot Arbuthnot. As the funds for the in-
debted province -were unable to defray this expense, Hughes
was obliged to draw bills on the Lords of the Treasury and
requested Germain's recommendation for their payment. See
Hughes to Germain, No. 7, September 30, 1778: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/54, 120-121. Germain testily replied that, while
he realized that the actions of the Yankees had ''long been
a Matter of Complaint," he failed to comprehend how the
Nova Scotian treasury was unable to defray such a small
expense. Germain to Hughes, No. 3, November 4, 1778:
P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 123-126. Hughes quickly responded
that the provincial government operated under severe eco-
nomic handicaps. He pointed out that the principal
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By June of 1779 depredations had so turned some
Nova Scotians away from the American cause that, instead
of passively accepting British rule despite some rebel
sympathy, as had been the case in the past, they decided
upon positive steps of their own against America, both on
the local and provincial level. The pro-rebel town of
Liverpool typified the altered sentiment. This port had
long been recognized by both British and American officials
as a haven for escaped prisoners-of -war and a hotbed of
objects of taxation were the duties on shipping, beer,
wine, and spirituous liquors. With the arrival of Howe's
troops and squadrons of the Royal Navy in 1776, "the con-
sumption of Wines and Spirits was so considerable" that
the provincial debt had been greatly reduced. However,
during recent months those troops that remained in Halifax
had purchased their rum from a duty-free commissary. Con-
sequently, the total revenue for the year 1777-1778
scarcely exceeded £5,000, a decline of £1,800 from the
preceding year. With such a limited budget Hughes failed
to see how his convoy could continue to operate, especially
since the monthly expense of the Loyal Nova Scotian
amounted to a staggering £125. See Hughes to Germain, No.
11, February 27, 1779: P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 168-170.
Lord Germain remained unsympathetic to Hughes' plight. He
curtly informed the Lieutenant-Governor that the Lords of
the Treasury did not approve of drawing bills upon their
board for expenses incurred by the Loyal Nova Scotian .
Germain to Hughes, No. 5, May 3, 1779: P.R.O., CO.
217/54, 174-175. The House of Assembly had anticipated
this verdict; it had already retired the schooner, con-
ceding that "no provision had been made for continuing the
expense. ..." See Council Minutes, March 12, 1779:
P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 399-400.
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rebel intrigue. 3 Yet the town's citizens had suffered
grave losses to Yankees. So "pro -American" Liverpool
determined to act without waiting for assistance from the
House of Assembly. In the early autumn of 1779 residents
raised C300 for the purchasing of an armed vessel and
petitioned authorities for guns and ammunition. ^ Their
resolve to defend their property typified the shift in
political sentiment of many Nova Scotians.
The House of Assembly also reflected the changed
attitude in their determination to protect the coastal
communities. Lord George Germain and the Lords of the
Treasury had rejected Nova Scotian appeals for financial
aid, so members of the Assembly decided to raise the nec-
essary funds for defense. Proponents of strong defensive
measures succeeded in passing a bill which called for the
purchasing, fitting out and supporting of armed vessels to
patrol the coastal waters—*-€t>st was fixed at £5,000, a
^^As early as July 26, 1775 Simeon Perkins was
noting: "News comes that we have been represented to the
Government as a lawless and rebellious people, and the
plan is laid to annex this town to Lunenburg, and to
remove the Courts to Yarmouth." Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, pp. 97-98.
96Entry of October 6, 1779: Innis, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, p. 256.
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large sum for the impoverished province to raise. The
Assembly, however, provided for the fund by imposing
several new taxes, to affect residents and non-residents
of the colony. J • Since the government was anxious to tit
out the armed vessels as quickly as possible, the pro-
vincial treasurer invited Nova Scotians to lend him any
part of the needed £5,000. 98
97~They imposed an additional excise duty of 6d.
per gallon on all wines, rum and other distilled spirit-
uous liquors, and laid an additional tax on the tonnage
of vessels entering Halifax Harbor. Henceforth, those
vessels not owned in Nova Scotia were assessed at the rate
of 6d. per ton while vessels belonging to inhabitants of
the colony were taxed at the rate of 4d. per ton.
Coasters paid 6d. per ton in lieu of the old duty of £1
per year. The Assembly further imposed a new tax on lands.
See Journal and Votes of the House of Assembly, June 16,
1779: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 949-950.
98Nova Scotia Gazette, July 6, 1779. For further
details about this important piece of legislation, see
Journal and Votes of the House of Assembly, June 11-16,
1779: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 943-950; An Act to impower the
Province Treasurer to borrow a sum not exceeding £5,000,
June 28, 1779: P.R.O. , CO. 219/15, 69-72; Hughes to
Germain, No. 13, July 8, 1779: P.R.O., CO. 217/54, 184.
When Lord Germain learned of the action taken by the Nova
Scotia House of Assembly, he wrote Hughes: "The exertion
of the Assembly in raising so large a Sum as £5,000 is an
additional proof of their Zeal, and I hope the advantage
they may derive from it will fully compensate the burden
they have laid upon themselves.' 7 See Germain to Hughes,
No. 7, November 4, 1779: ibid . , 243-245.
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When the Assembly convened in June of 1779, mem-
bers pledged their loyalty to royal authority in a moving
address that bespoke the perils they now faced:
That when we consider the Security of our Liberty,
[and] our Property . . . under his Majesty's just
and mild Government [they proclaimed], and when our
Enemies strike at our very Existence, we cannot want
further motives to determine us at this Time of
public Emergency, to offer his Majesty every Testi-
mony in our Power, of a sincere Inclination to
defend and support his Majesty's Government in this
Province, as far as the infant State of this loyal
Colony can admit, or the Circumstances of its
Inhabitants can bear. 99
Privateers and pirates had done much to bring
about this new-found affection for the crown. They had
already shattered the fragile lines of communication
between isolated pockets of dissidents within Nova Scotia.
Now they had strengthened immensely the Friends of Gov-
ernment.
99journal and Votes of the House of Assembly,
June 15, 1779: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 949.
CHAPTER VI
THE EYE OF THE HURRICANE
While Nova Scotians desperately sought to arrest
the depredations of the Yankee intruders, far away in
Whitehall government officials were realizing the need for
acquiring a strategic post in Eastern Massachusetts which
would serve as a base of operations against privateers, a
bulwark of protection for Canada and Nova Scotia, and a
shelter for loyalist refugees. ^ Their attention focused
2
upon the Bagaduce peninsula, projecting from the northern
shores of Penobscot Bay and commanding all sea approaches
to that estuary. On June 17, 1779, at a time when the
Nova Scotian House of Assembly was passing emergency
LBoth the loyalists and William Knox, British
Undersecretary of State for the American Department, hoped
to establish a new British province, to be called New
Ireland, in that area east of the Kennebec River. See
John Allan to Jeremiah Powell [President of the Massachu-
setts Council], July 16, 1779: Documentary History , V. 16,
p. 364. Also see Brebner, Neutral Yankees
, pp. 328-329.
o
This peninsula was also called Biguyduce, Maja-
bagaduce, Majorbigwaduce and Majabiguaduce . It is the
present site of Castine, Maine, home of the Maine Mari-
time Academy.
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legislation to combat privateers, a British Expeditionary
Force consisting of six vessels and 750 men and commanded
by Brigadier-General Francis Maclean arrived at Penobscot
from Halifax. The resulting campaign for the peninsula
proved of utmost consequence in both the contest for Nova
Scotia and the struggle between Yankee privateers and
pirates and Nova Scotians.
The Penobscot Expedition
While Maclean T s men dug into the Bagaduce penin-
sula and began constructing a stronghold, named Fort
George in honor of the King, news of their arrival spread
3like wildfire throughout New England. Without consult-
ing Continental authorities, the Massachusetts government
took immediate steps to fit out an expeditionary force to
expel the redcoats before they became securely entrenched.^
Leadership of the expedition went to Brigadier-General
^Shortly after the British incursion, six men in
a whaleboat ventured from Falmouth to Penobscot, learned
of the English presence and sent a report flying to Bos-
ton. See Report of the Committee of Correspondence at
Falmouth to the Council and House of Representatives,
June 25, 1779: Documentary History , V. 16, pp. 306-307.
^•Report of the Committee of Both Houses, June 24,
1779: Documentary History , V. 16, p. 305.
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Solomon Lovell, commander of the Suffolk, Massachusetts
militia, with Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Revere taking charge
of the artillery train. ^ Commodore Dudley Saltonstall, a
well-known Continental navy officer from New London, Con-
necticut, received orders to command the fleet.
"
Raising a large naval force to dislodge the
British proved a formidable task for the men of Massachu-
setts. Many mariners showed considerable reluctance to
join an invasion fleet comprised almost entirely of Massa-
chusetts state vessels, and to take part in a campaign on
such short notice. To encourage them to partake in the
expedition, the Massachusetts government proclaimed that
it would not share directly or indirectly in any prizes
taken by the Yankee armada.'' When some New Englanders
still hesitated to participate, officials quickly ordered
Q
the impressment of both seamen and armed vessels.
^Resolves of the Council Chamber, July 1; July 12,
1779: Documentary History
, V. 16, pp. 318-319, 353-354.
^Resolve of the Council Chamber, July 1, 1779:
Documentary History
,
V. 16, p. 353.
^Massachusetts Resolve, July 3, 1779: Mass.
Archives, V. 223, 360.
gResolves of the Council Chamber, July 3, 1779:
Documentary History
, V. 16, pp. 372-374.
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On July 19, less than four weeks after Massachu-
setts authorities had first learned of Maclean T s presence,
a task force of forty transports and armed vessels sailed
from Boston Harbor. Three days later it anchored at Towns-
end (now Boothbay Harbor)
,
sixty miles below the Penobscot
gRiver. British commanders, who received intelligence of
1 0Yankee movements almost daily, redoubled their efforts
at Bagaduce. General Maclean ordered his troops, now
assisted by seamen and loyalists, to hasten their construc-
tion of Fort George. Captain Henry Mowat, the English
naval officer who had burned Falmouth in the autumn of
177 5 and who had more recently escorted the redcoats to
Penobscot, stationed his three sloops-of-war--the Albany
,
the Nautilus and the North - -across the narrow mouth of
1 9Bagaduce Harbor to bar the entrance of the Yankee fleet.
ySee entry of July 22: John Calef, The Siege of
Penobscot by the Rebels, containing a Journal of the Pro-
ceedings (London: G. Kearsley in Fleet-Street, 1781),
p. 3. Hereafter cited as entry of July 22: Calef T s
Journal
, p . 3
.
10See entries of July 18-22: Calef s Journal ,
pp. 1-3.
]
^Entry of July 21: Calef 's Journal , p. 3.
•^Entry of July 24: Calef T s Journal
, p. 4.
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He further ordered three transports to run afoul of any
American vessels attempting to penetrate the harbor. 13
During these continuing British preparations,
the New Englanders arrived off Penobscot. Late on the
afternoon of July 25 nine American vessels in three divi-
sions engaged the King's sloops while General Lovell
unsuccessfully attempted to establish a beachhead. After
a brief exchange of cannonade, which damaged only the rig-
ging of the British vessels, the Yankees ceased firing and
dropped anchor down the Bay.-^
On the following day, while the opposing fleets
again exchanged fire, 200 Americans landed on Nautilus
Island, situated in the middle of Penobscot Bay, ousted
twenty Royal marines and seized some British artillery
1 5pieces. Although action stagnated on July 27, the next
day American marines and militiamen, protected by a shroud
of fog and cannonade, landed on the peninsula. But they
soon found themselves unable to storm the fort. Confined
l^Entry of July 24: Calef's Journal
, p. 4.
l^Entry of July 25: Calef's Journal
, pp. 5-6.
1 5x
^Entry of July 26: Calef's Journal
, pp. 6-7.
154
to a narrow neck of land, the Yankees watched helplessly
as British and American warships battled furiously nearby.
During this engagement the new frigate Warren
,
Commodore
Sal tons tall ! s flagship, received considerable damage. Her
mainmast, forestay and gammoning took the brunt of the
enemy's fire. 16
During the next two weeks the American fleet
remained bewilderingly inactive: it dared only maneuver
about the mouth of the Penobscot River and sporadically
engage the British. Although Saltonstall possessed over-
whelming naval superiority, he refused to contest Mowat's
position at the entrance to the harbor. Admittedly, he
mistrusted many of his own captains, who showed little
inclination to partake in a full-scale assault. 17 If the
16Entry of July 28: Calef's Journal , pp. 8-10.
17See, for example, entry of August 13: Calef '
s
Journal
, pp. 19-21. However, the attitude of American
naval officers fluctuated greatly during the campaign.
At one time they actually petitioned Saltonstall for per-
mission to attack Mowat ' s force. See Petition to Commo-
dore Saltonstall, July 27, 1779: Mass. Archives, V. 145,
50. After the Penobscot campaign one of the American
participants declared that the rebel fleet could easily
have destroyed the British vessels without assistance
from the land forces. He was surprised that it failed to
do so. See Capt. Allen Hallet T s Statement, September 25,
1779: Documentary History , V. 17, p. 235.
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cautious Commodore had engaged the British naval force-
-
as General Lovell had constantly entreated- -the Yankees
could have seized Fort George. But so long as the British
warships remained in the harbor, they could pin down the
-10
American ground forces by a concentrated fire. 0
The more Saltonstall dallied, the more an anxious
General Lovell realized that the tide of battle moved
against him. The inhabitants of Penobscot, many of them
loyalists, responded coolly to his proclamation of July
29, which urged that they come over to the American side
and promised amnesty for those who did so.^ Both offi-
cers and enlisted men expressed growing concern over the
course of the campaign. 20 Each passing day brought
reports that British naval reinforcements from New York
l^See entry of July 28- Calef T s Journal
, pp. 9-10.
^Proclamation of Solomon Lovell, July 29, 1779:
Calef T s Journal
, pp. 31-35. When settlers failed to rally
to the Yankee standard, Lovell seized a number of loy-
alists and imprisoned them on board the American fleet.
See entry of August 7: ibid
. , p. 18.
^Lovell to Powell, August 13, 1779: Documentary
History , V. 17, p. 3.
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would soon appear on the horizon. ^
By August 11 Lovell had determined on the necessity
for immediate action if the New Englanders still hoped to
take the fort. He pleaded with Saltonstall:
I mean not to determine on your mode of attack; but
it appears to me so very practicable, that any
farther delay must be infamous; and I have it this
moment by a deserter from one of their ships, that
the moment you enter the harbour they will destroy
them. . . .22
Yet Saltonstall had dawdled too long. Before he
could commit his fleet to an all-out assault, Sir George
Collier appeared with naval reinforcements from Sandy
Hook. On August 14 his British squadron bore down on the
Americans, who in their fright had already evacuated their
positions on Bagaduce and Nautilus Island. Collier's war-
ships easily overwhelmed two Yankee vessels which attempted
to escape down the bay. The remaining American craft fled
up the Penobscot River pursued by the British fleet.
21See Lovell to Saltonstall, August 11, 1779:
Calef's Journal
, p. 37. George Washington himself felt
obliged to warn the Yankees of the possibility of British
reinforcements. See Washington to Powell, August 3, 1779:
Mass. Archives, V. 57, 311.
22Lovell to Saltonstall, August 11, 1779: Calef's
Journal
, p . 36
.
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Collier captured some of the Yankee transports. Those he
did not went to the bottom anyway, scuttled and burned by
their own crews, who then fled inland to safety
.
Once again inadequate communications and the Royal
Navy had figured prominently in a shattering downeast
defeat for the Yankees. Throughout the Penobscot campaign
General Lovell had hesitated to pit his undisciplined pri-
vateers and militiamen against 750 seasoned British reg-
ulars. Moreover, the American commander could raise at
the most only 950 soldiers while Maclean could rely upon
an extra 300 men from Mowat's squadron.^ So desperate
was Lovell for reinforcements that he had at one time
demanded that Machias send its militia to Bagaduce. But
23"sir George Collier's Account," London Gazette
,
Extraordinary Edition, September 24, 1779 and entry of
August 14, 1779: Calef's Journal
, pp. 21-24 give colorful
accounts of the Battle of Penobscot. Following the
American debacle, the Massachusetts General Court
appointed a committee to probe the causes of the failure
of the expedition. It unanimously absolved Lovell of
responsibility for the disaster but found Saltonstall
lacking in "proper spirit and energy." The Commodore was
held to be incompetent "ever after" to hold a government
office or state commission. See Report of the Committee
on the Penobscot Expedition, October 7, 1779: Documentary
History , V. 17, pp. 358-360.
2 4-Lovell to Powell, August 13, 1779: Mass.
Archives, V. 57, 323.
158
Colonel Allan had refused to comply with this order
because British warships lurking in nearby Passamaquoddy
threatened his outpost.
Since 250 miles of roadless wilderness separated
Boston from Bagaduce, New England authorities had failed
to grasp immediately the seriousness of Lovell 's situa-
tion. Only on August 8, after several American transports
had brought urgent requests for troop reinforcements, did
Yankee officials determine to reinforce Lovell with the
regiment of Colonel Henry Jackson. 2 ° Poor roads, however,
delayed these auxiliaries in their march from Western
Massachusetts to the capital.^- 7 Consequently, they did
not sail from Boston until August 14, the same day that
25Report of J. H. Allan, September 10, 1779:
Documentary History , V. 17, p. 105.
-^Council Chamber to Lovell, August 10, 1779:
Documentary History , V. 16, pp. 443-444. Also see Council
Chamber to Gen. Horatio Gates, August 8, 1779: ibid .
,
p. 437.
27Jackson to Powell, August 11, 1779: Documentary
History , V. 16, p. 449.
159
Sir George Collier scattered the American fleet at Bag-
aduce . -°
Inaccurate reports prevented the Massachusetts
government from realizing immediately the extent of the
rebel defeat. Hoping that Lovell might be able to regroup
his battered forces and make a stand, officials continued
to dispatch provision vessels to Eastern Massachusetts.
But the threat of British warships and loyalist privateers
cruising in the Gulf of Maine remained a serious obstacle.
Detailed instructions from the Massachusetts War Office
28C ouncil Chamber to Lovell, August 14, 1779:
Documentary History , V. 16, p. 465. Fear of British
squadrons patrolling the New England coastline further
retarded the reinforcements. From Providence Sam Adams
warned Jeremiah Powell that British warships were lurk-
ing in downeast waters. If a superior enemy force should
attack the vessels transporting Jackson and his men,
Adams concluded, the naval commanders should give the
reinforcements every opportunity to escape. Letter of
August 11, 1779: ibid
. , p. 451. The Massachusetts gov-
ernment had instructed Col. Jackson to allow a spy boat
to precede his task force in order to seek out both Gen.
Lovell and British men-of-war. When contrary winds pre-
vented Jackson from dispatching the spy boat, he was
forced to reduce his speed and send a messenger on a
difficult overland route to find Lovell. See Jackson to
Powell, August 19, 1779: ibid . , V. 17, pp. 24-25. The
relief force did not learn of the American disaster at
Bagaduce until August 18. They then retired to Ports-
mouth. See Rev. John Murray to Powell, August 21, 1779:
ibid
.
, pp. 43-44.
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for avoiding enemy craft further slowed down attempts by
the provision vessels to locate Lovell's retreating
troops
.
The Yankee debacle at Penobscot, the greatest
American naval defeat of the Revolution, was a crushing
blow for downeast dissidents who had plotted to spread
the war to Nova Scotia. In one stroke Great Britain had
secured a sanctuary for displaced Tories and terminated
the threat of another American incursion into either Can-
ada or Nova Scotia. But the rebel rout at Bagaduce had
another important result: it gave the hard-pressed Nova
Scotians a ten-month respite from the depredations of the
privateers
.
^
^Typical of these instructions were those given
to Capt. John Kilburne, master of the sloop Fancy , who was
to search for and deliver supplies to Gen. Lovell:
TTYou are to keep a vigilent Look out that you fall
not into the Hands of the Enemys Ships of War or
Privateers and are to Coast along shore the whole
way that you may upon occasion make a safe Harbour
for which purpose we have furnished you with a Fiiot
who is well acquainted with every River & Creek in
that Country."
The War Office concluded: "we earnestly recommend a
strict attention to these your orders." See War Office to
Kilburne, August 21, 1779: Documentary History , V. 17,
pp. 40-41.
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A Breathing Spell
Between June of 1779 and May of 1780 privateering
activities along the Nova Scotian coast declined markedly
30for a variety of reasons. In the first place, all avail-
able armed vessels and mariners in Massachusetts had been
impressed into the Penobscot fleet. The Bay State, which
hitherto had sent the most Yankee privateers into Nova
3^Many observers noted this decline. Rev. Jacob
Bailey, the loyalist missionary who sailed across the Bay
of Fundy to Nova Scotia in the summer of 1779, was relieved
that no privateers appeared to apprehend him. Several
Nova Scotian vessels, however, mistook his shallop for a
Yankee picaroon and fled as he approached them. Entry of
June 19, 1779: Rev. Jacob Bailey, The Frontier Mission-
ary
,
notes and appendix by William S. Bartlet (New York:
Stanford and Swords, 1853), pp. 149-150. Hereafter cited
as entry of June 19, 1779: Frontier Missionary
, pp. 149-
150. Capt. Henry Mowat declared that, after the rebel
defeat at Bagaduce, the trade and transports along the
Nova Scotian coast enjoyed unusual security. See "Captain
Henry Mowat T s Account," The Magazine of History , Extra
Edition, III, No. 11 (1910), p. 341. A loyalist newspaper
in New York boasted in January of 1780 that the spirit of
Yankee privateering had declined greatly and the adven-
turers had taken few prizes in recent weeks. Reprinted in
the Boston Gazette , February 7, 1780. While privateering
in Nova Scotian waters did lessen after the Penobscot
defeat, it by no means ceased. For some accounts of pri-
vateering during 1779-1780, see Providence Gazette ,
September 18, 1779; Nova Scotia Gazette , November 9, 1779;
Boston Gazette , December 13, 1779; entry of November 20,
1779: Innis, ed., Perkins Diary
,
p. 264. Indeed, Yankees
operating from Machias remained troublesome enough for
Col. Allan to comment again on their atrocious conduct.
Instructions of Col. Allan, October 27, 1779: Documentary
History , V. 17, p. 412.
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Scotian waters, had laid down a forty-day embargo on the
employment of seamen on vessels other than those destined
for Bagaduce. 31 Armed vessels, which had only recently
preyed upon Nova Scotian shipping, had received strict
orders to escort Yankee transports to Penobscot. 32
Secondly, at Penobscot itself, Massachusetts lost a stag-
gering number of commissioned armed vessels, virtually its
^^Massachusetts Resolve, July 3, 1779: Mass.
Archives, V. 223 , 360. Just how anxious Massachusetts
authorities were to draft all available mariners for the
Penobscot expedition can be seen from the impressment
warrants issued by them. A typical warrant gave officials
the right 1T to enter on board & search any Ship or Vessel
or to break open & search any Dwelling House or other
Building in which you shall suspect . . . Seamen or Mari-
ners to be concealed." See Warrant to Impress Seamen,
July 3, 1779: Documentary History , V. 16, pp. 372-373.
32one such privateer was the armed brig Active .
In June of 1779 she had seized the sloop Alexander , bound
from Grenada to Halifax and laden with a valuable cargo.
Arriving in port with her prize, she received instructions
to convoy transports to Eastern Massachusetts and inter-
cept British vessels going to Penobscot. Only after these
tasks had been completed could the Active return to
harassing trading vessels bound to Halifax or New York.
See Notice of Libels, Boston Gazette , August 9, 1779;
Lloyd's Evening Post , October 4-6, 1779; War Office to
Capt. Allen Hallet, July 7, 1779: Documentary History,
V. 16, pp. 331-333; Capt. Allen Hallet's Statement,
September 25, 1779: ibid . , V. 17, p. 233.
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entire navy, including fifteen of its finest privateers . -*J
After such a severe setback many New Englanders were
either unable or unwilling to risk further possible losses
by fitting out new vessels immediately.-^ Thirdly, those
mariners who did challenge fate by continuing their pri-
vateering activities found the season working against them.
The Penobscot campaign reached its disastrous conclusion
in mid-August. When September arrived, it brought with it
tempestuous weather and stormy seas. Many privateers
refused to put out to sea during the long winter months. 3
5
33john Calef , the Penobscot loyalist, listed
thirty-seven Yankee vessels lost at Bagaduce; of these,
nine were commissioned Massachusetts privateers. But
Calef neglected to mention the following Massachusetts
privateers, also forfeited at Bagaduce: the sloops R.over
and Springbird
, the brigs Defence and Nancy , and the
schooners Hannah and Charming Sally . See Allen, Mass-
achusetts Privateers
,
passim .
34The men of Massachusetts were not alone in their
desire to avoid the Nova Scotian coast in the period after
Penobscot. For example, instructions to a New Hampshire
privateer in September 1780 recommended :Tyour giving a
good birth to the Nova Scotia Shore.' 1 See Thomas Martin
and George Wentworth to Capt. Thomas Manning, September
18, 1780: Miscellaneous Snipping Papers, New Hampshire
Historical Society, Concord.
3-^As is evidenced by the greatly-reduced Notices
of Libels appearing in New England newspapers between
November 1779 and April 1780. That privateering declined
during the winter months of 1779-1780 can also be seen
from an examination of the number of privateers' com-
missions and letters of marque issued by Massachusetts
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Finally, those who did, often discovered to their sur-
prise that British patrols, loyalist privateers and Nova
Scotian militiamen had increased their vigilance.
Welcoming the decline in harassment, Nova Scotians
could resume more normal activities. The Halifax Council
found itself free to deal with matters unrelated to
defense. Simeon Perkins and his friends busied
during this time. While Yankee officials issued over 200
commissions between January 1 and October 31, 1779, they
issued only about sixty licenses between November 1, 1779
and April 1, 1780. These numbers can be obtained by add-
ing up those commissions listed by month and year of
issuance in Allen, Massachusetts Privateers
,
passim . It
should be stressed that the numbers are approximate.
-^During this period Nova Scotians fitted out pri-
vateers to defend themselves against further Yankee
attacks. See Council Minutes, October 14, 1779: P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/55, 18-20; Hughes to Germain, No. 25, November
19, 1779: ibid . , 3; License for the Armed Brig Insulter ,
November 11, 1779: P.A.N.S., V. 176. Some Nova Scotians
turned the tables on the New Englanders by seizing large
numbers of rebel coasters off Eastern Massachusetts.
See, e.g., Boston Gazette , October 23, 1780. By 1781
their depredations had become so intense that the Mass-
achusetts General Court, in an ironic reversal of affairs,
found itself condemning the "worthless banditti" who
ravaged their shores. Resolve of the Massachusetts Gen-
eral Court, March 2, 1781: Mass. Archives, V. 231, 415.
Yankee privateers who managed to elude loyalist vessels
during the period 1779-1780 still had to deal with Brit-
ish squadrons, which sometimes took their prizes to
Newfoundland. See, e.g., N ova Scotia Gazette , August 24,
1779.
"^'See, for example, Council Minutes, October 4,
1779: P.R.O. , CO. 217/55, 21.
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themselves with matters not concerned with privateering. -^8
Provision vessels from the British Isles, having hitherto
encountered an iron ring of privateers surrounding Halifax
Harbor, could now enter the Nova Scotian capital with
39little Yankee interference. Those enterprising settlers
who determined to brave the rough seas in order to pur-
chase provisions found themselves able to sail from one
Nova Scotian port to another in relative safety.
^
38por example, see entries of February 1; 7; 17;
18, 1780: Innis, ed. , Perkins Diary
, pp. 272-274.
39
•^ According to incomplete records kept in Halifax,
four vessels arrived in the Nova Scotian capital from the
British Isles between January 1 and July 1, 1779. During
the second half of 1779, however, the number of vessels
entering Halifax from the British Isles increased three-
fold. This information can be ascertained from a list of
900 names of vessels that entered the Nova Scotian capital
from July 4, 1778 to November 15, 1781. The list is
available in P.A.N.S., V. 178 but reprinted in Report of
the Board of Trustees of the Public Archives of Nova
Scotia ended 30 November 1936 (Halifax, 1937). Hereafter
cited as "900 names": Report, 1936 , P.A.N.S. It should
be stressed that this list is incomplete and the possi-
bility exists that more vessels entered Halifax than are
given.
^During the two months preceding the American
assault on Bagaduce (May 19--July 19, 1779) sixteen ves-
sels arrived in Halifax from Lunenburg. However, during
the three months that followed the rebel debacle (August
17
--November 13) twenty-six vessels entered the Nova
Scotian capital from Lunenburg. This information is of
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As privateering and piracy in Nova Scotian waters
declined, revolutionary sentiment, which the costly depre-
dations of 1777-1779 had greatly dampened, showed signs of
reviving. Although the raiders' outrageous tactics had
brought widespread anxiety and economic grievances to Nova
Scotia, some settlers were even yet willing to renew their
bonds with the rebellious Yankees if they ceased their
despoliations
.
Few refugees felt the sting of a rekindled repub-
licanism more than the Tory missionary Jacob Bailey, who
sought shelter in the fourteenth colony during the summer
of 1779. Although he was heartened by the warm reception
he received in Halifax, Bailey soon discovered that the
backwoods of the province still held American sympathizers.
Forced to refuse invitations to preach in Cumberland and
Sunbury counties because settlers there remained "disposed
to revolt," he accepted a missionary post at Cornwallis,
a tiny community tucked away near the Minas Basin.^ He
interest when one considers that during the autumn months
many Nova Scotian mariners, like their Yankee counterparts,
put out to sea as little as possible. See "900 names":
Report, 1936
,
P.A.N.S., passim .
^1-Entry of October 5, 1779: Frontier Missionary
,
p. 174.
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was shocked to discover that some pioneers here also
espoused Whig sentiments. Apparently these diehard
dissidents had been forewarned of their minister T s poli-
tical beliefs: none assisted him in moving his luggage,
^
and the distressed Bailey soon confessed that they had
formed "a secret aversion" toward him.^ The sentiments
of Cornwallis, Bailey believed, reflected accurately the
feelings of the backwoodsmen elsewhere, so that
a refugee cannot venture among them with safety, for
he would be in perpetual danger of being either
seized by privateers from New England or else being
basely betrayed by the inhabitants who are mostly
from New England and thoroughly attached ... to
their cruel and inglorious principles . 45
Defeat of American and French forces upon various
battlefields had failed to shake these diehards, and
indeed had often worked the reverse by entrenching their
4- 2See Bailey to John Jones, February 8, 1780:
Bailey Papers, V. 13, Letter II.
^Bailey to Capt. Charles Callahan, October 30,
1779: Bailey Papers, V. 13, Letter XXXIV.
^Bailey to Rev. John Breynton, December 14, 1779:
Bailey Papers, V. 13, Letter XXI.
^ 5Bailey to
,
November 26, 1780: Bailey
Papers, V. 1, G.A. #9.
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republicanism even more strongly. On one occasion, after
a French naval defeat, the scandalized Bailey reported
that
multitudes in these regions of Whiggism are ready
to expire with vexation and chagrin- -their counte-
nances are as gloomy as the climate, and the success
of his Majesties forces has provoked many to dis-
charge their black venom in reeking streams. I heard
a lady last evening declare before Capt. Campbell,
that she wished and prayed for the arrival of the
french to conquer this province--she is wife to a
justice and half pay officer--oh, the impudence,
the ingratitude, and malice, the nonsense of repub-
lican radicals . 4-6
^^Bailey to William Simmons, February 4, 1780:
Bailey Papers, V. 13, Letter XXXIII. Rev. Bailey was a
man of strong political beliefs, and he undoubtedly
exaggerated the expressions of republican sentiment in
Nova Scotia during 1779 and 1780. However, he was not
alone in voicing fears about his neighbors. Lt.-Gov.
Hughes, for example, reflected in the autumn of 1779 that
many of his militiamen were TT of very doubtful Principles,
towards the Kings Cause & Interests." See Hughes to Ger-
main, No. 20, November 21, 1779: P.R.O. , CO. 217/55, 1.
Such evidence adequately challenges the interpretation
put forward by W. A. Calnek in his History of the County
of Annapolis
,
edited and completed by A. W. Savary
(Toronto: William Briggs
,
1897), p. 162. Hereafter cited
as Calnek, Annapolis County
,
p. 162. Calnek argued that
the "Acts for the Pacification of America," passed by the
British Parliament on 'February 17, 1778, "checked any
murmurs of disaffection in Nova Scotia," by conceding to
the North American colonies everything that they had
asked for before the commencement of hostilities. This
act, Calnek concluded, "made any attempt at separation
on
. . . [Nova Scotia's] part as unjustifiable as it would
be to-day. ..." While it is true that his far-reaching
legislation won some supporters for the crown in Nova
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Fortunately for the crown, such invective repre-
sented a last outburst of expiring radicalism, not the
rebirth of a revolutionary movement, in Nova Scotia.
Embittered Yankee mariners would soon reduce even these
protestations of rebel sympathy to a hollow echo.
Vengeance: Yankee Reaction to
the Penobscot Defeat
Nova Scotians may have breathed more freely after
Penobscot. Massachusetts Yankees did not. At Penobscot
they had wasted a fleet and a fortune in an enterprise
whose only result was failure to dislodge the British from
a military base within striking distance of Boston. 1^ A
feeling of deep shame pervaded the Bay State. Colonel
John Allan summed up the attitude when he spoke of his
"feeling of mortification for the Disgrace Brought on the
Scotia, an examination of such sources as the Bailey
Papers shows that it failed to check the "murmurs" in that
colony
.
^The expedition had placed Massachusetts deeply
in debt. Expenses for the operation ran over £1,000,000.
See List of Debts due in the Naval Department, September
16, 1779: Documen tary History , V. 17, pp. 140-141. In
February 1781 Congress voted $2,000,000 to reimburse
partially the Yankee colony. Ibid
. , pp. 195-198.
170
Arms of Our Country" by the rebels' flight from Baga-
duce .
^
The Yankees who remained most aware of the conse-
quences of their disaster were the inhabitants of Eastern
Massachusetts. The continuing presence of British mili-
tary units at Bagaduce resulted in an exodus of many
patriots reminiscent of that of the Chignecto and Sunbury
militants in 1777. Forced to leave behind all their
worldly belongings, the Penobscot refugees trekked through
desolate woods to the Kennebec River, begging for food as
they went.^ Those republicans who remained in British-
controlled Bagaduce suffered even greater distresses.
They found themselves conscripted to construct military
posts for the redcoats, freely insulted by the loyalists
and almost totally lacking in supplies. 50 Moreover, the
48Report of J. H. Allan, September 10, 1779:
Documentary History , V. 17, pp. 108-109. Allan added that
the debacle had "given a Wound" to his attempts to win
the Indians
.
^See, for instance, Petition of the Inhabitants
of Penobscot River, September 6, 1779: Documentary His-
tory , V. 17, pp. 88-89.
-^Whenever Yankee vessels attempted to venture out
of downeast harbors in search of provisions, British war-
shiDS promptly seized them. See Petition of the Inhabi-
tants of Lincoln, October 1, 1779: Documentary History ,
V. 17, pp. 333-338.
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English now commanded the downeast lumber industry, which
for years had been the principal means of republican
support. Ji
In spite of their great physical hardships, the
dissidents clung tenaciously to their political beliefs.
But British control of the seas prevented the unrepentant
coastal communities from establishing effective communica-
tions with one another. Whenever the redcoats at Baga-
duce received intelligence of Colonel Allan's or his
Machias followers' attempts to stir up trouble in one of
the scattered settlements, they quickly dispatched armed
vessels to the threatened shore towns.
3iSee Petition of the Inhabitants of Lincoln,
October 1, 1779: Documentary History , V. 17, pp. 333-338.
-^For example, after Col. Allan had journeyed to
Frenchman's Bay in February 1781 and received pledges from
the inhabitants "to do their Utmost to oppose" the crown,
the British sent the armed ship Allegiance to destroy the
rebels' homes in that community. See Report of Col.
Allan's Journey to Frenchman's Bay, March 17, 1781: Mili-
tary Operations
, pp. 288-291. British control of Penob-
scot also rendered effective communication between downeast
settlers and their Indian allies impossible. Whenever
the English received reports of an American visit to the
Indians, they sent armed vessels to bribe and threaten
them. See Avery to Powell, June 4, 1780: Mass. Archives,
V. 146, 161; Military Operations , p. 278n.
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As painful to the Machias militants as their
physical hardships and British sorties was the realiza-
tion that they had lost all hope of bringing Nova Scotia
into the American union. From 1779 until the end of the
Revolution they feared that the Kennebec rather than the
Missaguash or the Saint John would become the river bound-
ary of the northeastern United States. 53
The Penobscot defeat with the consequent suffer-
ing of downeast republicans and the fear of much of East-
ern Massachusetts remaining within the British Empire
brought a sharp change in the relations between Massachu-
setts and Nova Scotia. Sullen Yankees began to wonder if
wartime visitors from the fourteenth colony were not in
reality British spies. The Massachusetts General Court
passed a resolution forbidding the issuance of safe-
conduct passes to Nova Scotians who had previously traded
^See Harvey, "Machias and the Invasion," p. 28.
On July 16, 1779 an anxious John Allan reported to
Jeremiah Powell that he had learned of "the intentions of
the British Government . . . they Expect to be Compelled
to declare the Independency of the Thirteen States, but
determine to keep Canada & Nova Scotia, & By this to
Extend their Line of Territorys to Kennebec River." See
Documentary History , V. 16, p. 364.
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with the New England colony. ^ Yankee mariners who had
previously welcomed Nova Scotians entering Boston Harbor
now seized their vessels. J
Throughout the period 1779-1780 determined Yan-
kees took a number of steps to regain the offensive. They
demanded arms and ammunition for Machias and other rebel
outposts; requested armed vessels to cruise along the
coast of Eastern Massachusetts; and occasionally conducted
56forays against Bagaduce.
The resolve referred specifically to those Nova
Scotians who had traded with Massachusetts under the pre-
text that they were rebel sympathizers planning to relocate
there. See Resolve of the Massachusetts General Court,
May 5, 1780: Mass. Archives, V. 228, 12. Following the
Penobscot defeat, Col. Allan frequently denounced the
toleration shown settlers sailing between Eastern Massa-
chusetts and Western Nova Scotia. See Allan to Powell,
October 20, 1779: Military Operations
, p. 270; Instruc-
tions of Col. Allan, October 27, 1779: Documentary
History
, V. 17, p. 412.
example, New Englanders seized the Nova Sco-
tian schooner Beaver while she was on a trading voyage to
Boston and threw her master in jail. See Boston Gazette
,
April 2, 1781.
-^See, for example, letter of John Preble, Octo-
ber 7, 1779: Documentary History , V. 17, pp. 363-364;
Petition of the Inhabitants of Lincoln, October 1, 1779:
ibid
. , pp. 333-338; Boston Gazette , July 10, 1780.
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The decline in privateering which followed the
Penobscot expedition proved to be the calm which pre-
ceded the storm as well as the calm which followed the
storm. By the spring of 1780 New Englanders, reflecting
the new mood of bitterness and frustration, again were
fitting out to harass the Nova Scotian trade. Many who
would now prowl the Bay of Fundy during the last years of
the war had either marched with Jonathan Eddy to Fort Cum-
berland or fled with Dudley Saltonstall from Bagaduce
.
They had experienced stinging defeat upon the battlefield,
and their families had suffered indignities at the hands
of the redcoats. Now they would seek revenge. They cast
angry eyes upon the agents of the crown in the fourteenth
colony! ^8
^Some Yankee marauders were former Nova Scotians
who had besieged Fort Cumberland in November 1776. The
Notice of Libels in the Boston Gazette , December 30, 1782,
reported captures by two former Chignecto settlers,
Zebulon Rowe and Elijah Ayers.
^Newspaper accounts kept the spirit of retribu-
tion alive during the last years of the war. For example,
the Boston Gazette reported in its January 7, 1782 issue:
"The Americans on board the prison-ships in Halifax
yet experience the most indelicate and inhuman usage;
officers and men are thrown indiscriminately together,
and have no indulgencies of a luxurious island or
town to ramble in, as the Britons have here. Retal-
iation is indisputably necessary to convince the
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obdurate and dastardly British, that we are not
insensible of this vile behavior, nor wanting in
energy to chastise them! TT
Also see New Hampshire Gazette
,
September 18; October 12,
1779.
CHAPTER VII
RENEWED ASSAULTS
By the summer of 1780 royal authorities had come
to feel that the British victory at Penobscot, which had
resulted in a temporary decline in Yankee privateering
and the establishment of the British colony of Bagaduce,
had placed Nova Scotia beyond the grasp of the rebels once
and for all. Lord George Germain undoubtedly expressed
the view of most administrators when he informed Lieu-
tenant-Governor Richard Hughes in July 1780 that British
control of Bagaduce had resulted in "effectual Protection
to Nova Scotia against the New England Rebels. ,TX
The British Secretary of State's analysis of the
downeast military situation proved correct only in so far
as it concerned Yankee ability to launch another invasion.
But British possession of the base at Penobscot provided
little protection against privateers. Indeed, beginning
1Germain to Hughes, No. 10, July 7, 1780: P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/55, 171-172.
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in the spring of 17 80 the New Englanders once again
appeared in full force off the Nova Scotian coast. At
the same time that Germain reassured the Nova Scotian
government of its safety, privateers operating in the Gulf
of Saint Lawrence scored one of their greatest successes
of the war. During the summer they overtook and seized
the larger part of a fleet of thirty-eight provision ves-
sels bound from the British Isles to Canada, a fleet
escorted by only a light convoy from a Royal Navy made
overconfident by the British counters troke at Bagaduce.
This engagement in the Saint Lawrence Gulf, trumpeted the
New Hampshire Gazette
,
represented "the most important
2blow to British trade since the commencement of the war."
It also provided unhappy Nova Scotians with a glimpse of
the storm which awaited them.
Yankee Resilience
Throughout the years 1780-1781 the seamen of
Massachusetts fitted out large numbers of armed craft,
many of which soon appeared in the choppy waters off Nova
Issue of August 10, 1780.
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Scotia. They quickly swept from the high seas many ves-
sels bound to and from the coastal communities . 4- When
their thirst remained unquenched, they fell upon those
small vessels that sought shelter in town harbors , rivers
^Throughout the Revolution Massachusetts fitted
out the greatest number of Yankee privateers. In 1775
the Bay State granted about 20 privateering commissions
and letters of marque. Thereafter the number of licenses
issued rose dramatically, with the greatest number coming
in the period 1780-1782. In 1776 approximately 100 com-
missions were granted; in 1777, 145; in 1778, 170; in 1779,
265; in 1780, 225; in 1781, 300; in 1782, 290; in 1783, 30.
See Allen, Massachusetts Privateers
,
passim .
^"Between the spring of 1780 and the autumn of 1781
Yankee privateers seized a large number of vessels employed
on long voyages, such as those bound from the British
Isles to Nova Scotia. One such vessel captured during
this period was the brig Adventure , taken by the Massachu-
setts frigate Deane while bound from London to Halifax and
laden with dry goods and cordage. See Lloyd's Evening
Post
,
August 28-30, 1780. The New Englanders also over-
whelmed many vessels sailing between Nova Scotia and those
Tory outposts which still dotted the North American coast-
line. E.g., a Massachusetts privateer seized the sloop
Hope while she was bound from New York City to Halifax and
laden with salt, wheat and barrelled pork. Ibid . Pro-
vision vessels sailing between Nova Scotia and the new
British colony of New Ireland also provided the Yankees
with many prizes. A typical capture from Bagaduce was a
schooner loaded with fish and seized by the rebels as she
sailed for Halifax. See Boston Gazette , August 13, 1781.
Finally, the Americans overwhelmed many vessels sailing
between Nova Scotian ports or engaged in an illicit trade
with New England. Often these craft carried a lucrative
freight. E.g., a schooner seized by the privateer Resolu -
tion while bound from Halifax to Lunenburg proved to be
laden with 200 bushels of potatoes, eighty bushels of
oats, and supplies of flour, tar and hay. See ibid . , May
1, 1780.
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and inlets, daring on occasion even to cut out craft
supposedly secure in well-fortified Halifax Harbor.-*
Few Nova Scotian ports, regardless of their geo-
graphic remoteness, proved safe from the intruders, who
seemed to be everywhere at once. On one occasion they
might brave the guns of Fort Cumberland by seizing a
vessel within sight of that garrison. Another time they
might brazenly station spies at stragetic points on Cape
Breton to signal them when provision vessels entered the
Strait of Canso.^ Still again they might sweep the ports
^One time the Yankees seized a schooner in Hali-
fax Harbor and threatened to kill her master unless he
accompanied them to New England. The Nova Scotian, pro-
testing that he was a true friend of American liberty,
submitted to the demand. After the party reached the
coast of Eastern Massachusetts, the seamen ungratefully
stripped the master of all his clothing and cast him
ashore. See Petition of William Greenwood, April 1780:
Mass. Archives, V. 225, 219-220; Lloyd's Evening Post
,
August 28-30, 1780.
^See, e.g., Petition of Samuel Sharp, December
11, 1780: Mass. Archives, V. 177, 291.
?Wal ter Patterson to Lord George Germain, Sep-
tember 15, 1780: P.R.O., CO. 226/7, 76-79. In this
same dispatch, Patterson, who was Governor of Saint John's
Island, requested the stationing of armed vessels in the
Strait of Canso and sharply criticized Admiral Mariot
Arbuthnot for his failure to provide adequate naval pro-
tection.
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of the South Shore, seizing loyalist privateers as well
• • i 8as provision vessels.
Nova Scotians, staggering under this incessant
pounding, again determined to defend themselves. Officers
were sanctioned to improve yet more highways so that the
overworked militia could hasten to the threatened shores. 9
Provincial authorities won from Lord George Germain
permission to station additional armed vessels in the Bay
1 0
of Fundy. Engineers hastened their construction of
blockhouses and barracks throughout the province.^ In
July of 1781 the House of Assembly, alarmed by the con-
tinuing presence of Yankees who dared even to occupy pro-
vincial forts and outposts near Fundy Bay and the Minas
°0n one occasion, when a loyalist privateer
entered Liverpool Harbor and her captain and crew dis-
embarked to recruit seamen, three rebels, imprisoned on
board, slipped the vessel's cable and took their prize
to Marblehead. See Boston Gazette , April 9, 1781.
9Council Minutes, July 17, 1780: P.R.O., C.O.
217/55, 59.
10Germain to Hughes, No. 10, July 7, 1780:
P.R.0 o , C.O. 217/55, 171-172.
^-Council in General Assembly, November 1, 1780:
P.R.O., C.O. 220/1, 723-725; Council Minutes, March 12,
1781: ibid . , 455-456.
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Basin, passed an act for the better regulation of the
militia. This measure authorized the stationing of mili-
tiamen in previously-abandoned strongholds and the fur-
nishing of proper arms, ammunition and vessels of pursuit
1
°
for the defenders of the ravaged coast.
Had provincial authorities channelled their lim-
ited resources into a single defense policy, such as the
fitting out of small armed schooners capable of following
privateers into coastal waters, they might have met with
more naval successes.^ But they wasted time and effort
by initiating one defense measure and then frantically
shifting to yet another. Officials frequently retired
small armed vessels which had been used to patrol coastal
waters while adopting other, more costly measures. More-
l^journal and Notes of the House of Assembly,
June 16--June 20, 1781: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 996-999;
An Act for the Better Regulation of the Militia ... in
Time of War, July 5, 1781: P.R.O., CO. 219/16, 9-10;
Nova Scotia Gazette
,
July 10, 1781.
•^The British did, it should be noted, manage to
overwhelm a substantial number of New England privateers.
See, for example, Nova Scotia Gazette
,
September 11;
November 6; November 27; December 4, 1781; New Hampshire
Gazette, August 6, 1781; extract of a letter from Spanish
River, August 12, 1781: Lloyd's Evening Post , October
8-10, 1781; Hammond to Germain, No. 3, November 25, 1781:
P.R.O., CO. 217/55, 192-193.
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over, British warships on the Halifax station often left
for missions elsewhere. Convoy duty necessitated their
sailing down the Atlantic coast. The militia then found
itself unable to furnish effective protection against the
horde of attacking Yankees. Consequently, the intruders
felt so sure of their position that they determined in the
spring of 1781 to reduce the province through despolia-
tions.^ Where invasion had failed, massive privateering
and piracy might succeed.
In the months that followed, New Englanders
inflicted a whirlwind of destruction upon their former
friends. Protected by a shroud of thick white fog, they
eagerly seized all shipping within their reach, proving
especially adept at overwhelming fishermen and vessels
travelling from one Nova Scotian port to another.
Several of the raids during the difficult years
1780-1781 showed both audacity and cunning. On one
i ~l
'A frightened Simeon Perkins reported hearing at
this time that "a Number of [Boston] Privateers are fit-
ting out & . . . they have orders to Destroy this Shore.
. .
." See entry of April 21, 1781: Simeon Perkins, The
Diary of Simeon Perkins, 1780-1789 , ed. by D . C. Harvey,
with notes by C . B. Fergus son (Toronto: The Champlain
Society, 1958), p. 74. Hereafter cited as entry of April
21, 1781: Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary , p. 74.
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occasion two schooners commanded by Captain Benjamin Cole
of Salem ventured into Liverpool Harbor. Their crews
quickly seized the town fort, taking with them several
terrified hostages. When some Liverpool militiamen man-
aged in their turn to capture Captain Cole, he suggested
a truce and exchange of prisoners. After some hours of
heated debate, during which time the Yankees demanded "the
King's Stores, Arms, and Ammunition," the men of Liverpool
released Cole, and the adventurers withdrew.^ On another
occasion Captain Amos Potter of the Massachusetts priva-
teer Resolution
,
having already seized off the Nova Sco-
tian coast a schooner laden with dry goods, happened upon
a large English ship near Halifax Harbor. When its cap-
tain mistook the Resolution for a friend, Potter decided
to catch another prize. The two vessels were close enough
together that the opposing commanders could converse with
one another, and when the British captain invited Potter
on board his vessel to share a drink, the latter readily
accepted. Later the Briton offered Potter the hospitality
^"Thus," wrote a relieved Simeon Perkins, "ended
the Dubious & Difficult Affair." See entry of September
13, 1780: Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary
, pp. 41-43.
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of his ship for the evening. The American agreed and
whispered to his men to prepare for action, hoping to
overwhelm his host by surprise. Unfortunately for the
privateer smen, the English boatswain coming to pick up
Potter overheard him. He kept his information to himself
until both he and Potter returned to the English ship and
then exclaimed: "A traitor!" In the ensuing engagement
the British vessel escaped, carrying with her the startled
Potter. 16
The capture of Amos Potter soon resulted in one of
the most daring and dramatic raids upon Nova Scotia during
these difficult years. The crew of the Resolution , infu-
riated over their chief's seizure, determined to avenge
the humiliation by attacking a coastal community and seiz-
ing some of its prominent loyalists to barter for Potter's
freedom. Accordingly, the Resolution , accompanied by
another Massachusetts vessel, stole across the Bay of
Fundy and landed near the shore town of Annapolis early on
the morning of August 29, 1781. Led by a French pilot
bent on revenge for punishment by the Annapolis sheriff,
16Boston Gazette, May 14, 1781.
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eighty men entered the settlement and easily secured the
blockhouse from three sleeping soldiers.-^ Luckily for
the townspeople, the only fatality occurred when the
intruders, many of them well-fortified with drink, acci-
dentally shot their own pilot. Nevertheless, during the
next few hours the seamen inflicted humiliations upon the
terrified inhabitants that they would long remember.
First the invaders rounded up all the able-bodied
citizens of Annapolis and disarmed them. Then they
marched them to the blockhouse, where they either impris-
oned them or forced them into a nearby ditch. Leaving a
few guards, the Yankees then pillaged valuables from every
building in town: silverware, provisions, furniture,
plate, bedding and clothing. Finally, they spiked the town
cannon and retired to their vessels with two eminent
townsmen whom they planned to exchange for Captain Pot-
ter. ° They sailed only to Goat's Island, about five
-^These men had only recently been transferred
from a garrison on the River Saint John. See Nova Scotia
Gazette, September 4, 1781. One tradition insists that
there were no soldiers in the blockhouse at the time of
the raid. See Calnek, Annapol i s County
, p. 163.
l^The two men were later parolled upon their
promise that Captain Potter would be released; Potter was
returned to Boston in September 1781. See Boston Gazette
,
September 24, 1781.
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miles below Annapolis, where their continued presence
constantly excited fear.^-^
Although the foray against Annapolis represented
the most spectacular of the raids upon Nova Scotia between
the spring of 1780 and the autumn of 1781, it was but one
of many attacks. These incursions ravaged almost every
settlement of the broken and rolling coastline. From
Campobello Island near Eastern Massachusetts to Pictou on
the Northumberland Coast, the Yankees hammered away at the
Nova Scotian shores. The bitterness and anger which many
Nova Scotians had previously felt, but which had dimin-
ished slightly following the decline in privateering after
Penobscot, now sprang to life again.
The French: A New Threat
While the Nova Scotians struggled to beat back
the Yankee intruders, a new threat suddenly appeared:
^When the Nova Scotia Gazette reported that the
brigands escaped without the mustering of the Annapolis
militia, Phineas Lovet, commander of the militia, issued
a sharp retort. See Nova Scotia Gazette , October 2, 1781.
General accounts of the raid are given in Rev. Wingate
Weeks to Headquarters, September 30, 1781: S.P.G. Papers,
B 25, III, 247; Nova Scotia Gazette , September 4, 1781;
Boston Gazette
,
September 24, 1781.
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French warships. zu Following the Franco-American Alliance,
the government of Louis XVI had dispatched French troops
and a fleet under Comte D'Estaing to North America. In
the summer of 1780 a French expeditionary force had landed
at Newport, Rhode Island and hastily thrown up fortifica-
tions while British Admiral Mariot Arbuthnot and his fleet
stood idly by. z
This French base in New England now proved to be a
serious threat for the British in Nova Scotia, who feared
that their old and traditional enemy would launch an offen-
sive against them. Throughout the closing years of the
^ uSome French warships had appeared off Nova Sco-
tia even before the French entry into the war. In April
177 8 the French frigate Due de Choiseul
,
carrying cannon,
muskets and ammunition, ran aground off the colony.
Thomas H. Raddall believes that this vessel planned to
rendezvous with two Yankee privateers at Port Mouton and
deliver her valuable cargo to them. See Thomas H. Rad-
dall, "Adventures of H. M. S. Blonde in Nova Scotia,"
Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society , XXXV
(1966)
, pp. 39-40.
2^See E. Chevalier, Histoire de la Marine
Francaise pendant la Guerre de 1
j
Inde'pendance Americaine
(Paris: Librairie Hachette, 1877), pp. 197-200.
-^While the French never attempted a full-scale
attack on Nova Scotia, they did dispatch agents to inflame
the Acadians and their Indian allies. In the autumn of
1780 British officials were alarmed to learn that a French
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Revolution, the Halifax garrison, expecting an all-out
assault by the French fleet, 23 hastily constructed elab-
orate defenses for the Nova Scotian capital. 2^ So greatly
did the Nova Scotians dread a French attack upon Halifax
that during the summer of 1780 provincial authorities
withdrew most of their troops from the colony's outposts
in order to protect the metropolis. 2 -^ This move left many
priest, accompanied by some young French gentlemen and
carrying gifts for the Indians, had arrived in Machias
from Rhode Island. See Francklin to Germain, November
21, 1780: P.R.O., CO. 217/55, 111-112.
^Rumors of a French attack remained widespread
throughout the closing years of the war. See Thomas de
Grey to Hughes, March 24, 1780: P.R.O. , CO. 217/55,
130-131; Germain to Hughes, July 5, 1780: ibid . , 44-45;
extract of a letter from Greenock, August 17, 1781:
Lloyd's Evening Post
,
August 22-24, 1781; Brig. -Gen. John
Campbell to Earl of Shelburne, July 17, 1782: P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/41, 9. Fears of a French invasion were no doubt
intensified by Nova Scotian memories that a French fleet
had captured Saint John's^ Newfoundland in the summer of
1762. See Brebner, Neutral Yankees
, pp. 45-46.
2
^See Harry Piers, The Evolution of the Halifax
Fortress, 1749-1928 (Halifax: Public Archives of Nova
Scotia, Publication No. 7, 1941), p. 18.
2 5The Yankees were well-aware of the assistance
that the French were rendering them. An article in the
August 12, 1780 issue of the New Hampshire Gazette attri-
buted the withdrawal of British troops from Windsor, Cum-
berland, Annapolis and the River Saint John to "the
arrival of our good Allies on these shores" and the threat
they posed to Halifax.
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coastal communities temporarily without any shield from
the New England seamen.
The French naval presence in Yankee waters also
assisted New England privateers by forcing British armed
vessels to leave the Halifax station in pursuit of His
Most Christian Majesty's warships. If a British man-of-
war from Halifax did seize a French vessel off the New
England coast, its unhappy commander might soon discover
that reinforcements lurked nearby, ready to speed to their
comrade's rescue.
As the strength of their New England fleet grew,^
°E.g., when the English frigate Assuran ce dis-
covered the French frigate Magicienne convoying a small
American craft from the Piscaquta River to Boston, she
engaged her, and the French vessel quickly surrendered.
No sooner had the Assurance and her prize changed their
course for Halifax, however, when two French frigates
appeared on the scene to rescue their sister vessel.
Probably they were successful. No mention of a trial
of a frigate answering the Magicienne 1 s description
appears in the existing records of the Vi ce -Admiral ty
Court at Halifax. See New Hampshire Gazette
,
September 8,
1781; "Records of the Vice -Admiralty Court at Halifax,
Nova Scotia," Essex Institute Historical Collections , XLV
(Salem, Mass.: printed for the Institute, 1909), passim .
7 7
'By the summer of 1782 French military assistance
to the United States reached its zenith. In August of
that year seventeen French warships, carrying 10,000
sailors, marines and soldiers arrived in Boston. See New
Hampshire Gazette
,
August 17, 1782. At this same time
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French naval commanders, who had originally limited their
activities to convoying Yankee supply ships and seizing
British privateers off the Massachusetts coast, ^8 took
the offensive against provision vessels bound to or from
Nova Scotia. In so doing, the French inflicted severe
damage upon the Nova Scotian economy, for these provision
vessels often carried a lucrative cargo. 2 ^
Often only one or two of the powerful warships
which made up the new French Navy could grievously damage
British armed vessels patrolling Nova Scotian waters, as
the cruise of two French forty-gun frigates, the Astra and
the Hermionnie , off Cape Breton during the summer of 1781
demonstrated. In July these two vessels fell in with a
on
British squadron near Spanish River. u Although the
a French fleet was very active in the Bay of Fundy. See,
e.g., entry of August 24, 1782: Harvey, ed., Perkins
Diary
, p. 152.
28See New Hampshire Gazette , May 21, 1781.
2
^Such a craft was the brig Penelope , loaded with
fish and rice and bound from Halifax to Oporto at the time
she was overwhelmed by the French frigate Hermionnie and
carried into Boston Harbor. See Lloyd's Evening Post ,
August 28-30, 1780.
300ne of the British vessels in this squadron,
the armed ship Vernon , carried a distinguished passenger,
Sir Richard Hughes. One can well imagine the consterna-
tion and confusion which would have prevailed in Halifax
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British vessels greatly outnumbered those of the French,
the powerful frigates outgunned the smaller British craft
and soon scattered them. During the engagement the French
badly damaged His Majesty's Ship Charleston , 31 killed her
commander, 32 ancj shot to pieces the supplies of beef and
pork aboard the armed sloop Vul ture . ^3 They also captured
the provincial armed cutter Jack after killing several of
her crew, shooting her sails to shreds, disabling two guns
on her main deck and blasting several holes in her hull.
While the Jack struck her colors, the remainder of the
shattered British squadron retreated hastily to Halifax. ^
On this same cruise the two French frigates engaged
if the French had been lucky enough to have captured him.
See extract of a letter from Capt. James Hall, September
10, 1781: Lloyd's Evening Fost
,
September 19-21, 1781.
~) -LNova Scotia Gazette
,
July 31, 1781.
3^The death of Capt. Evans, commander of the
Charleston
, was deeply lamented in Halifax. A poem on his
valor and death appeared in the Gazette
,
August 21, 1781.
-^Entry of July 22, 1781: Journal of the Proceed-
ings of His Majesty's Sloop Vul ture
,
May 13--July 22, 1781,
by Capt. Rupert George. Available at the National Mari-
time Museum, Greenwich.
-^Extracts from the log of Capt. R. P. Tonge, com-
mander of the Jack , were printed in the Nova Scotia
Gaze tte
,
December 4, 1781, giving his account of the
battle
.
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another British patrol near Saint John's Island and recap-
tured the Massachusetts privateer Thorn
, which had only
recently been taken by the English. J
If French warships such as the Astra and the Her -
mionnie had supported the Yankees in 1775-1776 rather than
in 1780-1781, George Washington might have responded to
the proposals of the Machias militants by approving of a
full-scale invasion of Nova Scotia. Had such an invasion
occurred, the provincial authorities, not the Yankee
intruders, would have found themselves effectively isolated
by seapower. But French naval assistance came too late to
win Nova Scotia to the American cause. Instead, it alien-
ated Nova Scotians even further. The French may have
aided their American allies by forcing the Halifax govern-
ment to prepare for attack, but they weakened revolution-
ary sympathies in the fourteenth colony in many ways.
First of all, they hindered Nova Scotian attempts at
j:3See entry of August 11, 1781: Harvey, ed. ,
Perkins Diary, p. 87; Nova Scotia Gazette , August 7, 1781;
Notice of Libels, Boston Gazette , September 10, 1781.
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trade. Secoiidl^—the French presence in New England
stirred fears throughout Nova Scotia of the Acadians and
their Indian allies plotting to rebel. Finally, many
Nova Scotians believed that the government of Louis XVI
was demanding the return of Acadia as a price for its aid
to the United States, a naturally -startling demand to
colonists of all political persuasions. Such anxieties
helped produce an outburst of anti -French sentiment in
Nova Scotia and bound it even closer to the crown. 38
36The French proved especially successful in
interrupting intercourse between Nova Scotia and Bagaduce
during the summer of 1780. One Liverpool merchant reported
to Simeon Perkins that a French frigate, lurking near
Penobscot, had prevented all vessels from entering or
leaving the Tory outpost. "Only a Small Schooner or Shal-
1 p,
?f Perkins noted, "got out behind the Islands & got to
Halifax." Entry of June 11, 1780: Harvey, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, p. 20.
37One article in the Nova Scotia Gazette
,
October
3, 1780, asserted that "the American Rulers" had already
ceded both Canada and Nova Scotia to France.
-^During the last years of the war, at a time when
the French were entrenched in New England and their war-
ships were appearing off the Nova Scotian coast, the Nova
Scotia Gazette frequently denounced its new enemy. One
time it printed an address by a loyalist residing in Hali-
fax which pleaded with the rebellious colonies to end
their "unnatural alliance" with France. Another time it
recalled that the Acadians and Indians had treacherously
murdered early English settlers of Nova Scotia. Still
another time it printed an article contrasting the French
and English peoples which sharply criticized the former.
See issues of March 27, 1781; September 5, 1780; March 5,
1782.
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A Floundering Economy
As a result of the attacks of American and French
raiders during the years 1780-1781, the Nova Scotian econ-
omy slid ever closer toward disaster. Although privateers
and pirates had inflicted severe hardships upon Nova Sco-
tians during the first half of the Revolution, their
depredations during that period paled in comparison to the
economic distress that they created during the last years
of the war. By forcing settlers to prepare constantly for
on
attacks as well as by overwhelming provision and fishing
39Two provision vessels that sailed from London to
Halifax throughout the war without interception were the
Adamant
,
commanded by Charles Wyatt, and the St. Lawrence
,
commanded by William Abbott. Both of these ships, owned
by the London merchants Sir Brook Watson and Robert Rash-
leigh, carried important dispatches as well as three-
quarters of all British manufactures to Nova Scotia. They
were well -equipped to deal witti privateers: the St. Law-
rence carried sixteen six-pound guns while the Adamant , a
300- ton ship manned by forty seamen, carried sixteen six-
pounders and four four-pounders. Later, Watson and Rash-
leigh increased the Adamant T s armament by replacing the
four four-pounders with four nine-pounders. During the
Revolution the Adamant made sixteen voyages to Halifax
while the St. Lawrence made eleven. At the conclusion of
the war the grateful underwriters of the City of London
presented Charles Wyatt and William Abbott with trophies
for their skill in eluding privateers. Wyatt T s trophy is
available at Lloyd's of London, while Abbott's is at the
British Insurance Association in London. See memorial of
the Halifax merchants trading with London to Lt.-Gov.
Richard Hughes, March 1780: P.R.O., CO. 217/55, 35-36;
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vessels, the New Englanders and their French allies raised
the Nova Scotian debt to disastrous proportions. More-
over, the Nova Scotians had now not only to provide for
themselves but to contend as well with the demands of the
growing Halifax garrison and the increasing flood of loy-
alists. Their needs resulted in Nova Scotia* s becoming
even more dependent upon the importation of provisions and
manufactures
.
^®
Lioyd T s Register of Shipping, 1778 (London: Gregg Press,
n.d.) for material on the Adamant and St. Lawrence ; Ger-
main to Lords of Admiralty, June 20, 1777: P.R.O., Adm.
1/4133, 156; William Knox to Lords of Admiralty, June 27,
1777: ibid
.
, 163. Greenwich Hospital Accounts: P.R.O.
,
Adm. 68./2G3, Adm. 68/204 record the voyages of the ships
Adamant and St. Lawrence . For a list of vessels sailing
from Halifax to London, based upon the Greenwich Hospital
Records, and showing the dependence of Nova Scotians upon
the Adamant and the St. Lawrence , see Appendix B.
^An urgent petition sent to Lt.-Gov. Hughes by
the leading merchants of Halifax in the spring of 1780
reveals that many inhabitants of Nova Scotia had become
increasingly reliant upon English merchantmen for essen-
tial provisions. In this memorial the traders pointed out
that they had depended for some years past upon the ships
Adamant and St. Lawrence for most of the British manu-
factures and other merchandise sent to Nova Scotia.
Although these two ships were strong enough to sail from
London to Halifax without the benefit of convoy, their
British owners now threatened to discontinue their service
to Nova Scotia because of the lack of protection from
pressgangs afforded their seamen as well as the temporary
impressment of the two ships into the Royal Navy during
the Penobscot expedition. The frightened Halifax merchants
declared that, if the Adamant and the St. Lawrence left
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At a time when Nova Scotians seemed chronically in
need of supplies, they also found themselves pathetically
short of ready cash to pay for them. General Francis Mac-
lean succinctly commented upon the impoverished state of
Nova Scotia and its defenders when he complained that the
Halifax garrison, "having often experienc T d the want of
the Halifax trade, their replacements most likely would be
vessels of little or no force, commanded by "needy adven-
turers." Thus supplies urgently required by Nova Scotia
would very probably fall into the "hands of our Enemys
,
to their great relief; and to the Disappointments, Loss,
and distress of your Memorialists in particular and the
Province in General. ..." See memorial of Halifax mer-
chants, March 1780: P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/55, 35-36. Appar-
ently authorities harkened to the entreaties of the
traders , for the. Adamant and the St. Lawrence continued to
bring their precious cargoes to the fourteenth colony for
the remainder of the war. Among the forty merchants who
signed the memorial was Anthony Henry, the fiery Whig
printer whose political sentiments were well-known.
Although his newspaper endured some censorship during the
Revolution, Henry occasionally allowed his republican
sympathies to surface in the Nova Scotia Gazette . One
angry Tory ("A Friend to Loyalty and Truth") accused him
of refusing to print news favorable to the King's cause.
See issues of January 11; January 18, 1780. But the
threat of the termination of the voyages of the Adamant
and the St. Lawrence and the fear that the successors to
these ships would fall easy prey to privateers and pirates
perhaps altered his political sympathies. In any case,
shortly after the Halifax merchants penned their memorial,
Henry's paper became increasingly critical of the rebels
in general and the privateers and pirates in particular.
See, e.g., issue of September 26, 1780. Acrimonious
accounts of Yankee wrongdoing persisted in the Gazette
until the end of the war.
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Money so much," faced great difficulties in paying a small
duty on rum.^ Indeed, settlers, for want of specie,
often paid their employees in wares.
^
In their attempts to procure essentials, Nova Sco-
tians swamped New England authorities with requests to
exchange goods in Boston, Marblehead and other Yankee
ports. Typical of the many memorials that inundated the
Massachusetts General Court at this time was one from
Freeman Gardner of Cape Sable, who asked that he be
allowed to come to New England to barter "a few dumb fish"
for supplies of corn, tobacco, rum, molasses and sugar.
^
Maclean to Germain, November 20, 1780: P.R.O.,
CO. 217/55, 99. For a list of the duties about which
Maclean was complaining, see the advertisement in the Nova
Scotia Gazette , November 14, 1780.
^For example, Simeon Perkins engaged one sailor
for a cruise aboard the schooner Lucy by paying him one
barrel of flour, four gallons of molasses, fourteen pounds
of sugar and two shirts. In case the Lucy should be
seized by privateers, Perkins agreed to take care of the
seaman's family. See entry of May 22, 1780: Harvey, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
, p. 16.
Petition of Freeman Gardner, August 9, 1780:
Mass. Archives, V. 176, 616. Reprinted in Poole, Annals
,
pp. 87-88.
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When the Court rejected many of these petitions,^ dis-
couraged Nova Scotians scraped together enough money to
purchase those few provisions available in their province.
So desperate were the colonists for supplies that they
often paid exorbitant prices for captured and spoiled
goods.
^
5 Royalists like Reverend Jacob Bailey, American
sympathizers like Seth Barnes, and worried neutrals like
Simeon Perkins, ail suffered.
Settlers residing in Halifax were more fortunate
than many of their compatriots in the more remote regions
of Nova Scotia, for some reserves of supplies usually
4-4-After Massachusetts authorities passed legis-
lation in 1780 restricting trade between their colony and
Nova Scotia, some Nova Scotians who had come to New Eng-
land to obtain supplies found it difficult to secure
passes to return to their homes. See, e.g., Petition of
Ansell Crosby, May 24, 1780: Mass. Archives, V. 176, 380.
^^In 1780 Simeon Perkins, inspecting goods aboard
a captured vessel, found the ham and cheese much damaged
and the flour musty and sour. The next day, however, the
diarist noted that the barrels of flour had sold quite
well at an auction. "Some went as high as 30/6. A few
hams were Sold from 6% to 10^d." Another time, when a
prize sloop was brought into Liverpool, Perkins wrote:
"We have an Auction of the sloop's Cargo, name Unknown.
Sells very high indeed. Rum, Charged with the Duty,
averages between 6/6 & 7/. Molasses from 3/ to 3/6. Sugar
£3.10 and upwards." See entries of August 31, 1780; April
18, 1780: Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary , p. 38, p. 7.
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remained within their grasp. But, for pioneers attempt-
ing to survive in the backwoods of the colony, the Yan-
kee depredations literally proved to be a matter of life
and death.^ The rupture with New England had severely
curtailed the flow of provisions to these regions. Pio-
neers in such isolated communities as Pictou found them-
selves unable to procure even such necessaries as salt,
and devoted much of the summer to boiling down sea water
in an attempt to obtain it.^
As despoliations increased throughout the period
1780-1781, those Nova Scotians who in desperation
An article in the Nova Scotia Gazette
, March 14,
1780, reveals the insecurity of life in the isolated set-
tlements of Western Nova Scotia, the Northumberland Coast
and the Eastern Shore. This story dealt with the mis-
fortunes of the schooner Free Mason , which sailed from
Bermuda to New York in September 1779. Meeting with con-
trary winds, the vessel bore away for Halifax and was
shipwrecked near Canso in February 1780. The nineteen
hands aboard the schooner landed safely on the Eastern
Shore, but most of them perished in the woods in their
search for food and shelter. Three of the seamen managed
to save themselves by living off the flesh of their dead
mates and finally arrived in Halifax. "To relate the whole
of the sufferings these people went through," concluded
the Gazette , "is too lengthy to insert in this paper."
^ 7See Patterson, Pictou County
, p. 98.
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ventured onto the high seas frequently suffered capture as
AO
their only reward. ° Their losses served as a sharp
admonition to fishermen who debated the wisdom of leaving
their home ports, and they further deterred other skippers
from disembarking on cruises. As a result, the number of
provision and trading craft entering Halifax during this
troubled time fell dramatically.^
43Af ter a Massachusetts privateer captured one
Liverpool vessel in the summer of 1780, a discouraged
Simeon Perkins scribbled: "This is my third Loss in about
10 Days. I had some pork in her, which I want Sadly for
my work People." See entry of August 11, 1780: Harvey,
ed. , Perkins Diary
, p. 34. Although some Nova Scotians who
were overwhelmed on the high seas had their vessels
returned to them, they still had numerous economic griev-
ances. Usually the Yankees pilfered their cargoes before
releasing them. See, e.g., Nova Scotia Gazette
,
September
12, 1780; entries of April 17, 1780; April 22, 1781: Har-
vey, ed. , Perkins Diary, p. 7, p. 74.
^According to incomplete records. Between August
1 and November 1, 1779, at a time when Yankee privateering
in Nova Scotian waters had temporarily declined, eighty-
five sea-going craft entered Halifax. Of these, ten came
from the British Isles; twenty-five from Lunenburg; and
eleven from Liverpool (Nova Scotia) . After the return of
the privateers to the Nova Scotian coast in 1780, the num-
ber of vessels listed in the incomplete Halifax records as
arriving in the Nova Scotian capital dropped considerably.
Between August 1 and November 1, 1780 only forty-one ves-
sels are listed as entering Halifax. Of these, eight came
from the British Isles; eight from Lunenburg; and five
from Liverpool. By 1781 the number of craft entering Hali-
fax had declined even more dramatically. Between August 1
and November 1, 1781 only twenty-four vessels are listed as
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If the privateers directly affected the shaky
economic position of many Nova Scotians through their
depredations, they indirectly influenced the provincial
economy by forcing the colony to pass costly measures for
its defense. Sometimes these steps proved far more expen-
sive than originally anticipated.-^
By the summer of 1781 the costs of implementing
legislative acts connected with the defenses of Nova
reaching the capital. Of these, two sailed from the Brit-
ish Isles and seven came from Lunenburg. Although only 100
miles of coast separated Liverpool from Halifax, not one
Liverpool vessel arrived in the metropolis during this
period. See "900 names": Report, 1936
,
P.A.N.S., passim .
-^An example of a defense effort that spiralled
in costs was the construction of the military barracks at
Cornwallis. Originally the House of Assembly appropriated
£230 for its erection. See Journal and Votes of the House
of Assembly, June 10, 1779: P.R.O., CO. 220/1, 945. But
by 1781 costs had risen so much that the province still
owed £461.11.0. Council Minutes, March 12, 1781: ibid .
,
455. When the question of raising funds for defense arose,
the budget-conscious House of Assembly and Lt.-Gov. Hughes
resumed their argument over whether such expenditures were
imperial or provincial in nature. An example of this type
of dispute occurred in the summer of 1781 over a number of
defense measures, including the Cornwallis barracks. So
budget-conscious was the Assembly that it questioned the
propriety of the treasurer's spending £106 to buy flag-
poles for Cornwallis' Island and Cape Sambro, used to warn
settlers when enemy privateers approached. See Journal and
Votes of the House of Assembly, July 5, 1781: ibid . , 1017-
1018.
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Scotia staggered the imagination. When the House of
Assembly attempted to alleviate the burdens of the popu-
lace by appealing to the crown to abrogate a duty on rum
and molasses, they noted:
That Surrounded as they are, by an active and invet-
erate Enemy, and their Coasts and internal Settle-
ments Subject to & harass' d by Continual depredations
they are under the necessity of Keeping up an Expen-
sive Militia in all parts of the Province, and Arm'd
Vessels on their Coasts, which together with the New
and Extraordinary Charges of Building Barracks in
the interior Settlements . . . call for every exer-
tion in their power to make their Aids keep pace with
the demands on Government. . . .51
The defense measures enacted by the Halifax Coun-
cil and the House of Assembly not only proved exorbitant
in cost but also insufficient. It seemed that defense
demanded more and yet more money in a never-ending spiral
from a colony increasingly unable to pay. Yet, if it did
not pay, privateers would constantly diminish its ability
to pay. The House of Assembly admitted as much when they
lamented in June 1781 that
Thro' the want of Cruizers to protect their Coasts,
the Trade of the Province (upon which so Considerable
apart of their Revenue depends) has suffer T d the last
Year in amost Sensible and affecting degree. 52
51-Memorial of the House of Assembly for the Prov-
ince of Nova Scotia to the King's Most Excellent Majesty,
June 25, 1781: P.R.O., CO. 217/55, 204.
52 Ibid. , 205.
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By the autumn of 1781 virtually no segment of the
Nova Scotian population had escaped from the economic
effects of piracy and privateering. 53 Even those few
colonists fortunate enough to have avoided losing vessels
and property to the intruders found that their mere pres-
ence in Nova Scotian waters had devastated their precarious
economic position. Defense measures had been hastily
enacted, taxes had risen, but still the privateers pre-
vented urgently-needed provisions from reaching Halifax.
Such a critical situation augured disaster for 1782-1783.
A Terrified Populace
Throughout 1780 and 1781 raiders did not limit
themselves simply to robbing a poverty-stricken people.
They also indulged in a number of brutal and illegal acts
which brought terror to the hearts of all Nova Scotians.
They continued to seize prizes in inland waters, mistreat
^^Among those hit hardest were the traders of the
South Shore. Privateers and stormy seas combined to
inflict grave losses upon this group. After one loss at
sea, a dismayed Simeon Perkins reported: "This is the
fourth Loss I have Sustained in Vessels in the Course of
a few months. I have now only 7/32ds of the Lucy Left of
all my navigation, out of six [vessels] , one of which I
Sold." See entry of November 12, 1780: Harvey, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
, p. 52.
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prisoners, ransack houses, steal private property and
refuse to libel captures in maritime courts. Indeed, com-
plaints of their outrageous conduct became so widespread
during this period that even New England authorities felt
obliged to take some action. In the summer of 1780 the
Massachusetts House of Representatives passed a resolution
condemning robberies committed upon Nova Scotians in
inland waters and on shore, and requiring that commissions
be issued to small armed vessels only after they had given
"good & sufficient Bonds for the purpose of preventing
such evils from again taking place. "-^
Unfortunately for Nova Scotians, this measure did
little to curb Yankee abuses. Privateers continued to
violate both the letter and spirit of maritime law,
inflicting a growing number of outrages upon the inhabi-
54Massachusetts was not the only New England state
which attempted to check the ruthless conduct of priva-
teers operating in the North Atlantic. New Hampshire also
issued orders regulating their behavior. Typical of these
directives were the instructions sent to the captain of
the privateer Diana . He was told to take "great care of
your prisoners " and treat them "with humanity ." The
emphasis is in the original document. See Resolution in
the House of Representatives, June 22, 1780: Mass.
Archives, V. 228, 391-392; Thomas Martin and George Went-
worfch to Capt. Thomas Manning, September 18, 1780: Mis-
cellaneous Shipping Records, New Hampshire Historical
Society, Concord.
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tants of the South Shore, many of whom had long assisted
American prisoners in escaping from Halifax officials. 55
A typical raid in this region involved Benjamin Arnold, a
Liverpool employee of Simeon Perkins. In the summer of
1781 the crews of two Massachusetts privateers came into
Arnold's harbor. They seized food and kitchen utensils
from his house as well as rigging, sails and an anchor
from his shallop. But mere booty failed to satisfy. The
Yankees did not leave until they had callously slaughtered
Arnold's livestock to the extent of "one of his Oxen,
4 hogs, 12 Sheep, & 9 Lambs." 56
If callous Yankee lawlessness during the years
1780-1781 followed the same pattern set in the initial
stages of the war, the brigands now alienated more and yet
3 During these years privateers brought further
grief and hardship to South Shore families by killing in
battle South Shore men who had enlisted on loyalist armed
vessels. See Nova Scotia Gazette
,
July 11, 1780; entry of
July 13, 1780: Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary
, pp. 28-29.
56The conduct perhaps seemed all the more out-
rageous to Arnold when he reflected upon the relatively
generous treatment shown to the captured son of one of the
privateer commanders. Nova Scotian authorities had
readily granted the youth a parole. See entry of June
22, 17 81: Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary
,
p. 85.
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more settlers. They seemingly had an unfortunate pen-
chant for choosing their victims from among only those
Nova Scotians who wished to avoid involvement in the
fratricidal conflict, as in their seizure of the Reverend
Henry Alline. Unlike many Nova Scotian clergymen, Rever-
end Alline preferred to devote his time and energy to
religion rather than revolution. He spent most of the war
spreading the word of God throughout Nova Scotia. 57 How-
ever, on one frightening morning in August 1781 the pious
missionary found that the horrors of war, in the guise
of a rebel marauder, had finally reached him. While he
rested near the Bay of Fundy, seamen from the vessel,
fearing that he planned to warn the garrison at nearby
Fort Cumberland of their presence, seized and carried him
aboard their craft. Here they kept him while they busied
themselves overwhelming loyalist vessels near the Minas
^'An examination of his Journal reveals the
extent of Rev. Alline T s indifference to political affairs.
For example, when British officers at the beginning of
the American Revolution offered Alline a commission in the
Nova Scotia militia, the clergyman, intent upon carrying
on his religious work, ''utterly refused to take one step
in pursuit of it." See Rev. Henry Alline, The Life and
Journal of the Rev. Mr. Henry Alline (Boston: Gilberc
and Dean, 1806), p. 44. Hereafter cited as Alline '
s
Journal
, p. 44.
207
Basin. Although the swaggering rowdies did not inten-
tionally mistreat their prisoner, their presence alone
greatly intimidated him. After his release Alline wrote:
"Let them that wish well to their souls flee from priva-
teers as they v>/ould from the jaws of hell, for methinks a
privateer may be called a floating hell."-^
By the autumn of 1781 many Nova Scotians who had
hitherto been fortunate enough to avoid assault had come
to share Reverend Alline f s terror. Between May of 1780
and October of 1781 many privateers and pirates, embit-
tered over the Penobscot defeat and anxious to seek new
spoils, had expanded their activities to include shore
communities in which they had previously shown little
interest. They therefore put great pressure upon Nova
Scotians who had been attempting to follow a neutral
course
.
Growing Alienation
The renewed Yankee assaults of 1780-1781 chiefly
resulted in swinging Nova Scotian opinion further away
from the American cause. The erosion of the revolutionary
^Alline's Journal
, p. 143.
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movement in the fourteenth colony, which the lull in pri-
vateering following the American defeat at Penobscot may
have slowed temporarily, now continued unchecked. The
economic distress and anxiety, which inevitably followed
the privateers, rapidly unravelled the bonds of tradition,
friendship and commerce which had long tied Nova Scotia to
New England. Moreover, the Yankees' outrageous behavior
and the presence of French cruisers in Nova Scotian waters
seemed to confirm many Nova Scotians' worst fear: that
their New England cousins had written them off for the
sake of an alliance with France,
Three developments in 1780 and 1781 indicated this
growing disenchantment: the vituperative attacks on the
rebels by the principal organs of opinion; a growing dis-
inclination on the part of Nova Scotians hitherto sym-
pathetic to the rebel cause to interest themselves further
in the revolutionary struggle; and a newborn willingness
on the part of Nova Scotians of all classes to take up
arms against the intruders.
Throughout 1780 and 1781 the House of Assembly and
the Nova Scotia Gazette , the chief organs of public
opinion, lashed the New Englanders in a series of savage
attacks. The Gazette proved especially quick to print
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stories which portrayed the rebels as heartless marauders
motivated by greed instead of principle. When Yankees
seized some British officers and carried them into Boston
where they or other Americans proceeded to rob them, the
newspaper decided that the "New-England Rebels tho 1 they
have lost their Loyalty, still retain their Love to a
violent Degree for the King's Picture, when stamped on
Gold. . . ."59 gut £Yie Gazette reserved its most scath-
ing comments for the defilers of Annapolis* It fumed
against bandits so rapacious as to steal even the silver
buckles from the ladies' shoes: "Such was their American
Liberty! " 6Q
One might argue that the Nova Scotia Gazette and
the House of Assembly, located in a loyalist strong-
hold and subjected to government pressure, attempted to
mold rather than represent provincial opinion. Yet revo-
lutionary enthusiasm throughout the entire province con-
tinued to wane. Reverend Jacob Bailey, the Tory mission-
ary who had so painfully discovered the backwoodsmen's
Dy Issue of September 26, 1780.
tissue of September 4, 1781. The emphasis is in
the original.
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political sympathies upon his arrival in Cornwallis in
the autumn cf 1779, reported in early 1780 that Nova Sco-
tians were beginning to substitute religious zeal for
political acts. 61 Sometime later Bailey noted an even
more significant change. His neighbors at Cornwallis,
who had hitherto ostracized him, greeted him warmly and
seemed "greatly rejoyced" at his return from a stay in
Annapolis .
^
The newborn willingness of the colonists (many of
whom now feared that the British would abandon them) to do
battle with the Yankees now became strikingly apparent.
The conduct of the men of Liverpool strongly illustrates
this change in attitude. When these supposedly "pro-rebel"
settlers heard rumors that the troops garrisoned in their
town faced possible transfer, they pleaded with authorities
61()n February 26, 1780 Bailey wrote Thomas Robie
in Halifax: "The same Spirit of enthusiasm has seized
the people which predominates in New England, and though
it is restrained from discharging itself in political
effusions yet it breaks forth in religious freaks." See
Bailey Papers, V. 1, Letter XXIV.
62Bailey to Mr. Brown, June 25, 1781: Bailey
Papers, V. 4, G.A. #15. Only the month before Bailey's
return from Annapolis the rebels made a daring descent
upon Cornwallis. See Eaton, King's County , pp. 432-433.
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to allow the soldiers to remain."-1 Although the Halifax
government responded favoi'ably to their entreaties, the
Liverpool traders found that troops alone failed to
restrain the aggressive privateers. So they initiated
some defense measures of their own. Not only did they
strengthen Liverpool's fortifications,^ but, unwilling
to allow New Englanders the continued offensive, they
fitted out privateers of their own to prey upon rebel
shipping. Although these vessels proved less success-
ful than their Yankee counterparts in overwhelming valu-
able prizes, 66 their owners showed themselves to be every
bJSee entries of February 13; June 27, 1781:
Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary
, p. 66, p. 81; Journal and
Votes of the House of Assembly, June 27, 1781: P.R.O.
,
CO. 220/1, 1006.
64See entries of September 14-15, 1780: Harvey,
ed. , Perkins Diary
, p. 43. They also reacted a great deal
more quickly to rebel attacks than they had in earlier
years. E.g., immediately after Yankees invaded Liverpool,
the men of that community met to make new defense plans.
Ibid .
^During this period the men of Liverpool fitted
out three new privateers --the Delight , the Dispatch and
the Shaving Mill --and increased the armaments on an older
vessel, the Lucy . See Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary, passim .
""See, for example, entry of June 30, 1780:
Harvey, ed., Perkins Diary
, pp. 24-25.
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bit as zealous as the mariners of Boston, Salem and
Marblehead. Indeed, they soon unwittingly imitated the
New Englanders by engaging in heated disputes with mari-
time authorities over the division of spoils.^
Throughout 1780 and 1781 men from different back-
grounds felt obliged to defend their families, homes and
province from the intruders. Workmen risked life and
limb to beat back privateers .^ Fishermen continued to
seize American armed vessels in Nova Scotian shoal
6 9
waters. The Nova Scotia militia defended Liverpool so
doggedly from a rebel assault that it won praise from a
6?0n October 20, 1780 an angry Simeon Perkins
scribbled: "They Say we are not like to recover our prize
of Col. Jones [Nathan Jones of Gouldsborough]
,
but, if
Condemned, it will go to the King, which Appears to me
very Strange." See Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary , p. 49.
68p or example, Nathan Davison, a carpenter from
Horton, in a petition sent to the House of Assembly in
June of 1782 stated that he had been "most dangerously
wounded" in the arm while fighting American privateers in
the spring of 17 81. This wound had prevented him from
returning to his trade, and he therefore felt obliged to
seek relief. The House voted him £30. See Council in
General Assembly, June 28, 1782: P.R.O. , CO. 220/14,
484.
69See, e.g., Nova Scotia Gazette , October 3, 1780.
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member of the Halifax Council,
By the autumn of 1781 Yankee privateers and
pirates, by their incessant attacks, which had created
economic chaos, and by their brutality, which had made
a mockery of American ideals, had driven most Nova Sco-
tians still further away from the American cause. But the
aggressive intruders had not yet completed their work:
during the next sixteen months they would descend upon
Nova Scotia in a series of attacks that would destroy the
revolutionary movement in that colony.
70simeon Perkins recorded on November 17, 1780:
"I reed Day before yesterday a Letter from Arthur Gold
[Goold], Col. of this Regiment, with Congratulations on
the behavior of the Militia on Ocasion of the Enemy
surprising the Fort & the Militia relieving it." Such
applause is noteworthy when one considers that the Hali-
fax Council had long viewed both the militia and the men
of Liverpool with the deepest distrust. See Harvey, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
, pp. 53-54.
CHAPTER VIII
CULMINATION
Although the French Navy failed to attack Halifax
during the closing years of the Revolution, it rendered
the hard-pressed Americans a far greater service by
defeating a British fleet in Chesapeake Bay in September
1781. As a result of this French victory, the R.oyal Navy
hastily withdrew to New York City. Lord Cornwallis, suc-
cessor to Sir Henry Clinton, found himself cut off in Vir-
ginia without the faintest hope of obtaining relief from
the sea. Surrounded by the French Navy and an army three
times the size of his own, Cornwallis surrendered his
entire force at Yorktown on October 19, 1781. His capit-
ulation proved decisive to the outcome of the war. When
Lord North heard the news of Yorktown at 10 Downing
Street, he prophesied: "0 God! it is all over!"
Unfortunately for Nova Scotians, it was not.
While the dust of battle settled across North America and
diplomats began the tedious task of negotiating a peace
treaty, privateers and pirates continued to roam the Bay
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of Fundy and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Indeed, during
the long months between Cornwallis' surrender and the
signing of the definitive Treaty of Paris, they launched
a series of stunning attacks upon Nova Scotia which all
but turned that unhappy colony upside down.
A War -Weary People
By the autumn of 1781 Nova Scotians had been bat-
tling Yankee intruders for more than six years. They now
faced a bleak future: their resources had been drained,
their export trade lost and their provincial debt greatly
increased. Throughout the colony settlers yearned for an
end to hostilities. Simeon Perkins aptly summed up their
sentiments when he wrote: "we hope for a Peace with our-
selves, which God of his Infinite Mercy Grant, that our
Nation may no longer Ly under the awful 1 Judgment of
Devouring one an Other. "1
In spite of the severe hardships inflicted upon
them by their Yankee cousins, many Nova Scotians still
hoped for a speedy peace by which normal commerical
l-Entry of June 21
, 17 82: Harvey, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, p. 141.
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relations with New England could be restored. Some of
them, undaunted by the vicissitudes of the past, were
swayed by a sincere desire to renew the traditional ties
of friendship between Nova Scotia and New England.
Economic necessities, however, motivated most of them.
They desperately needed a market to which they could sell
their produce and from which they could purchase essential
provisions. New England, not Great Britain, remained the
logical choice.
But trade between New England and Nova Scotia
could not be revived until Britain and her former colonies
had come to terms. Although rumors of a treaty of peace
remained rife during the period following Yorktown, a
permanent settlement did not come for many months.
Instead, as the autumn of 1781 slipped away, Nova Scotians
sighted more and yet more American vessels in their waters.
"Many Privateers on the Coast," Simeon Perkins noted in
early October. "They are dayly seen to pass the Harbor.
"
J
^Some Yankees shared the desire to restore
friendly relations between New England and Nova Scotia.
See Lloyd T s Evening Post , June 20-22, 1781.
3Entry of October 8, 1781: Harvey, ed. , Perkins
Diary
,
p. 93.
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Perhaps the Liverpool diarist had a presentiment of ter-
rible things to come.
The Final Storm
During the summer of 1781 royal authorities in
Nova Scotia had refused to exchange captured rebel sea-
men, choosing instead to detain them in Halifax. Although
this decision had resulted in some inconvenience and
expense to the crown, Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, who had
replaced Sir Richard Hughes as Lieutenant-Governor in July
1781, felt that it nevertheless benefitted British inter-
ests. The imprisonment of so many mariners, he informed
Whitehall in November, had prevented additional Massachu-
setts privateers from fitting out and preying upon Nova
Scotian shipping. "As the Season for privateering is now
over," he confidently added, "I am sending away the pris-
oners before the winter sets in."^-
^Hammond to Germain, No. 3, November 25, 17 81:
P.R.O., CO. 217/55, 192-193. The decision to detain the
mariners did not meet with complete approval from White-
hall officials. While admitting that it was a "prudent"
measure, Secretary of State Welbore Ellis pointed out
that another step would have been more beneficial. Since
an act of Parliament had given the commanders of His
Majesty's Ships the power to impress captured seamen, Ellis
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Hammond's decision to imprison Yankee seamen dur-
ing the summer months was a clever departure from tradi-
tional methods. But his haste in releasing the prisoners
proved a grave error. New Englanders, anxious to seize
as much booty as possible before the war ended, remained
unusually active during the autumn of 1781. 5 Indeed, at
the same time that the Lieutenant-Governor had concluded
that the privateering season had passed, American armed
vessels had so blockaded the Nova Scotian coast that set-
tlers could not safely sail from one South Shore port to
wished that Hammond had sent the prisoners to New York
City so that Sir Samuel Hood could "recruit" them for a
Carribean cruise. Ellis to Hammond, No. 1, February 20,
1782: P.R.O., CO. 217/56, 17-19.
-*As is evidenced by the substantial number of pri-
vateering commissions which Massachusetts authorities
continued to issue during the last four months of 1781.
In September officials granted approximately twenty
licenses; in October, twenty; in November, sixteen; in
December, twenty-two. See Allen, Massachusetts Priva -
teers
,
passim . For numerous examples of privateering
during the autumn of 1781, see Simeon Perkins' diary for
September and October. At no other time in the war did
Perkins devote so much space in his diary to privateering
as he did during the last sixteen months.
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another. 6 The intruders devastated the Nova Scotian
economy both directly and indirectly. They hit it
directly by seizing Nova Scotian vessels and cargoes; by
raiding shore towns and plundering desperately-needed
provisions as well as private property; and by forcing
poverty-stricken fishermen to pay exorbitant ransoms.
They damaged it indirectly by forcing British armed ves-
sels and Nova Scotian militiamen constantly to patrol
provincial shores;'' by preventing trading vessels from
leaving or entering Halifax, Liverpool and other ports
on schedule; ^ and by forcing the Halifax government to
"One Nova Scotian found some good in the Yankee
blockade of the South Shore. Rev. Henry Alline, who
sailed from Barrington to Liverpool in November 1781, was
seized by an American privateer and carried back to his
point of disembarkation, "which afterwards I was rejoiced
for. I now went by land, and so preached to many little
settlements, which I should have ^otherwiseJ passed by."
See Alline' s Journal
, p. 148.
''a committee appointed by the House of Assembly
reported in 1782 that "the Enormous Expence of £1,628.1.1
has been incurr T d for Militia Duty, and arm'd Vessels"
between June 1, 1781 and June 1, 1782, "the accounts of
which are not vouched agreeable to Law." See Council in
General Assembly, June 17, 1782: P.R.O., CO. 220/14, 479.
^For example, three privateers lurking near Liv-
erpool Harbor prevented the sloop Liverpool from disem-
barking on an important trading voyage to Bermuda. Entry
of August 1, 1782: Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary
,
p. 148.
Even when some vessels escaped their American captors,
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shoulder a number of incidental expenses caused by pri-
vateering activities.
^
Although inclement weather did curb depredations
during January and February of 1782, Nova Scotians still
feared to relax their guard. Wild rumors of an early
spring offensive by the Yankees kept them in a frenzy, as
a letter printed in the Nova Scotia Gazette clearly
revealed
:
they were often delayed at sea many months. Simeon Per-
kins noted that one small sloop, laden with tobacco, had
been detained at sea eight months. She had been taken
and retaken eighteen times before safely arriving in Liv-
erpool! Entry of October 9, 1781: Harvey, ed. , Perkins
Diary
, p. 93.
Q
For example, the Halifax government often gave
compensation to Nova Scotians who had lost vessels to the
Yankees as well as assistance to those who had suffered
from the depredations. Sometimes this compensation was
quite high. One settler, Abijah Scot, a ferryman, com-
plained that privateers had destroyed his boat, upon which
he depended for a livelihood. The Assembly voted him
£150 compensation. See Journal and Votes of the House of
Assembly, June 22, 1782: P.R.O. , CO. 220/14, 480. Pri-
vateers also taxed Nova Scotian resources by depositing
prisoners in remote parts of the province, thereby forc-
ing settlers to assume the expense of transporting them
to Halifax. The Halifax government often paid for these
expenses. See, for example, the accounts in Journal and
Votes of the House of Assembly, June 26, 1782: P.R.O.
,
CO. 220/14, 482.
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As it is Cowardice to be afraid when there is no
Apparent Danger, so also it is the utmost Stupidity
not to guard against imminent Danger when known; to
despise the former, and to point out the latter with
its Remedies is both the Duty and Interest of every
Friend to Loyalty and Society. That great part of
this Province is in Danger of being pillaged and
robbed this Spring is too plain; for not to speak of
our Internal Foes, the Defenceless state of the Prov-
ince (Halifax excepted) , the Preparations making on
the Continent for our Destruction, and our want of
armed Vessels for our Protection very clearly shews
our Situation. For notwithstanding the Forts at
Windsor, Annapolis, St. Johns, Cumberland
, &c
.
together with the Assistance of our Militia, who are
ready at a Minutes Warning and have always shewn
themselves brave and ready when Occasion required,
yet their Distances are so great that they cannot
co-operate together before very great Damage may be
done to the Inhabitants by those Sculking Night Rob-
bers whose only objects are Devastation and Plunder.^
As a remedy for this alarming situation, the
author of the above letter suggested stationing a frigate
and several small armed vessels in the Bay of Fundy. But
royal authorities felt that this step alone would not pro-
vide Nova Scotia with adequate protection from the Yankee
menace. In addition to placing a British naval force in
Fundy Bay,H they either enacted or considered a number of
i(J Issue of March 26, 1782. Corrections in spell-
ing and punctuation have been made to clarify the meaning
of this letter.
nSee Ellis to Hammond, No. 1, February 20, 1782:
P.R.O., CO. 217/56, 17-19; Hammond to Ellis, May 15,
1782: ibid
. ,
28-29.
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defensive steps. They employed His Majesty's Warships
as escorts for Nova Scotian trading and provision ves-
sels. 12 They sent more troops to garrison provincial out-
posts. 1 ^ In an attempt to decrease the New Englanders
'
cruising time, they refused to honor the paroles of Nova
Scotian captives landed in remote parts of the province,
thereby forcing the rebels to make lengthy trips to the
Commissary of Prisoners in Boston. 14 For a time they
even contemplated seizing Machias (which by this late date
was defended by only a few Yankee militiamen) and turning
it into a station for the Royal Navy. 1 ^
However, in order to stop their tormentors, Nova
Scotians needed far greater forces than those at their
disposal. Yankee piracy and privateering in Nova Scotian
waters consequently reached new heights in both scope and
12His Majesty's Ship Atalanta was especially busy
during this time convoying provision vessels to Fort Cum-
berland and other outposts. See extract of a letter from
Windsor, May 1, 1782: Nova Scotia Gazette , May 14, 1782.
^However, this step was not taken until the
autumn of 1782. See Nova Scotia Gazette , October 22, 1782.
14Nova Scotia Gazette
,
July 23, 1782.
i:,Ellis to Hammond, No. 1, February 20, 1782:
P.R.O.
,
CO. 217/56 , 17-19.
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intensity during the last year of the war. Between the
spring of 1782 and the spring of 1783 New Englanders
rocked the colony with an almost constant barrage of
attacks. ^ Settlers never knew where they would strike
next. On one occasion they might be cruising in the
upper regions of Fundy Bay.-^ Another time they might be
lurking near Liverpool Harbor. ° Still again they might
be preying upon trading vessels bound from Halifax to the
South Shore. 19
During the last phase of the war enterprising
Yankees introduced two new privateering tactics which soon
1 fi
"During the last months of the war marauders con-
tinued to seize vessels engaged in lengthy cruises between
Halifax and distant ports; vessels travelling between Nova
Scotia and those few remaining British outposts in the
rebellious colonies; and vessels sailing from one Nova
Scotian port to another. For examples of these different
types of seizure during this period, see Boston Gazette
,
September 16, 1782; Providence Gazette , March 15, 1783;
entry of October 21, 1781: Harvey, ed., Perkins Diary
,
p. 96.
-^See, for example, Nova Scotia Gazette , October
22, 1782.
l^For example, see entry of August 1, 1782:
Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary, p. 148.
1 9See, for example, entry of August 24, 1782:
Harvey, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
, p. 15.?..
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brought consternation and economic stress to the war-
weary Nova Scotians: (1) the cruising in Nova Scotian
waters of American armed vessels in wolf packs; and (2)
the ransoming of captured Nova Scotian vessels and car-
goes .
Throughout most of the Revolution privateering
was a lone -wolf operation in which one or two Yankee ves-
sels would sail along the Nova Scotian coast in search of
prizes. However, during the last months of the war New
England mariners
,
perhaps in an attempt to frighten off
British patrols, began to cruise in small fleets. These
squadrons soon swarmed along the South Shore. ^0 Nova
Scotians who had previously assumed that the only fleets
in their waters were British now panicked at the sight of
a number of sails. ^1
^From Liverpool, Simeon Fei'kins noted on Novem-
ber 4, 1781: "One of the Cole Fleet, a Brigantine, Capt.
Collis, Comes in to the Harbour & Several more Show them-
selves at the mouth of the Harbour, 5 or 6 in Number. Mr.
McLeod fires Several Guns, but they take no Notice of
them." Cole was Benjamin Cole, the Massachusetts priva-
teersman who had earlier invaded Liverpool. See Harvey,
ed. , Perkins Diary
,
p. 98.
21-0n June 3. 3 1782 Simeon Perkins scribbled: "About
11 O'clock, Six Vessels are Coming into the Harbour, which
is alarming at these Difficult times." Fortunately for the
men of Liverpool, the vessels were British. See Harvey,
ed. , Perkins Diary
,
p. 136.
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Increased British vigilance in the North Atlantic
meant that the Yankees ran the risk of losing their Nova
Scotian prizes to His Majesty's Warships. Partly because
of this threat, but also because they recognized that many
of their seizures would be deemed illegal by maritime
courts, the New Englanders introduced ransoming during the
last sixteen months of the war. 2 in exchange for hard
cash, they would return to fishermen their captured ves-
sels. Many impoverished Nova Scotians foresaw further
hardships resulting from this new tactic. Simeon Perkins
probably expressed the sentiments of his countrymen when
he fretted: "This Custom of Ransoming Shallops I fear
will be a great Disadvantage, as the Privateers will now
22So avaricious were the Yankees that they some-
times seized and ransomed rebel privateers. For example,
in June of 1782 the Massachusetts schooner Sally , com-
manded by George Randall, seized the privateer schooner
True Blue
, commanded by Agreen Crabtree, while she was
loading corn at Ball Mills for Frenchman's Bay or Nan-
tucket. However, Randall returned the True Blue to Crab-
tree after the latter agreed to pay a ransom. See Sarah
Randall vs. Agreen Crabtree, October 1788: File Papers
of the Supreme Judicial Court of Suffolk County, V. 874,
Case No. 138031. Available at the Government Center,
Boston
.
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Insist upon either a ransom or that they will Distroy
them, as they find the People are Able to ransom.
Both ransoming and the Yankee fleets played an
important role in one of the great raids of the war: the
assault on Lunenburg, a prosperous South Shore settlement
situated about fifty miles southwest of Halifax. 24 Early
23Entry of November 8, 1781: Harvey, ed., Perkins
Diary
,
p. 98. Many Nova Scotians paid inordinate ransoms
when one considers their straitened circumstances. For
example, one of them, Snow Parker, had to pay 40 before
freebooters would release his shallop and cargo. Another,
Samuel Mack, had to raise £30 or £35 for his cargo of lum-
ber. See entry of October 8, 1781: ibid .
,
p. 98. As the
war drew to a close, the avaricious Yankees demanded even
higher ransoms. The Nova Scotia Gazette
,
March 18, 1783,
reported that in early March one privateersman William
Morgan of Massachusetts, demanded and received £70 before
giving up a Nova Scotian schooner.
^ ^lany Germans came to Nova Scotia in the middle
of the eighteenth century at the request of the British
government, which needed "foreign Protestants" to dilute
the strength of the Acadians. They founded Lunenburg,
named after Lueneburg , a city in Hanover. Surprisingly,
these "loyal Germans" sometimes challenged the British
crown. For example, in 17 54 some Lunenburg settlers
rebelled against the Halifax Government. During the
American Revolution a few Germans sided with the rebels,
but most adopted loyalist or neutral positions. See
L. Richter, "Germans in Nova Scotia," Dalhousie Review ,
XV (January, 1936), pp. 425-434; Murdoch, History , V. 2,
pp. 227-229. Lunenburg during the eighteenth century was
sometimes called Malagash; it should not be confused with
the present-day Northumberland community of Malagash.
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on the morning of July 1, 1782 four Massachusetts pri-
vateers—the brig Hope and the schooners Hero, Scammel
and Dolphin -- joined forces with the New Hampshire armed
vessel Swallow
,
landed ninety men near Lunenburg and
besieged the town. Although some of the settlers refused
to surrender and barricaded themselves in a blockhouse,
several rounds fired from the Hero soon changed their
minds. The Nova Scotia militia mustered on a hill in back
of the town, but the New Englanders landed two cannon and
warned them to keep back or they would burn all the
houses. Resistance thus came to a speedy end.
The invaders, a Yankee account of the affair
admitted, "now fell to plundering with a pleasing and nat-
ural vivacity. "25 They quickly emptied the grocery stores
of their contents: beef, pork, flour, sugar and "good
West-India Rum." Next they turned their attention to the
settlers' houses, taking from them silverware
,
plate,
clothes and furniture. But these spoils served only to
whet the Yankees' appetite. They now threatened to destroy
Lunenburg unless they received a ransom of £1,000. In
order to insure that the terrified townspeople paid this
25Boston Gazette
,
July 15, 1782.
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sum, the invaders took several prominent loyalists as
hostages. Before departing they spiked the town cannon
and carried off most of the citizens' muskets. 26
The panic which followed the raid on Lunenburg
produced feverish defense activities along the South
? 7Shore. 1 But still the assaults continued. During the
^ DFor general accounts of the Lunenburg raid,
see entry of July 4, 1782: Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary ,
p. 144; Boston Gazette , July 15, 1782; Lloyd's Evening
Post
,
September 23-25, 1782; Mather Byles DesBrisay,
History of the County of Lunenburg (Toronto: William
Briggs
,
1895), pp. 62-64. Hereafter cited as DesBrisay,
Lunenburg
, pp. 62-64. The Yankee raid on Lunenburg in
the summer of 1782 proved especially costly for Nova Sco-
tians. Contemporaries estimated that the invaders carried
off property in excess of £8,000 value. See New Hampshire
Gazette, July 13, 1782. Also see Maj. Joseph Pernette to
Michael Francklin, July 3, 17 82: printed in DesBrisay,
Lunenburg
, pp. 65-67. The Nova Scotian government did
its utmost to speed relief to Lunenburg. See Council in
General Assembly, July 4, 1782: P.R.O., CO. 220/14,
504. But in some cases the Lunenburg victims had to wait
many months before the Assembly would even consider their
pleas for financial assistance. One unrelieved petitioner
was Dudley Christopher Jessen, the Lunenburg tax collector.
Although he had suffered greatly at the hands of the Yan-
kees, the Assembly determined that they could not offer
him aid. See Council in General Assembly, October 18,
1783: P.R.O., CO. 220/14, 531.
^Residents of Liverpool were especially nervous.
Simeon Perkins noted on July 4, 17 82: "We View the
Battery & Conclude to make Some repairs." Harvey, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
,
p. 144.
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late summer and autumn of 1782 they continued to seize
vessels, raid fishing communities and insult settlers.
The winter months brought a partial respite for Nova Sco-
tians, but by March of 1783 the Yankees had resumed their
punishing blows. ^ Not until late March did the New
Englanders, anticipating peace, recall their privateers. 7
By the spring of 1783 American raiders had van-
ished from the misty shores of Nova Scotia. The conse-
quences of their activities, however, lingered on. The
Nova Scotian economy lay in ruins. Nova Scotians were
battle-scarred and embittered. The revolutionary movement
in the fourteenth colony had collapsed.
A Ruined Economy
During the last phase of the American Revolution
Yankees, having already raised the Nova Scotian debt to
See, e.g., Nova Scotia Gazette
,
March 18, 1783;
entries of March 1783: Harvey, ed., Perkins Diary
,
pp. 178-180.
2^Even when some New Englanders heard reports of
peace, they continued to prey upon Nova Scotian shipping.
The Nova Scotia Gazette reported that one Salem mariner,
"fearing an order should arrive preventing the sailing of
any more Privateers," put out to sea in a half -outfitted
vessel. He made up for any deficiencies on board his
craft by confiscating stores from a Nova Scotian schooner
that he overwhelmed. See issue of April 1, 1783.
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disastrous proportions, attempted to impose even greater
economic strains upon Nova Scotians. In this endeavor
they found willing allies in the stormy seas and the
Massachusetts legislature, and unwitting ones in the Hali-
fax government and Sir Guy Carleton.
The winters of 1781-1782 and 1782-1783 proved
exceptionally long and harsh for Nova Scotians. As a
result of inclement weather and stormy seas, many settlers,
who often took advantage of the comparative lull in pri-
vateering and piracy during the winter months to purchase
provisions in distant ports, found themselves unable to
put to sea. Those who did challenge rate by embarking
upon lengthy voyages were often lost at sea. 30 Thus Nova
Scotian supplies dwindled, and prices soared.
As the war drew to a close, the Royal Navy made
a final attempt to regain the offensive. British warships
jUSee, for example, entry of January 16, 1782:
Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary
, p. 110; Nova Scotia Gazette ,
May 28, 1782; January 21, 1783. One Nova Scotian who was
lost at sea (on a voyage to New England) was Roger Per-
kins, son of the Liverpool diarist. Although his father
hoped that he might have been captured by a French
cruiser, he never knew for certain the boy's fate. See
entries of November 1; December 28, 1781; April 16, 1782:
Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary , p. 98, p. 106, p. 128.
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and privateers from Halifax and New York City swept
American coastal waters, seizing those few rebel merchant-
men still at sea and snaring many New England privateers
and fishing vessels. This last British attack rekindled
Yankee suspicions that Tory spies were passing on infor-
mation to English naval officers about the movements of
American vessels. Townsfolk in Boston, Salem and Marble-
head viewed with special misgivings those Nova Scotians
who still attempted an illicit trade with Massachusetts.
In January of 17 82 they succeeded in persuading the Massa-
chusetts legislature to enact a law prohibiting the
issuance of safe-conduct passes
to any person or persons of what description soever
to carry goods to Nova Scotia or any place in pos-
session of the Enemy or bring goods from any port in
possesion of the Enemy to this Commonwealth on any
pretence whatever. 31
In their attempts to end the illegal trade between
New Englanders and Nova Scotians, Massachusetts officials
received support from an unexpected source: the Halifax
^Resolution in Both Houses, January 24, 1782:
Mass. Archives, V. 235, 19-20. The Halifax government
naturally exploited this new Yankee legislation. See
Nova Scotia Gazette
,
March 26, 1782.
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government. Acting upon orders from Nova Scotian offi-
cials, British warships diligently tracked down Nova
Scotian vessels trading with the enemy. 32 Royal author-
ities in Halifax brought further economic difficulties to
Nova Scotians by going to considerable lengths to insure
that craft entering Halifax Harbor did not carry contra-
band. 33
A sudden influx of refugees, the largest since
General Howe had arrived in Halifax in 1776, now threw an
additional economic burden upon Nova Scotia and its
impoverished inhabitants. Although there had been a flow
of loyalists to the colony throughout the Revolution, it
was not until the months following Yorktown that a mass
migration began. A large number of Tories had gathered
in New York under the protection of Sir Guy Carieton, who
-^See, for instance, entry of January 4, 17 82:
Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary
, p. 108.
33For example, in March 1782 Halifax officials
issued a notice which prohibited vessels from passing
George's Island (situated in Halifax Harbor) in the night;
instructed all skippers intent upon leaving Halifax to
proceed to the island and show their papers to the guard;
and requested that all vessels entering Halifax proceed
to Frederick's Wharf for an examination of their freight.
See Nova Scotia Gazette, March 26, 1782.
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insisted upon evacuating them before he surrendered the
city to George Washington. Carleton felt that Nova
Scotia, accessible by sea and with large tracts of land
available for colonization, would be a logical choice for
the loyalists. Consequently, many of them began arriving
in the province in 1782.34 gy the end of the war they
numbered some 30,000.35 Their destitute condition created
demands for food, clothing, lumber, tools and livestock--
none of which the colony or its Yankee inhabitants could
supply adequately.
As economic difficulties throughout Nova Scotia
continued to mount, the price of provisions soared.
Inhabitants of the South Shore found themselves imperiled
anew by spiralling costs as well as by the scarcity of
essential supplies. Simeon Perkins' diary dramatically
attests to their distress. At the time of the British
34-See, for example, New Hampshire Gazette
,
Sep-
tember 28, 1782; Gov. John Parr to Thomas Townshend,
No. 1, October 26, 1782: P.R.O., C.O. 217/56, 2-3.
35Parr to Lord North, No. 5, November 1, 1783:
P.R.O., C.O. 217/56, 113. For the economic problems the
newcomers caused in 1783, see Ma j. -Gen. Patterson to
Thomas Townshend, May 20, 1783: P.R.O., C.O. 217/41, 41;
Ma j. -Gen. John Campbell to Lord North, December 18, 1783:
ibid., 31-32.
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surrender at Yorktown the Liverpool trader was already
complaining about the lack of salt. 36 in March of 1782
he noted that he had purchased a barrel of flour at £3
per hundredweight. His seller, Captain Kenswick, Perkins
added, had only six barrels of flour in all, "which is
a little relief, the place being very Destitute . "37 By
November of 1782, however, a summer of intensive priva-
teering had driven the price of flour in Liverpool still
higher. The diarist commented that flour from a prize
sloop had sold from £3.10 to £4 per hundredweight
.
38
Economic distress was by no means limited to the
South Shore communities. Even Halifax, which usually had
some supplies on hand, found itself plagued by provision
shortages and rising prices. By the summer of 1782 the
situation had become so alarming that one victualling
36Entry of October 11, 1781: Harvey, ed. , Per -
kins Diary
,
p. 94.
37Entry of March 27, 1782: Harvey, ed., Perkins
Diary
,
p. 124.
38Entry of November 22, 1782: Harvey, ed., Per -
kins Diary
,
p. 169. At the beginning of the Revolution
the diarist observed that flour in Halifax sold at £1.5
per hundredweight. See entry of August 12, 1775: Innis,
ed. , Perkins Diary ^ p. 98.
235
agent for the army sought immediate relief:
I must beg Leave to observe to you [he wrote
his superior] that the Store of Bread & Flour are
reduced so very low as not to exceed a sufficiency
for the Garrison for above ten Days. And as the
Quantity of Flour for sale in Town is very incon-
siderable, and the price high- -may I therefore beg
you'll give me an Order for the purchase of Four
hundred Barrells without Delay, as there is an
appearance of the Article rising very high in
price, 6c becoming very Scarce. . . .
I earnestly wish & hope that the speedy Arrival
of the Victualers will relieve us from all dread of
Want. . . .39
During that same summer distressed provincial
authorities attempted to prop up the collapsing economy by
alleviating the taxes on Nova Scotians while imposing them
on certain vessels arriving in the colony. The House of
Assembly pleaded with the crown to reduce the settlers'
taxes on rum and molasses .^ Meanwhile, government offi-
cials, angered over the practice of trading vessels and
transports of landing poor and disabled persons in Halifax
in the hope that they would receive charity, determined
J
^John Crawford to Brig. -Gen. John Campbell,
August 14, 1782: P.R.O., CO. 217/41, 13.
40The Humble and Dutifull Adress and Memorial of
the House of Assembly for the Province of Nova Scotia,
June 28, 1782: P.R.O., CO. 217/56, 45-48.
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to tax these craft. 1
Such palliatives came too late. The Nova Scotian
economy lay in ruins. The Assembly, in their petition
to the King for a reduction of taxes, admitted this grim
fact
:
They Humbly beg Leave to represent to your
Majesty [they declared] , that they have in a variety
of Instances Shar'd the Calamuties of the present
unhappy War, that their Coasting Trade has beei.
entirely Stopp'd, and their Foreign Commerce (almost
in its Infancy) destroy'd by the Enemy, their Coasts
and internal Settlements and Bays and Rivers
plunder T d and ravaged by a Merciless Banditti. That
in Order to keep up an intercourse of Supplies
through the back Country they are Compell'd to Open
and make many Extensive Roads, and use every exer-
tion to repel and Check the frequent inroads of the
Enemy who come up the Bays and Rivers in Arm T d
Boats and Vessells, and disturb the Inhabitants.
To remedy which, they are obliged to Keep all their
Militia in Constant array. The Troops being
entirely withdrawn from some Considerable Fortified
places in the Province, which are left exposed to
the Enemy, who have already, and may again possess
themselves of them, which Occasions additional
Anxieties and alarm to the Inhabitants in their
Vicinity and often oblige them to put in these aban-
doned Exposed Forts, Guards of their Militia, and
in many of the most Exposed Settlements have been
compell'd to Erect Block Houses or small Forts and
4!The Nova Scotia Gazette
,
August 27, 1782, noted
that the owners of these vessels "do not contribute to
the Support of the Poor, or pay any Town Rates or Taxes,
by which Exemption they are on a better footing than the
Inhabitants .
"
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batteries, and to Garrison most of them with their
Militia, at an Enormous Expense and great loss to
the Country. . . .42
A Committee headed by Colonel Richard Peter Tonge
of the provincial militia further supported the dark view
of the Assembly memorialists. Meeting the day after the
Assemblymen had dispatched their petition to the King,
the Tonge Committee presented a frightening but vivid
picture of a Nova Scotia faced with economic disaster:
The situation of the Settlements are truly dis-
tressing [they declared], exposed by being on Bays
and Rivers , to the sudden and repeated Inroads of
plunderers and Robbers, who avail themselves of the
dispersed Situation of the Inhabitants, and fre-
quently strip the People of their Property, to
repel which, as much as is in their Power, they are
obliged to keep constant Militia Watches and Guards,
at a heavy Expence to the Province, and greatly so,
to those who are obliged to do this Duty, by keep-
ing them in perpetual Alarms, which interrupts and
Retards their Business in Husbandry, on which the
Existence of almost all the Inhabitants depend,
nor can they procure Men to keep such Watches and
Guards for them (every Male Individual from Sixteen
to Sixty years old, being mustered in the Militia)
but at a most exorbitant Rate, for when a Man, who
having a large Family who depend solely on his Labor
for their Subsistence, is ordered for any Party or
42The Humble and Dutiful 1 Adress and Memorial of
the House of Assembly for the Province of Nova Scotia,
June 28, 1782: P.R.O., CO. 217/56, 45-48.
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other Duty, and wishes to hire a Man for that pur-
pose, he is frequently obliged to pay two Dollars
per Day. 4-3
Simeon Perkins' diary for the years 1782 and 1783
reveals that neither the Assembly petitioners nor the
Tonge Committee had exaggerated. The picture that the
Liverpool merchant painted during this convulsive time was
of a people doggedly struggling to survive, if only on a
most primitive basis. But each vessel the Yankees seised,
each foray undertaken against the isolated Nova Scotian
settlements, brought the colonists closer to economic ruin
and even starvation.^ Such forfeitures helped unshackle
43Report of Col. Tonge ' s Committee, June 29, 1782:
Journal and Votes of the House of Assembly, pp. 35-36.
Available in unnumbered folder in the House of Assembly
Collection, Public Archives of Nova Scotia, Halifax.
44Thus Perkins showed considerable anxiety when
the Massachusetts privateer Resolution overwhelmed the
schooner Ranger , bound from Bermuda to Nova Scotia, near
Port Mouton. He scribbled:
"I understand the Schooner would have made a fine
Voyage if she had Arrived. They Sold their Boards
for -23.10/ per M. Bermuda Currency, & Fish for 8
Dollars per Quintle. They had on board 750 Bushel
Salt, 10 hhds . Molasses.- 1 hhd. & Some bbls. Sugar,
72 Boxes Lisbon Leomons, Some Jars of Oyl &c. I am
2/3rds of a Quarter Concerned & my Son l/3d of a
Quarter with me. This is a very Great loss to me &
to the Settlement in General. The Voyage would
probably have Clearel £500 if they had arrived Safe,
and the Salt in particular will be much wanted."
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Nova Scotia from its economic dependence upon New England.
Cut off from markets in Massachusetts and Connecticut,
swollen by a flood of refugees, and exhausted by the
incessant Yankee depredations, the province began to
realize that sufficient economic assistance could come
only from England. Consequently, although Boston and
Halifax did resume their old trading habits after the
Treaty of Paris, the connection never reached its former
level. Instead, Nova Scotians became ever more dependent
See entry of March 14, 1782: Harvey, ed., Perkins Diary
,
p. 121. On another occasion, after the entrapment of
three vessels bound for Liverpool, Perkins concluded that
the seizure had affected virtually all of the community's
leading citizens:
TT I have Lost a bb. Flour & 10 yds. Bed Tyck. Mr.
Tinkham has Lost about £30, The Collins & Major Nath.
Freeman, Considerable, & Capt. Dean . . . £350.
Capt. John Howard Lost about £50 in Sundries he was
Sending to his wife. It is a very heavy loss on the
town.
"
See entry of May 5, 1782: ibid
. , p. 131. Simeon Perkins 1
losses during the last phase of the war proved exception-
ally high. Even during the last month of active priva-
teering and piracy, the diarist suffered at the hands cf
the Yankees. On March 7, 1783, after learning that a
raider had seized a vessel commanded by Bartlett Bradford,
he glumly noted: "I was one Eighth Concerned, which is a
Considerable Loss & Disappointment." Ibid
. , p. 178.
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upon Britain for economic aid.^- -3
For Nova Scotians who had exhibited American sym-
pathies daring the Revolution, the economic consequences
of privateering and piracy proved doubly bitter. Many of
these settlers had themselves suffered greatly at the
hands of the marauders . Now events took an unexpected
and ugly turn. Nova Scotians who had supported the crown
during the war demanded compensation for the losses they
had sustained from the privateers. They commenced suits
against and recovered judgments from the former republi-
cans by alleging that these people had actively abetted
the enemy. While in many instances the Tory accusations
^Following the Treaty of Paris, the British gov-
ernment bolstered the Nova Scotian economy by ordering
large amounts of timber from the province. A Whitehall
memorandum, dated June 2, 1783, pointed out that, since
the lands from whence masts for the Royal Navy had
hitherto been obtained were now part of the United States,
it had become necessary to reserve "for the Use of His
Majesty such Lands in the province of Nova Scotia, where
there are considerable Growths of Timber fit for Masts
and other Naval Purposes." See P.R.O., CO. 217/35, 303.
Western Nova Scotia, from which most of the timber was
obtained, became the new province of New Brunswick in
1784. The letter books of Henry Duncan, Naval Commis-
sioner at Halifax, give an invaluable record of masts
requisitioned from Nova Scotia by the Royal Navy during
1783 and 1784. They are available at the National Mari-
time Museum, Greenwich.
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proved true, in other cases they were false. Often the
sums awarded to the Tories far exceeded their original
losses. Finally, John Parr, the new Governor of Nova
Scotia, and the House of Assembly ended the witch hunt
by setting up a three-man commission to examine impar-
tially the loyalist claims. ^
Unbridled Terrorism
Although the Massachusetts House of Representa-
tives had passed a resolve in June of 1780 condemning the
atrocious and illegal conduct of many of the piratical
vessels that lurked in Nova Scotian waters, Yankee offi-
cials failed to implement any practical measures for
curbing maritime abuses. Indeed, some New Englanders
seemed sympathetic to the brigands,^ who consequently
^bSee Council in General Assembly, November 18,
1783: P.R.O., CO. 220/14, 556; An Act for the relief of
Sundry of His Majesty's Subjects . . . against whom
Judgments have been recover' d on Account of Losses Sus-
tain'd by the Depredations of the Enemy, December 2, 1783
P.R.O., C.O. 219/17, 39-41; Parr to North, No. 7, Decem-
ber 13, 1783: P.R.O., C.O. 217/56, 177; Council Minutes,
December 8, 1784: P.R.O., C.O. 217/57, 139; Parr to
Sydney, No. 20, April 29, 1785: P.A.N.S., V. 47.
^For example, in April 1782 Salem privateers
invaded the home of Seth Barnes of Yarmouth, proceeded to
ransack it and then stole a number of valuables. When
Barnes, who had long given aid to escaped American
prisoners -of -war
,
appealed to the Massachusetts General
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continued to violate maritime law with impunity.
Court for compensation, he received authority to insti-
tute legal proceedings against the culprits. But the
maritime court before which the Nova Scotian appeared to
present his case was in Salem, home town of his tormen-
tors. Consequently, the unhappy Barnes did not receive
an award. See Resolve of the House of Representatives,
June 19, 1782: Mass. Archives, V. 237, 17-20; Petition
of Seth Barnes, July 1, 1782: ibid
.
, 210. Both
reprinted in Poole, Annals
, pp. 127-128.
^Sometimes Yankees went to considerable lengths
to have their prizes libelled in maritime courts where
they felt they would receive a favorable verdict. One
such privateersman was George Randall. In the autumn of
17 81 he seized the Portuguese schooner Nossa Senhora de
Seledade St. Miguel e Almas in St. Margaret's Bay, near
Halifax. Since the master of the schooner, Vincente Doo,
spoke no English, Randall was anxious to have the vessel
libelled at either Pownalborough or Falmouth in Eastern
Massachusetts. He reasoned that the only Portuguese
interpreter in Boston would refuse to travel so great a
distance, as would most of the witnesses . Moreover, the
privateersman knew that, if the case were held in the
Eastern District, it would be heard in February of 1782,
a time when transportation between Boston and the down-
east communities was at a standstill. When the dis-
traught Doo argued that the trial date was most incon-
venient, Randall's attorney blithely responded that
February had been picked because "that is usually the
pleasantest part of the winter & the best time for
Travelling." Maritime court officials did not agree, how-
ever, and the case was heard in Boston. Randall now
claimed that his prize had British owners and carried
British manufactures. Doo vehemently denied these
charges, declaring that the schooner had been registered
in Portugal, had Portuguese owners, and had carried only
beef and butter. He further stated that he had been
bound for an American port but a strong wind had blown
him off course. The admiral zy court, finding his story
plausible, ordered his vessel and cargo released. But
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Several incidents during the last year of the war
involving the sons of persons well-known to the Yankees
show that they wished to frighten and humiliate, as well
as rob, a defenseless enemy. On one occasion, when
raiders seized a vessel in the Bay of Fundy, they found
an unexpected passenger: the son of Captain Henry Mowat,.
the British naval officer whose shelling of Falmouth in
1775 and spirited defense of Penobscot in 1779 had
thoroughly enraged the New Englanders. The lad proved
fortunate enough to escape his captors, so they had to
vent their fury on another prisoner, a hapless Negro, whom
they proceeded to strip of all clothing.^ Qn another
the angry Randall did not easily accept defeat. He next
appealed the case to the United States Supreme Court.
However, that august body, after deliberating some months,
agreed with the lower court's decision and ordered the
luckless Randall to give up the schooner. See Petition
of Vincente Doo, January 16, 1782: Documentary History
,
V. 19, pp. 382-384; Theophilus Bradbury, Esq., vs. Vin-
cente Doo. n.d.: ibid., pp. 389-391; Revolutionary War
Prize Cases, 1776-1787, V. 10, Case No. 88. Originals of
this last-mentioned source are available at the National
Archives in Washington, D.C., but the University of
Massachusetts has the series on microfilm.
49Rev. Jacob Bailey to Alexander Thompson,
September 19, 1782: Bailey Papers, V. 4, G.A. #4.
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occasion, brigands lurking in the waters near Barrington
wounded the son of Captain Ephraim Dean, a Liverpool
trader whose well-publicized American sympathies had
earned him a stay of several months in the Halifax Gaol
during 1777-1778. When Captain Dean learned that his son
had been seriously hurt, he immediately set out in a ves-
sel to bring the boy home. But on his return to Liverpool
he fell in with the Salem . Although the Yankees aboard
this craft did allow Dean to take his son to Liverpool
Harbor, they then seized the distraught skipper's vessel,
"notwithstanding all his pleas & remonstrances Concerning
his Son's Illness." 50
Such actions helped produce a wave of hysteria
in Nova Scotia in 1782, an exaggerated response to Yankee
brutality and lawlessness. Long exposed to the wanton
excesses of privateering, Nova Scotians now showed signs
of cracking under the strain. The terrified settlers
seemed willing to go to any lengths to avoid their ruf-
fian cousins. An engaging piece of nonsense, printed in
50Entry of October 10, 1782: Harvey, ed. , Per -
kins Diary
,
p. 162.
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the Nova Scotia Gazette
,
reveals, albeit in exaggerated
form, the degree of their frenzy. The Gazette reported
the experiences of one Jonathan Safe, a sailor on board
a small vessel bound from Windsor to Fort Cumberland at
the time of its seizure. Jonathan, who had been taken
several times beforehand, "and very ill treated,"
determined to avoid further Yankee mistreatment at all
costs. Willing to risk even drowning, he prevailed upon
a mate to barrel him up in an oatmeal cask and fling him
overboard. Cast about on the rough seas for eight days,
he survived on several biscuits. Unfortunately, the same
"reble privateer" which had seized Jonathan's vessel
now came across the barrel. Curious about the stench
emanating from their find, the Yankees opened the cask.
But when one avaricious seaman stuck his hand in the bar-
rel, Jonathan, faint from hunger, bit off his thumb and
forefinger. With that the brigands, fearing that they
had discovered a demon, quickly resealed the barrel and
heaved it overboard. Poor Jonathan now bobbed about for
another twelve days before being washed ashore. The
plucky Nova Scotian managed to push out the bung from the
barrel, only to be confronted by a large white bear. He
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grabbed the bear from behind., and the frightened creature
"fell a galloping as if the Devil was at his tail," taking
both barrel and seaman with him. For twenty miles the
beast ran, dragging Jonathan over hedges and ditches.
Finally, he darted between two closely-spaced trees,
smashing the cask to pieces. Freed from his confinement,
Jonathan Safe lay exhausted on the ground, where he was
soon found by a boy from a nearby house. So weak was the
sailor that he could not speak for several days, when,
the Gazette solemnly concluded, "he disclosed this to be
a matter of fact. "51
This amusing tall story helps shed light on the
ever-growing fear with which the Nova Scotians had come
to regard the "piratical" rebels. Even the humor of the
settlers now dwelt at length upon their savage foe, from
whom they, like Jonathan Safe, would pay any price to
escape
.
As the Yankee privateering offensive reached a
furious crescendo, more and yet more Nova Scotians
trembled with fear. By the spring of 1782 even the
51-Extract of a letter from a Gentleman at Cumber-
land, March 12, 1782: Nova Scotia Gazette , March 26, 1782.
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inhabitants of Yarmouth, who had given succor to their
American brethren since the beginning of the Revolution,
were viewing the New Englanders with undisguised terror.
Petitioning the Massachusetts legislature to halt the
depredations, they declared:
Our apprehensions of danger are heightened by the
frequent threatenings of some, & by the actual
plundering of some others, whom we have treated with
every mark of Friendship & Civility. As our situa-
tion is totally defenceless & exposed to the rapine
and Devastation of every Person base enough to dis-
tress such a People, we most humbly request that
you would in your wisdom find some method to restrain
& prevent your Privateers from coming on shore to
annoy & interrupt us in the peaceable enjoyment of
our property 6c families. . . . 52
If Yankee outrages left Nova Scotians trembling
with fear, they also left them shaking with anger. Seven
years of almost-incessant attacks had strained Nova Sco-
tian patience to the utmost. Now the embittered settlers
52petition of the Inhabitants of Yarmouth, April
29, 1782: Mass. Archives, V. 237, 232. Because of Yar-
mouth's many services to the American cause, Massachusetts
authorities did move to end Yankee harassment of this one
Nova Scotian community. On July 5, 1782 the Massachusetts
legislature passed a resolve stating that henceforth Yar-
mouth was off-limits for the marauders, Moreover, it gave
the inhabitants of Yarmouth the right to appear in Mass-
achusetts courts to prosecute any violators of the
resolve. See Poole, Annals
,
p. 126. In most cases, how-
ever, officials in Massachusetts and the other New England
states do not appear to have been unduly concern^:- about
the Yankee attacks.
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exploded. An article in the Nova Scotia Gazette perhaps
best expressed their fury when it described the New
Englanders as "Piractical Rebels" and "miscreants" who
intentionally flocked to the undefended parts of the prov-
ince to plunder houses, kill livestock and terrorize
"peaceable Settlers." 53 Nova Scotians petitioning the
Massachusetts General Court expressed similar sentiments.
Seth Barnes, for example, raged about "the predatory
Attacks of unfeeling Sailors, who, armed against enemies
in Arms, take advantage of their Commissions to carry
Devastation to the fire Sides of the defenceless." 5^
Barnes had long been one of the most enthusiastic sup-
porters of the American cause in Nova Scotia.
Angry declarations in both the Nova Scotia Gazette
and petitions to Massachusetts authorities naturally must
53Issue of October 22, 1782. The Gazette
,
while
printing many stories about the marauders' outrages, was
quick to point out the humanity with which Nova Scotians
treated captured New Englanders. For example, it
reprinted an article from a Boston newspaper in which some
privateersmen who had been taken by a British frigate but
later released proclaimed that they had baen "used with
uncommon humanity and kindness not only when on board, but
also at their arrival in Halifax." See issue of September
11, 1781.
54Petition of Seth Barnes, July 1, 1782: Mass
Archives, V. 237, 210. Reprinted in Poole, Annals, p. 128.
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be viewed with suspicion. Halifax officials subjected
the Gazette to pressure, while the Nova Scotian memorial-
ists, intent upon recovering lost valuables, tended to use
strong words in an attempt to put the marauders in a poor
light. Nevertheless, Nova Scotians' resentment over Yan-
kee wrongdoing reached a new level of intensity during the
last months of the war. Few expressed this animosity as
vividly as Simeon Perkins. Commenting upon the American
seizure of Ephraim Dean's vessel, Perkins fumed about this
"most Scandalous proceeding in them people who are Gen-
erally treated well by our people on all Occasions ."
Shortly thereafter, when the diarist learned that a Massa-
chusetts privateer commanded by Captain Nathaniel Perkins
of Salem had overwhelmed a Nova Scotian vessel bound from
Barrington to Halifax, he acidly noted: "I am sorry to
have a Name Sake in so Contemptable Employment .
"
^
Perhaps the best indicator of the intensity of
Nova Scotian bitterness and indignation over Yankee
55Entry of October 10, 1782: Harvey, ed. , Per -
kins Diary
, p. 162.
56Entry of October 12, 1782: Harvey, ed. , Per -
kins Diary
, p. 162. Capt. Nathaniel Perkins had made his
presence known to other Nova Scotians at an earlier date.
See, e.g., Boston Gazette
,
July 8, 1782.
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harassment was the large number of privateers that the
hard-pressed settlers continued to fit out. In spite of
catastrophic losses, Nova Scotians still managed to
scrape together enough money to send out armed vessels
in search of merchantmen and revenge. The battered
inhabitants of Liverpool proved especially enthusiastic
in this endeavor. During the autumn of 1782 they pooled
their dwindling resources to purchase the privateer Lugger
,
later renamed the Dreadnaught . ^ When this vessel over-
whelmed a number of valuable prizes, ^8 the men of Liver-
pool considered fitting out yet another privateer to
torment the New Englanders
.
^ Indeed, they were so intent
upon distressing their enemy that they allowed the
J/ Entry of October 18, 1782: Harvey, ed. , Per -
kins Diary
,
p. 163. When this privateer sailed on a
cruise on March 3, 1783, she had an unlikely commander:
Captain Ephraim Dean, whose shabby treatment by the Yan-
kees had obviously altered his political sentiments.
Ibid
.
,
p. 178.
58Simeon Perkins was soon busy noting her cap-
tures. See, for example, entries of November 18, 1782;
March 14, 1783: Harvey, ed. , Perkins Diary , p. 163, p.
169.
59See entry of March 20, 1783: Harvey, ed.,
Perkins Diary
,
p. 180.
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Dreadnaught to continue cruising after the cessation of
hostilities . ^°
The rage and disgust apparent throughout Nova
Scotia during the years 1782-1783 did not vanish as
quickly as the Yankee privateers. Distrust of and anger
with the Americans remained in the colony for many months
after March 1783.61- Impoverished Nova Scotians, although
desperate for trade with New England, did not forget that
New Englanders were primarily responsible for their desti-
tute condition. Their bitterness helped bind Nova Scotia
ever closer to the crown during the difficult post-war
years
.
Twilight of the Revolutionary Movement
During the autumn of 1775 the privateer schooner
Harrison
, commanded by Captain William Coit of Connecticut,
60fojhe.n the Dreadnaught captured a Yankee brig
after the announcement of the cessation of hostilities,
Halifax authorities made the men of Liverpool give her
up. See entries of April 16; May 1, 1783: Harvey, ed.
,
Perkins Diary
, pp. 183-184.
61-By mid-1783 feelings toward the Americans had
risen to such a bitter pitch that; when some Nova Scotians
saw an American flag flying from a settler's house (pre-
sumably put up by some "Young People who were then
playing Skittles"), they took the settler to court. See
Nova Scotia Gazette
, June 10, 1783.
252
seized two Nova Scotian vessels, the schooner Industry
and the sloop Polly
, laden with supplies for beleaguered
British troops in Boston. Captain Coit, renowned for his
bitter sense of humor, decided to bait his Nova Scotian
prisoners. He sent the two Nova Scotian skippers, Charles
Coffin and Sibeline White, ashore at Plymouth Rock, where
"our ancestors first trod when they landed in America."
Here they gave three cheers and wished every success to
Ameri can arms . ^ 2
By the spring of 1783 few Nova Scotians were will-
ing to cheer the American cause, much less applaud rebel
military victories. During the long years between the
capture of the Margaretta in Machias Bay and the signing
of the Treaty of Paris their enthusiasm for American
ideals had greatly weakened. Yankee privateers hr.d played
a decisive role in this development. During the first two
years of the war Nova Scotians had seethed with indigna-
tion at their forays. But New England officials had done
little to correct the situation. Consequently, as the
62Quoted by Isaac J. Greenwood, Captain John
Manley, Second in Rank in the United States Navy (Boston:
C. E . Goodspeed & Co., 1915), p. 10.
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privateersmen lashed Nova Scotia throughout 1781 and 1782,
the revolutionary movement in the colony weakened and
died.
Its passing went almost unnoticed. Royal authori-
ties in the Maritime Provinces, who during the frantic
first years of the Revolution had penned urgent dispatches
filled with dire warnings about Nova Scotian radicalism
and the threat of insurrection, now casually turned their
attention to other matters. 63 British newspapers, which
had commented extensively upon unrest in Nova Scotia
throughout much of the war, now reported that all remained
quiet in the remote outpost. 64 Massachusetts officials,
never very interested in the fate of the colony, did not
63As late as September 16, 1781, Walter Patterson,
Governor of Saint John T s Island, felt obliged to write
Ma j. -Gen. John Campbell in Halifax that some of the
Acadian and Yankee settlers "in our neighbourhood"
remained disaffected, even to the point of welcoming a
French invasion. See P.R.O.
,
CO, 226/7, 154-155. This
dispatch contained the last important reference by a gov-
ernment official to revolutionary sentiment in the
Maritime Provinces that the present writer could find.
The privateering offensive following Yorktown obviously
played an important role in cooling republican ardor in
Nova Scotia.
See, for example, Lloyd's Evening Pest , Decem-
ber 6-9, 1782.
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even remark on their lost opportunity. Indeed, p obably
only a handful of disappointed dissidents at Machias felt
chagrin at the failure to add a fourteenth star to the
new American flag. 65
By 1783 only a few isolated pockets of American
sympathizers, located primarily in Western Nova Scotia
and along the Northumberland Coast, remained in the prov-
ince. Yankee privateering and piracy had proven an excel-
lent antidote for the virus of Nova Scotian republicanism.
Without doubt, the raiders had assisted the American cause
by spreading terror among loyalists and preventing the
crown from transferring soldiers, warships and supplies
from a relatively-safe Nova Scotia to more threatened
parts of the British Empire. But by indiscriminately
attacking settlers in Nova Scotia, the Yankees had
One republican at Machias had so fervently hoped
to see Nova Scotia in the American union that his ability
to appraise the downeast situation had become greatly
distorted. Writing to the Massachusetts Council on June
16, 1781, Col. John Allan had described Nova Scotia as
bubbling with rebellion and ripe for the plucking. He
had further added that Nova Scotian radicals were busy
assaulting provincial outposts. See Mass. Archives, V.
203, 326-328. By this late date, of course, this assess-
ment was little more than wishful thinking.
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alienated a people who were, for the most part, either
receptive to republican principles or indifferent to the
crown. By abandoning privateering for piracy they had
turned sympathy into antipathy.
CHAPTER IX
LOST OPPORTUNITIES
Although some historians have either failed to
recognize or denied the existence of a potentially strong
republican movement in Nova Scotia during the American
Revolution, such a movement did indeed exist. During the
crucial decade 1765-1775 Nova Scotians, the majority of
them New England emigrants, displayed the same symptoms
of dissent that were sweeping the land of their birth:
the establishment of a revolutionary press, arguments
with the Royal Governor about the division of power be-
tween crown and colony, and angry demonstrations when it
appeared that the mother country was infringing upon colo-
nial rights. During the critical months of 1775 and 1776,
as New Englanders turned from protest to revolution, a
radical minority of Nova Scotians set up Committees of
Safety and plotted rebellion. Only a handful of merchants
in Halifax remained unwavering in their support of the
crown, and they proved unable to influence the political
sentiments of the majority of settlers. Fear of armed
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insurrection gripped the Halifax government.
But Nova Scotia remained within the British
Empire. That it did so was due in large measure to the
role played by New England privateers and pirates, who
first precluded the possibility of revolution in the prov-
ince and then turned Nova Scotian sympathy into antipathy.
During the decisive years 1775 and 1776, when
downeast dissidents in both Eastern Massachusetts and Nova
Scotia looked forward to a full-scale American invasion of
the fourteenth colony, British warships swept Yankee mer-
chantmen from the seas. With their lucrative global trade
interrupted, frustrated New Englanders sought other
avenues to wealth. Their attention focused upon Nova Sco-
tia, which, because of its proximity to New England,
offered the mariners a splendid chance to recoup their
losses
.
Soon a tidal wave of Yankee privateers and pirates
surged along the Nova Scotian shores. The intruders
seized vessels, invaded shore towns and spread consterna-
tion throughout the colony. The sudden impact of their
presence, while not strong enough to chas<^ British men-of-
war from the Halifax station, proved sufficiently powerful
to brush Nova Scotian vessels from the North Atlantic.
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Thus the privateers and pirates kept the potentially
rebellious settlements of Nova Scotia isolated from each
other during the crucial period of the struggle for the
colony. If these settlements had been alerted to the
presence of revolutionary sentiment throughout the prov-
ince as well as the invasion strategy of the Machias
militants, Nova Scotia might well have chosen to cast its
lot with rebellious New England. But by driving friendly
Nova Scotian vessels from the seas the Yankee sailors
destroyed the isolated Nova Scotians' only means of com-
munication with one another and the outside world. Thus
the New Englanders unintentionally made a mockery of
Jonathan Eddy 1 s strategy of building an army of libera-
tion upon the disaffected of Nova Scotia.
Even after the Yankee defeat at Fort Cumberland
many Nova Scotians clung stubbornly to their republican
principles. Indeed, some diehards proclaimed their sup-
port for the Revolution well after the American disaster
at Penobscot. But now a variety of factors began to des-
troy the radical movement in Nova Scotia. ^ Most important
-'-First of all, Nova Scotians were disheartened by
New England's lack of interest in spreading the Revolution
to the fourteenth colony, a lack of interest which became
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of these was privateering and piracy. While the raiders'
destruction of the means of communication between Nova
Scotian and New Englander , and between Nova Scotian and
Nova Scotian, was certainly inadvertent, their lawless
and inhumane conduct was not. Greedy for the spoils of
war and certain that Nova Scotian attempts at neutrality
in reality reflected Tory sympathies, the Yankees, acting
more as pirates than as privateers, invaded coastal com-
munities, destroyed houses, stole private property, mis-
treated prisoners, made illegal seizures and terrorized
settlers. They remained indifferent to the impassioned
pleas for mercy and moderation from both frantic Nova Sco-
tians and concerned American officials. Indeed, their
all too apparent when the tiny and poorly-armed forces of
Jonathan Eddy and John Allan invaded the western lands.
Secondly, the increase in British troops and warships in
Nova Scotia after 1776, and the boost that these auxil-
iaries gave to the provincial economy, convinced some
settlers that a further pursuit of republicanism was no
longer in their interest. Thirdly, an influx of loyalist
refugees diluted revolutionary strength in many parts of
the colony. Fourthly, a religious revivalism, beginning
after 1776 and soon sweeping the province, apparently
sapped the enthusiasm of many potential revolutionaries
.
Fifthly, the Franco-American Alliance, coupled with per-
sisting reports that the rebels had agreed to French
demands for the return of Acadia, convinced many Nova
Scotians that their Yankee cousins had abandoned them for
the sake of a military pact with an ancient enemy.
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outrages increased as Yankee defeats in Nova Scotia and
at Penobscot whetted their desire for revenge.
Although the Yankees wreaked economic havoc upon
the hapless Nova Scotians throughout the war, they stepped
up their activities markedly after 1776 in the belief
that, where Eddy T s invasion had failed to topple the Hali-
fax government, their depredations might succeed. Their
assaults did indeed put a grave economic strain upon royal
authorities, who had to allot irreplaceable sums of money
for defense. But the attacks placed an even greater
economic burden upon the Nova Scotians themselves. Impov-
erished settlers found themselves encumbered by enormous
tax increases, unable to embark upon trading voyages or
even harvest crops, and in many cases lacking the most
essential of provisions.
As the depredations increased, the pendulum of
Nova Scotian opinion swung slowly at first, but with
increasing momentum, against the American cause. The vast
majority of Nova Scotians, who had hoped to adopt an out-
wardly neutral stance during the struggle, now looked to
the crown for military and economic assistance. As the
assaults continued unchecked, they began to see the crown
in a more favorable light. The minority of settlers who
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had viewed the Revolution as a struggle between colonial
rights and British oppression also felt growing resent-
ment over the continuing harassment. By 1783 only a few
diehard dissidents remained in a province which in 1775
had seemed to Tories and republicans alike ready to raise
the banner of rebellion. Thus the Yankee privateers and
pirates, whose depredations had placed Nova Scotia beyond
the grasp of the revolutionaries during the initial,
crucial phase of the war, compounded their blunder by
destroying the traditional friendship of the Nova Scotian
people
.
APPENDIX A
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE REGULATION OF PRIVATEERS
The following is a reproduction of the general in-
structions issued by the Continental Congress on April 3,
1776 for the regulation of privateers and letters of
marque
:
I. You may, by force of arms, attack, subdue, and
take all ships and other vessels, belonging to the inhab-
itants of Great Britain, on the high seas, or between high
water and low water mark; except ships and vessels bring-
ing persons who intend to settle and reside in the United
Colonies; or bringing arms, ammunition, or war-like stores,
to the said colonies, for the use of such inhabitants
thereof as are friends to the American cause, which you
shall suffer to pass unmolested, the commanders thereof
permitting a peaceable search, and giving satisfactory in-
formation of the contents of the ladings, and destinations
of voyages,
II. You may, by force of arms, attack, subdue,
and take all ships and other vessels whatsoever, carrying
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soldiers, arms, gun- powder
,
ammunition, provisions, or any
other contraband goods, to any of the British armies or
ships of war employed against these colonies.
III. You shall bring such ships and vessels, as
you shall take, with their guns, rigging, tackle, apparel,
furniture, and ladings, to some convenient port or ports
of the United colonies, that proceedings may thereupon be
had, in due form, before the courts, which are, or shall
be there appointed to hear and determine causes, civil and
maritime
.
IV. You, or one of your chief officers, shall
bring or send the master and pilot, and one or more prin-
cipal person or persons of the company of every ship or
vessel by you taken, as soon after the capture as may be,
to the judge or judges of such court as aforesaid, to be
examined upon oath, and make answer to the interrogatories
which may be propounded, touching the interest or property
of the ship or vessel, and her lading; and, at the same
time, you shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the
judge or judges, all passes, sea-briefs, charter-parties,
bills of lading, cockets, letters, and other documents and
writings found on board, proving the said papers, by the
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affidavit of yourself, or of some other person present at
the capture, to be produced as they were received, without
fraud, addition, subduction, or embezzlement.
V. You shall keep and preserve every ship or
vessel, and cargo, by you taken, until they shall, by a
sentence of a court properly authorized, be adjudged law-
ful prizes; not selling, spoiling, wasting, or diminishing
the same, or breaking the bulk thereof, nor suffering any
such thing to be done
.
VI. If you, or any of your officers or crew, shall,
in cold blood, kill or maim, or by torture or otherwise,
cruelly, inhumanly, and, contrary to common usage, and the
practice of civilized nations in war, treat any person or
persons surprized in the ship or vessel you shall take, the
offender shall be severely punished.
VII. You shall, by all convenient opportunities,
send to Congress written accounts of the captures you shall
make, with the number and names of the captives, copies of
your journal from time to time, and intelligence of what
may occur or be discovered concerning the designs of the
enemy, and the destination, motions, and operations of
their fleets and armies.
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VIII. One- third, at least, of your whole company
shall be landsmen.
IX. You shall not ransom any prisoners or captives
but shall dispose of them in such manner, as the Congress,
or, if that be not sitting in the colony whither they shall
be brought, as the general assembly, convention, or council
or committee of safety, of such colony, shall direct.
X. You shall observe all such further instructions
as Congress shall hereafter give in the premises, when you
shall have notice thereof.
XI. If you shall do any thing contrary to these
instructions, or to others hereafter to be given, or will-
ingly suffer such thing to be done, you shall not only
forfeit your commission, and be liable to an action for
breach of the condition of your bond, but be responsible
to the party grieved for damages sustained by such mal-
versation.
•^•Journals of the Cont inental Coagress
,
V . 4
,
pp. 253-254.
APPENDIX B
A LIST OF VESSELS SAILING FROM
HALIFAX TO LONDON, 17 78-1781
To what extent did Yankee privateers interfere
with intercourse between Halifax and London? Many dif-
ficulties exist in making an evaluation. First of all,
Lloyd's Register of Shipping
,
which purports to list all
vessels entering and leaving the British capital during
the Revolutionary War, is incomplete for some months and
contains many errors. Secondly, existing records for ves-
sels entering and leaving Halifax cover only the months
from July 1778 to November 1781 and are incomplete for
even this short period.
Fortunately, some attempt at assessing the flow of
vessels from Halifax to London (but not from London to
Halifax) can be made by comparing the incomplete Halifax
list with the Greenwich Hospital Records, P.R.O.,
Adm. 68/203 and Adm. 68/204. These records give vital in-
formation concerning every vessel that entered the Port of
London during the war years. They report that fifty-five
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craft arrived in London from Halifax during the period
1775-1783. A comparison of these two sets of records
reveals that one-third of the vessels which left Halifax
for the British capital during the years 1778-1781 did not
reach their destination:
RIG, NAME & MASTER DEPARTURE DATE ARRIVAL DATE
Snow Beaver (Potter) July 6, 1778 Feb. 18, 1779
Ship Betsey (Holliday) Sept . 24, 1778
Brig Mary (McCulloch) Oct. 14, 1778
V) -urn -f .Brig Hibernia (Earns) Nov
.
20, 1778
Ship Adamant (Wyatt) Feb. 20, 1779 April 8, 1779
Ship St. Lawrence (Abbott) Feb. 20, 1779 March 30, 1779
Ship Adamant (Wyatt) Aug. 9, 1779 Nov. 3, 1779
Ship St. Lawrence (Abbo tt) 9 1779 Nov. 3, 1779
Ship Adamant (Wyatt) May O , 1 / OU July 17, 1780
Ship St. Lawrence (Abbo tt) May 8, 1780 July 17, 1780
Brig John & Mary (Haw) Oct. 19, 1780
Ship Adamant (Wyatt) Nov. 20, 1780 Jan
.
29, 1781
Ship St. Lawrence (Abbo tt) Nov. 21, 1780 Jan 29, 1781
Ship Adamant (Wyatt) May 5, 1781 July 4, 1781
Ship St. Lawrence (Abbo tt) May 5, 1781 July 3, 1781
Brig Albion (Savage) July 19, 1781
Brig Sea Horse (Liston) Sept . 8, 1781
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The above list reveals how slender were the means
of communication between London and Halifax during the
Revolution. According to the incomplete Halifax list,
only seventeen vessels departed from the Nova Scotian
capital for London during the middle years of the con-
flict. Of these, six did not reach the Thames. Perhaps
they were lost in stormy seas or forced to change courses,
but in all probability privateers seized them. Thus, with
the single exception of the snow Beaver
,
only the trading
ships Adamant and St. Lawrence managed to slip the Yankee
blockade and maintain communications with the British
Isles during this period.
APPENDIX C
A LIST OF NOVA SCOTIAN VESSELS LIBELLED
IN NEW ENGLAND PRIZE COURTS
How many Nova Scotian vessels did the Yankee
privateers and pirates and their allies seize and libel in
the New England prize courts? Unfortunately, no way exists
to determine the exact number. Prize court records pre-
served throughout New England are far from complete. More-
over, the maritime courts, which did not begin to function
until the spring of 1776, usually did not record the ports
of disembarkation and destination of prizes, thus making
it extremely difficult to determine which vessels were
-i
bound to or from Nova Scotia at the time of capture.
Nevertheless, one can list some Nova Scotian ves-
sels libelled in New England and give vital data about them
•^Prize courts did not concern themselves solely
with captured vessels. Sometimes they heard cases dealing
with articles taken from Nova Scotian vessels as well as
goods seized by buccaneers during their frequent forays in-
to Nova Scotia. See, e.g., Notice of Libels, Boston
Gazette, May 25, 1778; New Hampshire Gazette
,
August 17,
1782.
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by comparing the Notices of Libels (which appeared
regularly in the New England newspapers) with a list of
o
prizes compiled from numerous sources.
Thus this writer has been able to draw up a list
of 225 vessels seized while bound to or from Nova Scotia
and libelled in New England prize courts. From it, the
reader can perhaps draw some tentative conclusions about
the dependence of the impoverished Nova Scotians upon the
British Isles, New York, the West Indies and Bermuda for
essential provisions. Nearly two-fifths of the craft
listed were overwhelmed while bound to or from these places.
^In many cases the sources consulted by this writer
mentioned Nova Scotian prizes which were not listed in the
Notices of Libels. For example, a list of captured British
vessels, printed in Lloyd's Evening Post
,
August 28-30,
1780, reported that the Yankee privateer Pilgrim had seized
the sloop Hope
,
bound from New York to Halifax and laden
with salt, pork and oatmeal, and carried her into Boston.
But no mention of the Hope was made in any New England
Notice of Libels. One can therefore reasonably conclude
that the Pilgrim ' s crew did not bother to libel the sloop
or the British retook her.
-^Not included in the list are vessels owned by Nova
Scotians or vessels which had previously sailed from or to
the fourteenth colony but which had non-Nova Scotian ports
of disembarkation and destination at the time of their cap-
ture. Thus a vessel such as the Nova Scotia Packet is
omitted because at the time of its capture in 1777 it was
bound from Newport to Long Island. Its papers are in the
Connecticut State Library, Hartford.
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The reader can also see that the rapacious priva-
teers neglected few Nova Scotian vessels, regardless of
their size or freight. From the richly-laden, 300-ton
ship Julius Caesar (No. 26) to the nine-ton shallop Polly
(No. 187), with its cargo of fish, the Yankees seized all.
Finally, the reader can perceive that during the
Revolution the buccaneers did indeed smash the lines of
communication between Nova Scotian and New Englander and
between Nova Scotian and Nova Scotian. Nearly one-third
of the vessels listed were seized while sailing from one
Nova Scotian port to another or between New England and
Nova Scotia or from Nova Scotia to fishing waters. (Craft
in this last category often stopped in nearby ports.)
The following symbols have been used in the list
to designate the various prize courts:
E Court for the Eastern District of Massa-
chusetts; it usually held sessions in
Fownalborough
.
M Court for the Middle District of Massa-
chusetts; by far the most active of the
maritime courts, it usually held sessions
in Boston.
S Court for the Southern District of Massa-
chusetts; it usually held sessions in
Plymouth
.
NK Court for Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
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RI Court for Providence, Rhode Island.
NL Court for New London, Connecticut.
H Court for Hartford, Connecticut.
Although Connecticut prize courts operated for a
time in New Haven, Fairfield and Litchfield, they have not
been included in the list because this writer could find
no record of Nova Scotian vessels being tried in these
The following sources were used in the compilation
I. Contemporary New England newspapers.
II. Contemporary British newspapers (including
Rivington's Royal Gazett e and Nova Scotia Gazette )
.
III. Documentary History of the State of Maine
,
V. 14-20 (20 vols.; Portland, Me.: Lefavor-Tower
Company, 1910-1914).
IV. New Hampshire Prize Court Records. Available
at the Rockingham County Office, Exeter, New
Hampshire
.
V. Massachusetts Archives. Available at the State
House, Boston.
VI. Records of the Supreme Judicial Court of
Suffolk County. Available at the Government Center
Boston.
VII. Connecticut Prize Court Records. Available
at the Connecticut State Library, Hartford.
VIII. Rhode Island Prize Court Records. Available
at the State House, Providence.
courts
.
of the list:
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IX. Naval Documents of the American Revolution
,
V. 1-4 ed. by William Bell Clark; V. 5 ed. by
William James Morgan (5 vols.; Washington, D.C.:
United States Government Printing Office, 1964-1971).
X. Lists of British vessels captured by American
privateers. Printed in the Remembrancer .
XI. The diaries of Simeon Perkins.
XII. An Instrument of Protest against the Seizure
of the Sloop Success
,
30 Nov. 1775, by American
rebels on return from Nova Scotia, dated December
27, 1775. Available at the Boston Public Library.
XIII. Gardner W. Allen, A Naval History of the
American Revolution (2 vols.; Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1913).
XIV. Louis F. Middlebrook, History of Maritime
Connecticut during the American Revolution (2 vols.;
Salem, Mass.: The Essex Institute, 1925),
XV. Revolutionary war prizes: records of the
court of appeals in cases of capture, 1776-1787.
Available on microfilm at the University of
Massachusetts
.
XVI . Report of the Board of Trustees of the Public
Archives of Nova Scotia for the year ended 30th
November 1936 . Appendix C gives a list of vessels
entering Halifax from July 4, 1778 to November 15,
1781.
In some cases, papers discovered aboard a captured
vessel gave it more than one name. For all such vessels,
the alternate name goes in parenthesis under the first
name
.
This list does not purport to contain all Nova
Scotian vessels seized during the Revolution. Many more
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were captured, especially during the last years of the war.
But by that late date seizures had become so commonplace
that the New England newspapers (upon which the author
relied heavily in the compilation of the list) failed to
report them.
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SOURCES CONSULTED
I. UNPUBLISHED PRIMARY SOURCES:
Nova Scotia
Bailey, Rev. Jacob. Bailey Papers. Available at the Public
Archives of Nova Scotia, Halifax.
Although these papers represent an ultra-
Tory's view of Nova Scotia during the second half
of the American Revolution, they reveal much about
economic conditions and residual unrest in the
colony
.
Public Archives of Nova Scotia, Halifax.
Contains an invaluable body of material,
concerning many aspects of Nova Scotian affairs
during the Revolution, from correspondence between
the British Secretary of State and Royal Governor
to records of the House of Assembly. Much, but
certainly not all, of this material is duplicated
in the CO. Papers in the Public Record Office.
New Brunswick
Crabtree Family File. Located at the New Brunswick Museum,
Saint John.
Simonds, Hazen and White Papers. Available at the New
Brunswick Museum, Saint John.
Contains incomplete records of shipping
of the Saint John River merchants during the
Revolution.
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New Hampshire
Maritime Court Records. Available at the Rockingham County
Office, Exeter.
Records are in extremely poor physical con-
dition. I could find records of only one Nova
Scotian vessel, the brigantine Lus^nnah (or
Lusannar ) , condemned in New Hampshire.
Miscellaneous Shipping Records. Available at the New
Hampshire Historical Society, Concord.
Contains instructions to New Hampshire
privateers, letters concerning privateering, etc.
Massachusetts
An Instrument of Protest against the Seizure of the Sloop
Succes s, 30 Nov. 1775, by American rebels on
return from Nova Scotia, dated December 27, 1775.
Available at the Boston Public Library.
File Papers of the Supreme Judicial Court of Suffolk
County. Available at the Government Center,
Boston.
Includes valuable maritime court records.
Hallet, John Allen, Journal of a Cruise of the American
Privateer Tyrannicide
,
July—December 1778. Avail-
able at the Boston Public Library.
Massachusetts Archives. Located at the State House,
Boston.
An extremely valuable source. Contains
petitions from Nova Scotians protesting the effects
of privateering, letters from Colonel John Allan,
incomplete maritime court records, etc.
Naval Logs of American Privateers. Available at the Essex
Institute, Salem.
Paine, Robert Treat. Papers. Located at the Massachusetts
Historical Society, Boston.
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Rhode Island
Maritime Court Records. Available at the Archives Center
in the State House, Providence.
Although incomplete, these records are in
excellent condition and contain a number of
affidavits dealing with Nova Scotian prizes.
Connecticut
Maritime Court Records. Located at the Connecticut State
Library, Hartford.
Although some records from all the
Connecticut prize courts are housed in the State
Library, they are incomplete and in very poor
physical condition.
Washington, D.C.
Revolutionary war prizes: records of the court of appeals
in cases of capture, 1776-1787. Although original
are available in the National Archives, the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts has these records on
microfilm.
Great Britain
Dartmouth Collection. Available at the Stafford Record
Office, Staffordshire.
Only a few letters from General Thomas
Gage to Governor Francis Legge deal with military
affairs in Nova Scotia, and they are of secondary
importance
.
Duncan, Henry. Letter Books of the Naval Commissioner at
Halifax, 1783-1784. 2 vols. Available at the
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich.
318
Graves, Samuel. The Conduct of Vice -Admiral Graves in
North America in 1774, 1775 and January 1776.
Available at the British Museum, London.
Reveals the military and naval weaknesses
which confronted Nova Scotia at the beginning of
the war.
Naval Logs of British Warships. Available at the National
Maritime Museum, Greenwich.
Public Record Office, London.
Contains by far the most important body
of papers. The Colonial Office Papers were
especially helpful. CO. 217 and CO. 226 hold
correspondence to the Secretary of State from,
respectively, Nova Scotia and Saint John's Island.
The lengthy reports of Francis Legge, Mariot
Arbuthnot and Sir Richard Hughes, available in
CO. 217, give vivid accounts of the often dis-
astrous effects of privateering. CO. 219 con-
tains acts passed by the Nova Scotian Assembly,
many of them dealing with privateering. The Nova
Scotia Sessional Papers, available in CO. 220,
contain minutes and reports of the Halifax Coun-
cil and Assembly. Of the Admiralty Papers, Adm.
1/485 is of special interest, holding many letters
from Vice-Admiral Samuel Graves to Philip Stephens
which deal with privateering in Nova Scotian
waters. The Greenwich Hospital Records, Adm.
68/203 and Adm. 68/204, lists vessels entering
the Thames during the Revolution.
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel Papers. Avail-
able at S.P.G. Headquarters, London.
The correspondence of missionaires in Nova
Scotia sheds light on republican sentiments in the
province
.
II. PUBLISHED PRIMARY SOURCES:
Alline, Rev. Henry. The Life and Journal of the Rev. Mr.
Henry Alline . Boston: Gilbert and Dean, 1806.
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Bailey, Rev. Jacob. The Frontier Missionary . Notes and
appendix by William S. Bartlet. New York: Stan-
ford and Swords, 1853.
Burke, Edmund. The Works of the Right Honourable Edmund
Burke: A New Edition , Vol. 3. London: F. C. 6c
J. Rivington, 1808.
Calef, John. The Siege of Penobscot by the Rebels, con-
taining a Journal of the Proceedings . London:
G. Kearsley in Fleet-Street, 1781.
Includes dispatches between Solomon Lovell
and Dudley Saltonstall, a list of American vessels
destroyed at Penobscot, etc.
Documentary History of the State of Maine ( Collections of
the Maine Historical Society
,
Second Series), 20
vols. Edited by James Phinney Baxter. Portland,
Me.: Lefavor-Tower Company, 1910-1914.
Contains a mass of material, much of it
taken from the Massachusetts Archives, dealing
with Eastern Massachusetts during the Revolution,
and is especially valuable for its documents on
the Penobscot expedition. Contains numerous typo-
graphical errors.
Force, Peter, ed. American Archives . Fourth Series, 6
vols.; Fifth Series, 3 vols. Washington, D.C.:
United States Government Printing Office, 1837-1853
Ford, W. C. , ed. Journals of the Continental Congress
,
1774-1789
, 34 vols. Washington, D.C.: United
States Government Printing Office, 1904-1937.
Jameson, John Franklin. Privateering and Piracy in the
Colonial Period . New York: The Macmillan Company,
1923.
Illustrative documents.
Kidder, Frederic, compiler. Military Operations in East-
ern Maine and Nova Scotia during the Revolution .
Albany, N.Y. : Joel Munsell, "l867.
Compiled chiefly from the journals and let-
ters of Colonel John Allan, available in the Massa-
chusetts Archives.
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Lawson, J. Murray, compiler. Reco rd of the Shipping of
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia . Saint John, N.B. and Yar-
mouth, N.S.: J. & A. McMillan, 1876.
Gives an incomplete list of vessels owned
in Yarmouth during the Revolutionary period.
Lincoln, Charles Henry, ed. Naval Records of the American
Revolution, 1775-1788
. Washington, D.C.: United
States Government Printing Office, 1906.
Contains a list of bonds of Continental
letters of marque.
Lincoln, William, ed. Journals of Each Provincial Congress
in Massachusetts in 1774 and 1775 . Boston: Dutton
and Wentworth, 1838.
Lloyd's Register of Shipping
,
1775-1783. London: Gregg
Press, n.d.
In spite of some inaccuracies and incomplete
listings, Lloyd's Register remains a valuable
guide to vessels bound to and from Nova Scotia dur-
ing the Revolution.
Mowat
,
Capt. Henry. "Captain Henry Mowat's Account," The
Magazine of History
,
Extra Edition, Vol. Ill,
No. 11 (1910).
A participant in the Penobscot campaign
gives his account of the battle and its after-
effects.
Naval Documents of the American Revolution , V. 1-4 ed, by
William Bell Clark; V. 5 ed. by William James
Morgan. Washington, D.C.: United States Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1964-1971.
Although the first five volumes of this
projected multivolumed series traces the course of
the war only through July of 1776, they contain a
wealth of material on Nova Scotia during this peri-
od. The series includes documents from the Public
Archives of Nova Scotia, the Public Record Office,
the British Museum, the Massachusetts Archives, etc.
O'Brien, John. "Exertions of the O'Brien Family, of
Machias, Maine, in the American Revolution," Col-
lections of the Maine Historical Society , First
Series, V. 2. Portland, Me.: published for the
Society, 1847.
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Perkins, Simeon. The Diary of Simeon Perkins, 1780-1789 .
Edited by D. C. Harvey, with notes by C. B.
Fergusscn. Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1958.
.
The Diary of Simeon Perkins, 1766-1780 . Edited
by Harold A. Innis. Toronto: The Champlain
Societ3', 1948.
Perkins' diaries constitute a veritable
treasure house for researchers in the field of
eighteenth-century Nova Scotian history. They
are especially valuable because of their many com-
ments on the deteriorating economic situation in
the colony during the war.
Poole, Edmund Duval, compiler. Annals of Yarmouth and Bar-
rington in the Revolutionary War . Yarmouth, N.S.:
Lawson Brothers, 1899.
By far the most useful printed primary
source consulted. Poole was the first scholar
who discovered a number of manuscripts in the
Massachusetts Archives which dealt with the illegal
trade carried on between Nova Scotia and Massa-
chusetts during the Revolution. Many of the docu-
ments he used also illustrate the brutality of the
privateersmen. It should be noted, however, that
Poole based his book almost entirely upon petitions
written by Nova Scotians, memorials which naturally
maximized the economic effects of privateering and
played up the outrageous conduct of the Yankees.
In order to obtain a more objective view of pri-
vateering, one must scrutinize such sources as
diaries, official correspondence, instructions to
privateers, and similar materials.
"Records of the Vice-Admiralty Court at Halifax, Nova
Scotia," Essex Institute Historical Collections
,
XLV. Salem, Mass. : printed for the Society, 1909.
Report of the Board of Trustees of the Public Archives of
Nova Scotia for the Year Ended 30th November 1936 .
Halifax: Public Archives of Nova Scotia, 1937.
Appendix C contains a list of 900 names of
vessels that entered Halifax between July 4, 1778
and November 15, 1781.
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Report of the Canadian Archives for 1894 . Ottawa: Public
Archives of Canada, 1895.
Devoted entirely to material on Nova
Scotia, this volume contains Lieutenant-Colonel
Joseph Gorham's account of the siege of Fort
Cumberland.
Robinson, John, and Rispin, Thomas. A Journey through
Nova-Scotia . York, England: C. Etherington, 1774.
Selman, Captain John. Letter to Elridge Gerry, dated
March 18, 1813. Printed in the Salem Gazette
,
July 22, 1856.
Selman' s account of his famous raid on
Charlottetown in the autumn of 1775.
Seume> Johann Gottfried. Mein Leben . Boston: Ginn &
Company, 1899.
The Present State of the British Empire in Europe, America
,
Africa, and Asia . London: printed for W. Griffin,
J. Johnson, W. Nicoll and Richardson & Urquhart,
1768.
Washington, George. The Writings of George Wasnington,
1745-1799
,
39 vols. Edited by J. C. Fitzpatrick.
Washington, D.C.: United States Government Print-
ing Office, 1931-1944.
III. NEWSPAPERS AND JOURNALS:
British and Loyalist Newspapers and Journals
Lloyd's Evening Post and British Chronicle .
Especially valuable for the numerous let-
ters from Nova Scotians printed during the war.
It also contains numerous extracts from the Nova
Scotia Gazette and Weekly Chronicle for 1777-1778,
a time for which the original Gazette issues are
now missing.
London Chronicle.
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London Gazette .
London Morning Chronicle .
Nova Scotia Gazette and Weekly Chronicle .
Unfortunately, many issues of the Gazette
,
the only newspaper printed in Nova Scotia during
the Revolution, are missing. While issues for the
years 1775 and 1776 are fairly complete, they are
almost entirely lacking for 1777 and 1778. Issues
for the remaining war years are fairly complete.
Rivington's Royal Ga ;:ette (New York ) .
The Remembrancer , or Impartial Repository of Public Events .
Especially useful for its lists of British
vessels captured by American privateers during the
early years of the war.
New England Newspapers
Bo ston Evening Post .
Boston Gazette
.
Boston Independe nt Chronicle
.
Boston Independen t Ledger.
Boston News-Lett er
.
Connecticut Courant (Hartford).
Connecticut Gazette (New London).
Mas sachusetts Spy ( Boston)
.
New-England Chronicle (Boston).
New Hampshire Gazette (Portsmouth).
Ngwgort Mercury .
Providence Cazettc
.
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IV. PUBLISHED SECONDARY WORKS
:
Albion, Robert Greenhalgh, and Pope, Jennie Barnes. Sea
Lanes in Wartime: The American Experience . 2nd
ed.
,
enlarged. Hamden, Conn.: Archon Books,
1968
.
Ahlin, John Howard. Mai ne Rubicon: Downeast Settlers
during the American Revolution . Calais, Me.:
Calais Advertiser Press, 1966.
Contains a brief chapter on downeast pri-
vateering and a very useful bibliography.
Allen, Gardner Weld. A Naval History of the American
Revolution
,
2 vols. Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1913.
Massachusetts Privateers of the Revolution.
Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society, 1927.
Armstrong, M. W. The Great Awakening in Nova Scotia, 1776-
1809 . Hartford, Conn. : The American Society of
Church History, 1948.
Barnes, Viola F. "Francis Legge, Governor of Loyalist
Nova Scotia," New England Quarterly , IV (July,
1931), pp. 420-447.
Bell, Winthrop, "A Hessian Conscript's Account of Life in
Garrison at Halifax at the Time of the American
Revolution," Collections of the Nova Scotia Histor-
ical Society , XXVII (1947), pp. 125-146.
Brebner, John Bart let. New England's Outpost . New York:
Columbia University Press, 1927.
The Neutral Yankees of Nova Scotia. New York:
Columbia University Press, 1937.
An admirable study of eighteenth-century
Nova Scotia which emphasizes the -T.pc nuance of
geography upon the colony.
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Burt, A. L. The United States, Great Britain, and British
North America . New Haven: Yale University Press,
1940.
Calnek, W. A. History of the County of Annapolis . Edited
and completed by A. W. Savary. Toronto: William
Briggs, 1897.
Typical of nineteenth-century Canadian
histories of Nova Scotia in that it minimizes the
political unrest in the colony during the Revolu-
tion. Like most of the studies of the time, it is
sadly lacking in footnotes.
Chase, Fannie S. Wiscasset in Pownalborough . Wi seas set.
Me.: The Southworth-Anthoensen Press, 1941.
Contains sections on downeast privateering
during the Revolution and material on the maritime
court of Eastern Massachusetts, which usually held
sessions in Pownalborough. However, the book lacks
a bibliography and adequate footnotes, and it is
difficult to discern where the author obtained
certain material.
Chevalier, E. Histoire de la Marine Francaise pendant la
Guerre de 1 ' Inde'pendance Americaine . Paris:
Librairie Hachette, 1877.
Clark, William Bell. George Washington's Navy . Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1960.
A scholarly examination of Washington's
New England fleet during the years 1775-1777.
Coburn, Frederick W. "James Lyon," Dictionary of American
Biography
,
Vol. 6. New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1933.
Crowell, Edwin. A History of Barrington Township and Vic-
inity . Yarmouth, N.S.: no publisher given,
n.d. Z1923J.
DesBrisay, Mather Byles. History of the County of Lunen-
burg . Toronto: William Briggs, 1895.
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Eaton, Arthur Wentworth. The History of King's County,
Nova Scotia . Saiem, Mass. : The Salem Press Co.
,
1910.
French, Allen. The First Year of the American Revolution ,
Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1934.
Greenwood, Isaac J. Captain John Manley, Second in Rank
in the United States Navy . Boston: C. E. Good-
speed & Co. , 1915.
Harvey, D. C. "Machias and the Invasion of Nova Scotia,''
Report
,
Canadian Historical Association (1932),
pp. 17-28.
Kerr, Wilfred B. "The American Invasion of Nova Scotia,
1776-7," Canadian Defence Quarterly
, XIII (July,
1936), pp. 433-455.
The Maritime Provinces of British North America
and the American Revolution . Sackville, N.B.:
Busy East, Ltd., n.d. [1941] .
Kerr, Wilfred B. "The Merchants of Nova Scotia and the
American Revolution," Canadian Historical Review
,
XIII (March, 1932), pp. 20-36.
.
"The Stamp Act in Nova Scotia," New England
Quarterly
,
VI (September, 1933), pp. 552-566.
MacGillivray , C. J. Timothy Hierlihy and His Times .
Antigonish, N.S.: presented to Saint Francis
Xavier University by the author, 1936.
MacLaren, George. The Pictou Book: Stories of Our Past .
New Glasgow, N.S.: Hector Publishing Company,
1954.
Maclay, Edgar Stanton. A History of American Privateers .
New York: D. Apple ton and Company, 1899.
A general, superficial study.
MacVicar, W. M. A Short History of Annapolis Royal .
Toronto: The Copp-Clark Company, Ltd., 1897.
327
Middlebrook, Louis F. History of Maritime Connecticut dur-
ing the American Revolution , 2 vols. Salem, Mass.:
The Essex Institute, 1925.
An excellent compilation of Connecticut
privateers and some of their prizes.
Moody, Robert G. "John Allan," Dictionary of American
Biography
,
Vol. 1. New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1928.
Mori son, Samuel Eliot. John Paul Jones: A Sailor's
Biography . Boston: Little, Brown and Company,
1959.
Gives a detailed account of the raid of
the Alfred, commanded by Jones, on Nova Scotia.
.
The Maritime History of Massachusetts, 1783-
1860 . Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1921.
Chapter II gives an excellent summary of
the build-up in shipping in Massachusetts in the
colonial period, while Chapter III touches lightly
upon privateering during the Revolution.
Mullane, George. "The Privateers of Nova Scotia, 1756-
1783," Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical
Soci ety, XX (1909), pp. 17-42.
Murdoch, Beamish. A History of Nova Scotia, or Acadie
,
Vol. 2. Halifax: J. Barnes, 1866.
The author has interspersed his narrative
with numerous documents, some of interest but many
of tedious concern.
Patterson, Frank H. History of Tatamagouche , Nova Scotia .
Halifax: Royal Print & Litho, Ltd., 1917.
A brief survey.
Patterson, Rev. George. A History of the County of Pictou,
Nova Scotia. Montreal: Dawson Brothers, 1877.
One of the few nineteenth-century histories
of Nova Scotia which accurately portrays the polit-
ical sentiments of the settlers during the
Revolution.
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Phillips. James Duncan., Salem in the Eighteenth Century .
Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1937.
Contains two chapters on privateering dur-
ing the Revolution. The author argues that the
"great achievements" of the privateers came after
Penobscot
.
.
The Life and Times of Richard Derby
.
Cambridge,
Mass.: The Riverside Press, 1929.
Contains little on the great Salem mer-
chant' s activities during the war.
Piers, Harry. The Evolution of the Halifax Fortress,
1749-1928
. Halifax: Public Archives of Nova
Scotia, Publication No. 7, 1941.
Raddall, Thomas H. "Adventures of H. M. S. Blonde in
Nova Scotia," Collections of the Nova Scotia His-
torical Society
,
XXXV (1966), pp. 27-42.
.
The Path of Destiny . Garden City, N. J. :
Doubleday and Company, 1957.
A general history of British North America
from the English conquest to home rule. Very well
written.
Rand, Edwin Holmes. "Maine Privateers in the Revolution, 71
New England Quarterly , XI (December, 1938), pp.
826-834.
Gives an incomplete list of privateers
owned in Maine as well as those commanded by Maine
men but owned elsewhere.
Rawlyk, George A. , ed. Revolution Rejected, 1775-1776 .
Scarborough, Ont.: Prentice-Hall of Canada, 1968.
An examination of historical interpreta-
tions on why Nova Scotia and Quebec did not join
the American Revolution.
"The American Revolution and Nova Scotia Recon-
sidered," Dalhousie Review , XLIII (Autumn, 1963),
pp. 379-394.
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Raymond, W. 0. The River St. John . Saint John, N.B.:
John A. Bowes, 1910.
Richter, L. "Germans in Nova Scotia," Dalhousie Review
,
XV (January, 1936), pp. 425-434.
Saltonstall, William G. Ports of Piscataqua
.
Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1941.
Includes material on New Hampshire pri-
vateering and the Portsmouth prize court.
Sheffield, William P. Privateer smen o f Newport
.
Newport,
R.I.: John P. Sanborn, Printer, 1883.
Contains a list of prizes sent into Rhode
Island during the Revolution as well as material
on Newport privateers.
Sherman, Rev. Andrew M. The Life of Captain Jeremiah
0 T Brien. Morristown, N.J.: George W. Sherman,
1902.
Spears, John R. History of Our Navy, 1775-1897 , 4 vols.
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons", 1897.
Upton, Richard Francis. Revolutionary New Hampshire .
Hanover, N.H. : Dartmouth College Publications,
1936.
Contains a chapter on privateering and the
Continental Navy.
Wadley, Jean. "Sir Brook Watson," Richmond and Twickenham
Times (England), January 22, 1966.
Traces the career of the merchant upon
whose two trading ships, the Adamant and the
St. Lawrence
,
Nova Scotians were dependent during
the war.
Weaver, Emily P. "Nova Scotia and New England during the
American Revolution
,
TT American Historical Review
,
X (October, 1904), pp. 52-71.
Willis, William. A History of the Law, the Courts and the
Lawyers of Maine . Portland, Me.: Bailey & Noyes,
1863.
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V. UNPUBLISHED SECONDARY WORKS
Long, Robert. "A Copy of the Annals of Liverpool."
Unpublished material available on microfilm at
the Public Archives of Nova Scotia, Halifax.
MacNutt, William Stewart. "British Rule in Nova Scotia,
1713-1784." Unpublished M.A. thesis, university
of London, 1932.
"Will," "A privateer in the war of Revolution." Type-
written paper tracing the career of Agreen Crab-
tree to 1777. Available at the Maine Historical
Society, Portland.
VI. GUIDES IN THE PURSUIT OF EVIDENCE
Albion, Robert Greenhalgh. Naval and Maritime History :
An Annotated Bibliography . 3rd Edition. Mystic,
Conn,: The Marine Historical Association, 1963.
Andrews, Charles M. Guide to the Materials for American
History, to 1783, in the Public Record Office of
Great Britain , 2 vols. Washington, D.C.: Carne-
gie Institution of Washington, 1912-1914.
Canadian History and Literature: Widener Library
Shelflist, N: , 20 . Cambridge, Mass.: Distrib-
uted by the Harvard University Press, 1968.
Schiesinger, Arthur Meier, et_ aT. Harvard Guide to
American History
.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1954.
Staton, Francis M. , and Tremaine, Marie, A Bibliography
of Canadiana. Toronto: The Public Library, 1943







